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REPORT 



DEEP SEA AND COAST FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND, 

FOR THE YEAR 1864. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY JOHN, BABON WODEHOUSE, 

LOBD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OP IRELAND. 

May it please your Excellency, 

We, the Commissioners for administering the Laws relating to the Deep Sea and 
Coast Fisheries in Ireland, heg to submit this our Report for the year 1864. 

In the Appendix will be found the E eport of the Inspecting Commissioner, together 
with tables showing the number and condition of the vessels engaged in fishing, the 
quantity of fish conveyed by the different railways, the amount and value of the 
herrings taken at Howth, the particulars of the Howth fishery, the bydaws made by us 
for the regulation of the different modes of fishing, the area and position of the oyster 
beds for which licences have been granted to private individuals, and several important 
statements and facts in relation to oyster culture and the oyster fisheries generally. 

It is gratifying to be enabled to repeat the statement made in our last and previous 
Reports, that the conduct of the fishermen has been marked- by that good order and 
mutual forbearance which has uniformly characterized them of late years ; but we regret 
to say that in many districts their success has not been commensurate with their efforts, 
and that great privation has been suffered either from scarcity Of fish or want of the 
necessary means to procure suitable boats and gear. 

It also affords us great pleasure to state that the herring fishery on the east coast has 
been still more productive than the preceding year, which was an unprecedentedly pros- 
perous season ; and that the native fishermen of Dublin, Howth, Skerries, and Arklow 
have continued to maintain a praiseworthy and successful competition with their English 
and Scotch fellow-labourers in energy and skiH, and in the number and character of their 
boats. The fishing and coasting trade of Arklow has continued to make great progress. 
It is stated on competent authority, that in the year 1825 there was only one two-masted 
vessel belonging to that port, and now there are 80 large vessels of from 60 to 120 tons, 
and 150 herring and oyster boats proportionably improved in size and gear, and employing 
1,600 able-bodied men. The price of oysters there has greatly increased of late years, in 
consequence of the improvement in the quality of the oyster and the almost unlimited 
demand by English and French purchasers. This has had the effect of stimulating a more 
energetic action than is consistent with the future prosperity of the great natural banks 
on the south-east coast ; and we have, upon a memorial from the fishermen themselves 

A 2 
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for a limitation of the open time, and after a public inquiry, the particular’s of which will 
be found in the Appendix, constituted the close time for the oyster fishery upon that part 
of the Coast to be between the 30th April and the 1st October. 

The subject of increasing or diminishing restraints upon trawling still occupies our 
attention. The question is very complicated ; the utmost diversity of opinion exists as 
may be collected from the statements of the Coast-Guard officers ; and we think it proper 
to defer our decision until we shall have received the Report of the Royal Commissioners, 
who were specially appointed to consider this and other matters connected with the Sea 
Fisheries in this country as well as in Great Britain. 

"We have the honour to be, 

Your Excellency’s obedient servants, 

J. G. M'KERLIE, I Commissioners of Public Works and 

W. R. LE FANU, J Sea Fisheries in Ireland. 

3. REDMOND BARRY, / Commissioner of Sea 

’ ( fisheries in Ireland. 



Edward Hornsby, Secretary. 

Office of Public Works , Dublin , 
21st April , 1865. 
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APPENDIX. 



REPORT OF INSPECTING COMMISSIONER FOR 1864. 



The Report of the Commissioners for 1863 was, 
from various causes, not issued till the 1st of Sep- 
tember, in the last year, and was not presented to 
Parliament till the commencement of the present 
session. Althoughit embraced much matter arising 
out of information obtained during the summer of 
1864, the official returns and general statistics fur- 
nished in the Appendix exhibited, with a few ex- 
ceptions, the condition of the sea fisheries during 
the year 1863 only. In preparing the Report for 
1864 every possible means have been adopted 
.for obtaining a faithful account of the exist- 
ing state of things. The circular of the 1st of 
January last to the Divisional Officers of the 



■Report of In- 
spectingCom- 

hope that the great apparent diminution has not p^heriei for 
taken place within the year, but is the result of a 1864. 
more strict and rigorous revision of the registry, 
and that many of the boats, men, and boys which 
constitute the decrease had continued to remain 
upon the registry for many years after they were 
swept away by the progress of time, and the 
various causes which have influenced that decline 
in the population exhibited by the Census of 1861. 

It is, however, but right to add, that this strin- 
gent revision of the registry had partially operated 
up to January, 1864, and that our return for 
1863 exhibited a decrease of 768 vessels, 3,339 
men, and 2 boys, and thus we have within the 



thirty-eight districts, into which the Coast has two years an apparent aggregate decrease of 1,689 
been divided for fishery purposes, contained many vessels, 6 ,4 ! 5 men, 1 93 boys, 
additional queries, and was especially framed in T " """ 13 1 

terms the most urgent in order to secure perfect 
accuracy. It was most kindly supported by com- 
munications from the Controller-General .of the 
Coast-Guard Department, and it is only just to 
state that it has been responded to with more 
than ordinary zeal, and that most of the returns 
exhibit an anxious desire to enable the Commis- 
sioners to lay before the public a faithful account 
of the present state and prospects of the Bea 
fisheries. It was more than usually marked in the 
expression of a desire to have a strict revision of 
the registry made, and only to return the boats 
and men now in existence and employed in the 
fisheries ; and it is quite clear that more trouble 
has been taken in complying with the wishes ex- 
pressed than on any former occasion. I can, there- 
fore, with confidence submit the summary of those 
returns as facts that may be rebed upon, authen- 
ticated by a body of most respectable, disin- 
terested, and intelligent gentlemen, of large 
‘n this and other countries, and many 



In our second Report for 1844, it may be seen 
that Appendix No. 2, pages 10 and 1 1, presents a 
return of 15,935 vessels, 73,979 men and boys. 

For the accuracy of the return of 1844, 1 can 
safely pledge myself. On that of 1863 I rely more 
fully than on any return since 1845. But the 
returns of 1844 did not exhibit the maximum of 
the fishing estabbshment on the Coast. 

It appears by the Appendix to the fourth 
Report of the Commissioners, to January, 1846, 
that within the preceding two years there were 
registered 1,928 vessels, 8,365 men and boys, 
making — 



A total to January, 1S46, . 

So that, taking the last return for 
1864 as accurate, . 

We find a decrease of 



40,946 

52,127 



in the nineteen years. 

It is rather a remarkable fact that, on the 5th of 
April, 18 30, as may appear by the eleventh and last 
Report of thethen Commissioners of Irish Fisheries, 



experience in this and other countries ana many uant to the Act 59th Ge0 . HI., cap. 

of them distinguished officers, whose official duties £ rdered b the House of Commons to be printed 
brmg them into dose and fireqnent contact with j une , 830 . (],„ following statement is made: 
ab classes of fishermen on the Coast. 



I therefore beg to refer to that document which 
constitutes the most important portion of the 
Appendix to our Report, page 10 to 25, in App. 
No. 2, which shows the state of the registry of 
fishing vessels on the Coast of Ireland, to 1st 
January, 1865. and the increase or decrease in 
the vessels and men within the different districts 
in the year 1864, as compared with 1863. The 
first columns in this abstract exhibit the changes 
that have taken place within the year 1864, and 
the last contains the substance of observations 
made by the Inspecting Commander of Coast- 
Guards and other registering officers. 

First, then, of the establishment. It will appear 
that there were employed in 1864 — 

Vessels. Men. Boys. 

First class vessels, which include all 

‘.569 B5 

Second class, under fifteen tons, . 8,822 32,857 3,055 

Making a total of . . • • **» W® 3 - 580 

Showing a decrease since 18G3 of . 921 3,076 191 

This, no doubt, is a sad picture ; but I bare 



“ The Commissioners have still the gratification to find, 
from the returns made by the local inspectors, that the 
number of fishermen continues to experience a yearly in- 
crease. 

“ The gross amount, as taken from the returns of the 
preceding year, was 63,421 men; the gross amount, as taken 
from the returns of the present year, is 64,77 1 men, being an 
increase over the past year of 1 ,350.”— (See Appendix No. 1 
of this Report.) 

It should he remembered that this was after 
ten years of stimulating bounties, and without any 
such inducement the numbers had increased in 
1846 to 93,073 men and boys. Notwithstanding 
this sad decrease in our fishing establishment, 
which is, after all, bttle more than in proportion 
to the diminution of our population since 1846, I 
still entertain a hope that a better time is coming, 
and that the increasing facilities for transit, both 
by sea and land, and the growing demand for fish 
in all quarters, must necessarily lead to improve- 
ment. 

I now turn to the Coast-Guard returns, and 
request attention to the observations of each 
officer, which in most cases will be found compre- 
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Appendix, hensive and satisfactory. The peculiar circum- 
HeporTof In stances of each district are generally mentioned 
spectingCom- in detail, and it only remains for me to point out 
missioner of gome important statements and opinions expressed 
Fineries for by tbe 0 ffi cerSi proving generally that any differ- 
ence of opinion ■which exists is the result of the 
varied circumstances of the several localities to 
which the information referred, or only what 
should he expected in matters involving some 
amount of speculation. 

Upon one important point there prevails through 
all the returns nearly perfect unanimity in hear- 
ing testimony, in the most unqualified manner, 
to the good conduct, peaceable and orderly 
demeanour, and generally industrious habits of 
the fishing population. 

The exceptions to the total absence of conflicts 
or contention of any kind are Galway, where 
the trawling question has from time to time 
caused much bad feeling on both sides ; and Sligo, 
where much contention has prevailed about the 
oyster beds, and some differences about trawling 
at Mullagkmore ; but in the Sligo district, Captain 
Shoveller says “that the raids upon the oyster beds 
were not made by the regular fishermen ; that as 
a class the fishermen are geuerally peaceable and 
industrious, bold and hardy, and only require 
vessels of sufficient tonnage to enable them to 
follow the fish to the banks now beyond their 
reach.” 

The officer at Kinsale thinks the fishermen 
“ make no effort to improve their condition.” In 
Castletown the Coast population are “ as much 
farmers as fishermen, and do not follow up the 
fishing.” At West Cove division, the people are 
said to be “ too idle,” consequently take of fish 
less than last year. At Pullendiva the chief im- 
pediments to improvement are poverty and want 
of energy. Those are the only exceptions that I 
can find upon the whole Coast to a general testi- 
mony to the merits of the population. I have 
known a great deal of them myself for nearly half 
a century, and I can conscientiously confirm all 
that is said favourably of them. 

We have fish in abundance on our shores occa- 
sionally, and, I believe, constantly off our shores 
in the deep water, but we want capital and prac- 
tical direction. We have means of transit yearly 
increasing and an unlimited demand. I have no 
hesitation in saying that strangers with capital 
and experience would be received with welcome ; 
and that cautious and judicious investments would 
secure upon our shores a most prolific return. 

An interesting paper has been received from 
Captain Barry, r.m., at Dungarvan, written at his 
request by the Rev. James Alcock, a.m., vicar of 
Rinagona, on the Helvick side of Dungarvan Bay, 
and it will be found at page 54. Mr. Alcock has 
for many years devoted very much attention to 
the promotion of industrious habits among the 
community by whom he is surrounded, and it 
would be rare to find upon any part of our coast 
a more prosperous body of fishermen. Though 
they unite the two objects of farming and fishing, 
they are, indeed, a great contrast in habits and 
general circumstances to the fishermen of Dun- 
garvan, on the opposite shore, who have no other 
resource than the workhouse when unemployed, 
and of whose depressed condition Captain Barry 
gives a melancholy picture. • 

Trawling. 

This perplexing question still continues to cause 
a good deal of contention in a few places. In 
our queries to the Coast-Guard officers this year 



we endeavoured to concentrate their opinions, 
and in the thirty-eight divisions there are twenty 
in which trawling is occasionally followed. Eight 
of the officers are favourable to it, and think no 
injury can follow ; seven are opposed to it as 
injurious; two would require regulations and 
limits ; three would venture to give no opinion 
on so difficult a question. 

I presume our Board will still continue to hold 
the question in abeyance till the Report of the 
Royal Commissioners shall be received. 

Oyster Fisheries. 

The oyster fisheries have continued to attract 
a great deal of attention, and the efforts of the 
Board to diffuse information on this important 
source of wealth and industry, have been fully 
and warmly recognised by the persons most im- 
mediately interested. Experiments at improve- 
ment, both according to the French and English 
system, are being made on various parts of the 
Coast, and the results are awaited with much anxiety, 
fully convinced that the prosperity and develop- 
ment of this fishery depend in very many places 
upon the successful efforts at cultivation made by 
individuals. Bearing this in mind, every encourage- 
ment to the formation of private beds in suitable 
localities has been given ; and I am happy to say 
that in 1864, after public inquiry and examination 
of witnesses in each case, no less a number than 
sixteen licences have been granted, embracing an 
area of 3,82 1 acres of foreshore. This is not only 
hopeful as to the number and extent of the beds, 
but also as to the security for work and develop- 
ment effected by the condition now attached to 
all licences- — that they shall be absolutely void 
unless the beds shall be properly stocked within 
a certain time, specified according to the circum- 
stances in each case. In the Appendix, page 40 
to 44, will be found statements of the results of 
the cultivation of beds licensed by the Commis- 
sioners, as communicated chiefly by the persons 
who obtained the licences ; and the Appendix 
generally, from page 31 to 53, contains much 
interesting matter on the subject of oyster culture, 
including the proceedings at inquiries held at 
Arklow, Gorey, and Wexford, in March, 1865, in 
consequence of an application made by the fisher- . 
men of those places to extend the present close 
season, and to prevent exhaustive and improvi- 
dent dredging along the Coast from Wicklow 
Head to Carnsore Point. The proceedings at 
these inquiries exhibit in detail the present and 
past state of the oyster fisheries'on the south-east 
Coast. 



General Observations. 

It is gratifying to find that the important sub- 
ject of the sea fisheries generally has lately, very 
much occupied the attention of some intelligent 
individuals, and that their opinions and know- 
ledge have been disseminated through the press. 
One of our metropolitan and a provincial paper 
have been prominent in their efforts to stimulate 
the industry of our people, and to arouse the 
apathy of those who possess that which is indis- 
pensable — means and judgment; and a succession 
of letters in a morning paper has been directing 
attention to a most important locality, the island 
of Innishbofin, in the division of Clifden. It was 
in the early days of Ireland’s best fishing time a 
place of far-famed notoriety. Our Rush and 
Skerries fleet, that now prefer the carrying to 
the fishing trade, used to resort to it for their cod 
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and ling season ; and in those days we were not 
dependent on Shetland for our dry-cured fish. 
The views expressed are rational, and deserving of 
attention, because they are moderate and judicious. 
I am not prepared to say whether the writer’s 
estimate for harbour accommodation is sufficient, 
but I quite concur in the opinion that it is begin- 
ning at the right end, and that nothing is more 
likelv to promote a connexion, by train or tram- 
way, between Galway and Clifden, than such un- 
dertakings as would lead to the cultivation of our 
fisheries in the very spot to which he directs at- 
tention. 

The island of Innishbofin, on the west Coast of 
Ireland, and forming part of the barony of Mur- 
risk, in the county of Mayo, contains 2,312 
statute acres. 

£ s. d. 

The Poor Law valuation of it in 1851 was 256 17 0 
The general valuation in 1861, . . . 455 13 0 



The gross population iu 1811 w 
,, 1851 n 

„ » 1861 „ 



In 1841 there were of uninhabited houses, 
„ 1851, „ ,, 

„ 1861, „ - 



1,404 

900 

1,055 



The nearest point of the main to Innishbofin is 
Cleggan harbour, distant about four miles. The 
present so-called Bofin harbour is on the south side 
of the island^ and seems very much exposed to 
the south and west winds ; but there is another 
deep indentation on the eastern shore, called 
Rusheen Bay, having better shelter and deeper 
water. 

In 1826 Alexander Nimmo, deservedly cele- 
brated in his day, reports of the island and its 
capabilities to the then existing fishery depart- 
ment as follows : — 



“ Ennishark, though equally near the above-mentioned Appendix. 
valuable fishing bank, has no harbour or proper landing- — 
place, and is, therefore, of little consequence in the present Ke P°f t 

4*?. r%uUto,» r iy 2 oo 1 SEHSr 

“ The other small isles near Bofin are also cliff, and too p; s i ler i es f or 
insignificant to attract our attention.” 1SU4. 

(The population of Ennishark in 1841 was . 208 

„ „ 1851 „ . 188 

„ „ 1801 „ . 181) 

Of Cleggan bay and pier he states : — 

“ The bay of Cleggan is next, to the south of Eallinakill, 
about two miles in length, more open than Derrinver, though 
it derives some protection from the isle of Innishbofin. It has 
five to ten fathoms water, and is capable of receiving great 
ships. The bottom is all clean sand and shells, good ground. 

The country from Cleggan to Ballinakill tolerably culti- 

“ This bay was one of those selected by the Mansion 
House Committee for the construction of a small pier, in 
1822. Such a thing was much wanted, as the bay was too 
open for small craft, though otherwise a good outlet, and the 
nearest harbour to Bofin. 

“ After examining the shore of the whole bay, I adopted a 
small bight on the south side where a cut might be made into 
a little bog-hollow, so as to form an inner dock out of the 
swell, the entrance to which might be covered by a short pier. 

. “ Cleggan has now a stout pier of 200 feet long and four- 
teen feet high at the head, with an inner basin, not quayed, 
of 100 feet by sixty, the entrance to which is not yet deep- 
ened so far as would be desirable, but it is only a bank of 
gravel. 

“ The pier has a parapet wall and sloping pavement to 
seaward, rough but substantial work, and has stood the gales 
of two winters without injury. It should, however, have a 
small jetty or return at the head, and a course of coping 
silongthe quay wall. It affords a very convenient landing- 
place to the boats of Bofin and the western fishery, and 
having an excellent road from thence to Clifden, is very 
much frequented. 

“ From the south point of Cleggan bay we have a low 
granite shore, with rocks in the offing as far as Aghres 
Point; outside are the small isles of Crua, High Island, 
raid Friar Isle, lofty cliffs, exhibiting nothing remarkable 
but some old monastic remains. 

“ Omey Island is alow isle of granite, connected with the 
main at low water by a strand on the west side. The chan- 
nel forms a natural harbour at each end. Population, 250.” 

On the 1st of November, 1826, Mr. James 



“ This island (Innishbofin) the most important with 
respect to the fisheries of any upon the Irish Coast, is about 
four miles in length by two average broad ; population, 
1,100 ; distant three miles from Cleggan, in Connemara, but 
forms part of the county of Mayo. The island of Emu- 
shark, nearly half its extent, is a dependent upon it, also 
the lessor isles of Davelaun, Innishlyon, &c. 

“ The north coast of Bofin is a precipitous cliff, having 
two bays or inlets, which are too wild to be used as harbours ; 
but the western one has at its upper end an interior lagoon 
or lake, divided from the sea by a beach of stones, through 
which, if an opening was made to tide level, a harbour 
would be obtained for sheltering craft. 

“ The southern side of Bofin has an excellent natural har- 
bour, with nine or ten feet water, and well suited, therefore, 
for such vessels as pursue the fishery ; and the finest cod 
bank on the western coast lies about two or three leagues 
to the northward, nearly midway from Botin to Achill Head, 
as already described. 

“ This harbour appeared so important in the time of the 
Commonwealth as to have been fortified by a block-house, 
still existing on a detached’ isle at its mouth. It faces the 
south-west, but in that direction is protected by some low 
rocks, and also by the isle of Ennishark ; the upper end is 
landlocked, and the craft lie on soft mud. 

“ This harbour has, however, some defects which it would 
he difficult to remedy altogether. With southerly winds it 
is altogether shut, and, in consequence, the isle is frequently 
cut off for many days from communication with the main 
or proceeding to the fishing grounds. 

“It is very desirable, therefore, that another harbour 
should be formed on the isle, and a situation for that object 
appears to the east, and facing the main. 

“ I have had this place examined, and consider that a 
pier harbour may be constructed there at an expense of about 
-£1,500, which would be a great benefit in the fishing season. 

“ Bofin is in every way deserving of attention from the 
Commissioners of Fisheries ; and of the various grants for im- 
provements on the west coast none has ever been applied to it. 



Donnell, then harbour engineer to the Board, 
reports as follows : — 

“ Cleggan is on the south shore of Cleggan Bay, near to 
its eastern extremity. 

“ The plan consists of a pier 200 feet from the root, and 
an interior excavated basin. 

“It is advantageously situated for pursuing the great 
fisherv- around Innishbofin and the Killary, and other ad- 
jacent bays, and is remarkable for the certainty with which 
the herring shoals periodically fall into it. 

“In 1822 the sum of £461 10s. 9 d. was allocated for this 
work, which includes one-fourth from the Mansion House 
Committee and one-fourth from the Government. This sum 
being found inadequate to complete the plan as proposed 
by Mr. Nimmo in 1824, a further grant of £199 5s. 3d. was 
made, making the total, £660 16s., and the balance now to 
the credit of the work is £179 Is. 6d. 

“In October, 1824, 1 presented a plan for completing this 
work, the estimate for which amounted to £378 19s. 3d. 

“In September, 1825, in compliance with the Board’s 
order, I again reported on the state of this work. 

“Under, all the circumstances I recommended that 
measures may be taken to render the work available for 
public use by having it finished according to the plan I had 
the honour to propose, with some trifling alteration on the 
shape of the excavation in the ulterior basin. 

“ In its present state this work has proved of very little 
service to the fishery ; but if finished, it would rank in the 
first class for its degree of utility.” 

On the 15th of May, 1829, Mr. Donnell further 
reports in reference to Cleggan : — 

“ The failure to procure local contribution has prevented 
the expenditure of any further sum on the improvement of 
this work, for which a plan and specification has been 
approved of by the Board.” — (See same in Appendix to 
Tenth Report of Commissioners of Fisheries, page 39.) 
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Appendix. J have been thus minute in recording all pos- 
TSpTwirtof in- sible information in reference to this locality, 
spiting Com- because it has lately been pointed at as very 
missioner of favourably circumstanced for the establishment of 
5j* rte for a deep-sea fishery ; and from all that I can learn 
of the productiveness of the adjacent banks, 1 
cannot imagine a more favourable situation for an 
experiment. I have not generally been favourable 
to the establishment of large joint-stock com- 
panies for prosecuting the fisheries ; but I should 
expect a very favourable result from an investment 
on a moderate scale in such a locality, undertaken 
with great caution, and divested of those sources 
of injudicious expenditure which have caused the 
ruin of so many projects. It is only by the con- 
centration of capital that a fair experiment can be 
made ; and if it be successful there can be no 
doubt of the example being followed in many 
other places upon our coast presenting favourable 
prospects for a deep-sea fishery. 

I can wellremember apian suggested by the late 
Sir Samuel O’Malley for promoting the fisheries. 
It was considered deserving of insertion in the 
evidence taken at Westport on the 24th February, 
1836, before the Commissioners of Inquiry into 
the state of the fisheries (See Minutes of Evi- 

dence, page 85.) 

Sir Samuel O’Malley’s plan for improving the 
fisheries was this : — 

“There should be an Act of Parliament authorizing the 
formation of fishing companies in Ireland, and effectually 
freeing each individual from any liability whatever beyond 
the sum subscribed. 

“There should be an annual sum appropriated from the 
Consolidated Fund, 3ay £20,000, to erect piers along the 
west coast. 

“ The machinery for erecting them to be conveyed from 
one place to another on the completion of each, which 
would be a material saving and tend to facilitate the work. 

“ There should be a proper direction given to the edu- 
cation of children on the coast, to make them competent to 
be good fishermen and able to manage sail boats. 

“There should be premiums given annually in each 
station for the best boats, nets, and spilliards, as well as for 
the best modes of taking and curing fish, also to the ablest 
fishermen and best educated boys.” 

The first proposition made by Sir Samuel 
has since been fully realized by the “ Limited 
Liabilities Act;” the Piers and Harbours Acts — 
9 & 10 Vic., chap. 3 ; 10 & 11 Vic., chap. 75; 
16 & 17 Vic., chap. 136 — have since been passed, 
meeting the second by a grant of £90,000, of 
which there now remains an unappropriated fund 
of £3,600. 

In reference to plans proposed for the improve- 
ment of the Sea fisheries, it is scarcely reasona- 
ble to expect that the Government should do 
more than afford every facility to undertakings 
which must necessarily be speculative, and leave 
the rest to the energies of the individuals en- 
gaging in the projects. The Coast fisheries are 
in a most deplorably depressed state, and some 
effort is necessary to resuscitate them. 



Island Population. 

As an important point in connexion with the 
Sea Coast fisheries it may be observed as a re- 
markable fact, exhibited by a comparison of the 
state of the island population on the coast of 
Ireland, furnished by the Census of 1841, 1851 
and 1861, that the diminution in several cases 
bears no proportion to the general decrease 
throughout the country : — 

The Census of 184,1, for all Ireland, is 8,175,124, 

„ 1851 „ 0,562,385 

„ 1801 „ 5,798,967 

In the South Arran islands, in Galway Bay, 
containing 11,287 statute acres, of which the 
general valuation in 1861 was £l,600: — 

The population in 1 841 was . . . 3,522 

„ 1851 „ ... 3,333 

„ " 18G1 „ ... 3,299 

In the North Island of Arran, or Arranmore, 
on the coast of Donegal, about nine miles from 
the main, containing about 4,500 statute acres, of 
which one-fourth was not cultivated : — 

The population in 1841 was . . . 1,469 

„ 1851 „ ... 1,214 

„ 1861 „ . . . 1,384 



This is the largest of the islands called the 
Rosses, and was once remarkable for its herring 
fishery. In 1784, 400 sail of vessels and 1,000 
small boats were employed there, but the her- 
rings are said to have deserted the Coast. 

Tory Island, on the coast of Donegal, contain- 
ing 785 acres, had — 

A population in 1841 of ... 399 

„ 1851 „ . . . .402 

„ 1861 „ . . . .386 

Cape Clear, county of Cork, containing 1,504 
acres — 

Had in 1841, . . . 1,052 inhabitants. 

„ 1851, ... 819 „ 

„ 1861, ... 756 „ 

The Island of Lambay, on the coast of Dublin, 
595 statute acres 3 roods, valued at £229 — 

Had in 1841, .... 89 inhabitants. 

„ 1851, .... 75 „ 

„ 1861, .... 71 „ 

Achill, on the coast of Mayo, with the several 
small islands included in the parish, contains 
51,521 acres, valued in 1861 at £2,408 3s. — 

The population in 1841 was . . . 6,392 

„ 1851 „ . . . 4,950 

„ 1861 „ ... 5,776 

J. Redmond Babrt, 

20fA April, 1865. 
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Appendix, No. 1 . Appendix. 

Abstract of the Weekly Returns of Herring Fishery at Howth between the 28th May, 1864, R^Mof 
and 10th December, 1864, furnished and authenticated by the Inspecting Commander and Harbour Herring 
Master at Howth. gishray at 



Dsto. Week ending— 


Averag 


daily Number of Boats 1 
employed. 


Number 


vcroge Price 


Gross Receipts. 


Number of 


OBSERVATIONS. 


omieh. 


Scotch. 


Manx. 


Irish. 


600 Fish 


of 600 Fish. 


mployed. 


1864. 












£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 






May 28, . 










162 


1 15 0| 


283 15 0 


3 days. 


Fish in prime condition. 
Number of boats not known. 


June 4, 




. 31 


6 


55 


1,060 


1 12 8f 


1,735 12 6 


5 „ 


Fish in prime condition. 


„ 11, 


1 


31 


7 


58 


1,970 


1 12 51 


3,194 10 0 


5 „ 


Fish very fine. 


„ 18, 


1 


40 


10 


58 


2,550 


1 13 li 


4,224 10 0 


5 „ 


In prime order. Ten boats 
caught 400 mease. 


» 25, 


16 


34 


6 


69 


7,250 


0 19 01 


6,891 5 0 


5 „ 


Prime, and very large. 


July 2, . 


82 


42 


10 


68 


6,510 


1 7 5 


8,951 0 0 


5 „ 


Some small ; some very fine. 


„ 9, 


200 


80 


10 


90 


14,200 


1 1 9J 


15,470 0 0 


S ii 


Fish very large. 


16, 


200 


80 


16 


90 


2,850 


1 5 11 


3,577 10 0 


S .. 


Fish very fine. 


ii 23, 


200 


58 


10 


90 


9,060 


0 19 61 


8,856 0 0 


s .. 


Greater portion very large; 
about 200 mease very small 
and soft. 


„ 30, 


134 


64 


11 


72 


3,040 


1 0 91 


3,157 15 0 


S I, 


Fish very fine and large. 


August 6, 


146 


80 


14 


90 


2,200 


0 18 


1,997 0 0 


5 i. 


Great many small fish. 


ii 13. 


25 


80 




97 


810 


l 2 Of 


894 0 0 


* .. 


Fish very fine. 


ii 20, 


5 


90 




100 


1,540 


1 6 7 


2,047 10 0 


5 » 


Fish very fine. Cornish boats 
left on the 18th. 


■i 27, 




70 




80 


1,230 


1 4 O 


1,476 15 0 


5 „ 


Fish very fine. 


September 3, 




15 




32 


190 


1 12 0 


304 0 0 


2 ii 


Fish small. 


i. H>. 




15 




30 


160 


1 12 0 


266 0 0 


1 ii 


Fish small. 


n 17. 




23 




50 


2,720 


0 15 7 


2,120 0 0 


5 „ 


Some small; some very good. 


* 24, . 




10 




40 


4 


1 7 O 


5 8 0 


2 „ 


One Scotch boat caught four 
mease ; the rest none. 


October 1, 




8 




40 


162 


1 5 6J 


206 10 0 


4 i, 


Fish very good. 


>, 8, . 




15 




40 


708 


1 1 31 


754 4 0 


2 „ 


Fish very fine. 


u is, 




30 


70 


86 


24,100 


O 9 5) 


11,390 0 0 


S ii 


Fish very large for the season. 


II 22, 




‘ 30 


100 


90 


9,100 


0 12 71 


5,752 10 0 


3 n 


Fish very fine. 


29, . 


















No fishing in consequence of 
heavy gales. 


November 6, 




30 


100 


60 


11,950 


0 7 71 


4,561 10 0 


5 days. 


Fish very large and fine. 


.. 12, . 




20 


80 


32 


13,260 


0 8 51 


5,590 0 0 




Fish not so good. On the 9th 
one Manx boat caught 167 
mease, and another 200 
mease — the two largest shots 
known at Howth. Several 
Manx boats left, their nets 
having been broken. 


19, 




10 


50 


33 


810 


0 13 0 


526 10 0 


3 i. 


Fish very small. 


ii 26, 




8 


7 


10 


30 


13 0 


34 10 0 


3 ii 


Fish small and scarce. Manx 
boats all left. 


• December 3, 

II 10, 




3 

7 




2 

1 


7 

11 


10 0 
0 16 8j 


7 0 0 
9 4 0 


2 n 


Fish very small. 

Fish very inferior, and fishing 
for herrings ceased on the 
7th December, 1864. 


Totals, . 










117,636 




94,274 8 6 


lioday 




Average numbers') 




















and amounts per 
day, for tbe 110 
. working days, 


45 


42 


20 


62 


1,069 


0 16 0 


857 0 







Note 1. Wherever the number of working days is less than, five, the fishing was prevented by stress of weather 

2. The quantity offish given is that actually brought into Howth Harbour from the fishing ground; but occasionally 
a number of the boats ran into other harbours and disposed of the fish there. 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



Appendix, 

State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1865, pursuant to the 



No. 




Boundaries. 


Registering Officer. 


1st C 




2nd Class employed 
in 1863. 


Total employed 
in 1863. 


1st Class employed 
in 186 i 




| 


Vessol 


Men. 




| Vessels, j Mon. 


Boys 


Vessels 


Men. 


h 


Vessels 


Men. 


Boys 




' 


| 

' Dublin, 


From Whip of Water 
Nth., to the Breaches 
South. 


C.A.P.V.Bobinson 


47 


141 


47 


49 


98 


49 


96 


289 


96 


67 


259 


82 




2 


Arklow, 


From the Breaches to 
Sluice River. 


G. M. Balfour, . 


149 


850 


95 


123 


607 


40 


272 


1,457 


135 


169 


924 


95 




3 


Wexford, 


From Sluice Biver to 
Bannow, Co. W exford 


Charles Gibbons, . 


34 


176 


9 


214 


955 


31 


248 


1,131 


40 


42 


230 


9 




4 


Waterford, 


From Bannow to Bally- 
voile Bridge, Co. Wa- 
terford. 


George Welch, . 


38 


139 


13 


273 


985 


37 


311 


1,124 


50 


38 


147 


13 
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No. 2. 

•'th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1S64. 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



AppbKUdc, 

State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1865, pursuant to th 



No 


Nasi* 

or District. 


BocraARua. 


Registering Officer. 


1st 


lass^cmployed 


2nd Class em 

in 1863 


loyed 


Total cmpl 
in 1863 




1 '“"Ssjiw 










Vessel 


Men. 


|Boy 


. Vessels. | Men 


1 Boy 


■ Vessel 


Mon. 


b 


. Vessol 


• Men. 


' — 


5 


Youghal, 


From Ballyvoile to 
Garrarow. 


J. A. St. Leger, 


60 


338 


23 


138 


1,135 


58 


198 


1,473 


81 


53 


293 


15 


« 


Queenstown 


From Ballycotton Bay 
to Ringabelln Bay, 
Queenstown Harbour 


J . H. Coxon, 


43 


162 


13 


231 


768 


39 


274 


930 


- 


42 


144 


11 


7 


Kinsale, . 


From Flat Head to 
Inchy Bridge. 


C. T. Dench, 


50 


376 


31 


3. 


1,941 


21 


412 


2,317 


52 


46 


312 


25 


8 


Skibbereen, 


FromHollyinchyBridge 
to Three Castle Head. 


Sam.P. Town send, 


24 


. 181 


43 


819 


3,860 1 


297 


843 


3,991 


340 


24 


131 


43 


9 


iantry, 


From Three CastleHead 
to GlengarifT. 


C. Wilkinson, 


13 


52 


- 


378 


1,512 


- 


391 


1,564 


- 


5 


20 


- 
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5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1 S 64. 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



Appendix, 

State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1865, pursuant to the 



No 


op District. 




| Registering Officer. 


1st Class ompl 
in 1863. 


ycd 


2nd Class employed 
in 1863. 


Total employed 
in 1863. 


1st Class employed 1 
m 1864. 






1 


Vessels 


**“■ 


Boys 


Vessels 


Men. 


Boy 


Vessels 


Men. 


1 


Vessels 


Men. 


Boyi. 


10 


Castletown, 


From Shot Head to 
Sneem, Co. Kerry. 


W. Bailey, . 




28 




488 


2,684 




495 


2,712 


390 


7 


28 


4 


n 


Westcove, . 


From Sneem to River 
Eroyknock. 


J. J. Boileau, 


* 


16 


- 


89 


424 




t 93 


440 


2 


8 


16 


• 


12 

i 

I 


Knightstown 


From Enagh River to 
Castleraaine. 


J. K. White, 


1 


5 


- 


225 


1,112 


40 


226 


1,117 


40 


- 


- 


- 


i 

l 

j 

. 13 

i 


• 

Dingle, 


From Cromane Point 
(Boll Head) to Blen- 
nerville. 


E. S. Meara, 


11 


44 


- 


118 


598 




129 


642 


- 


14 


60 




14 


Ballyheigue, 


From Blennerville to 
Cashen River. 


A. Kennedy, 


11 


S3 


- 


28 


114 




39 


147 




22 


70 




15 


Kilrnsh, . 


from Cashen River to 
Kilbaraha. 


Webb E. Stone, . 


1 


8 


- 


207 


622 


- 


208 


630 


- 


- 


* 


- 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 






FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELA.ND. 15 



No. 2 — continued. 

5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or 



Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1864. 









Coast-Guards and ot 






. rtleuble. 
I in tlie whole 

ere has boon a littlo contention between the trawl and 
, The trawl boats average from seven to forty ions ; 
-oin three to four and a half-inch mesh ; they trawl in 
o to three tons ^Thu fish takon* are'sold In tho local 



s preceding year. N« 

The fish spawn on i 

sandy bottoms, but the depths not known. The chief impedlmo. 

i'Tdo^ot foUow ESS?* “f 



year: ovslcrs sold at Si. tiff, per 100 from public, and St. to 7s. |ier lou 
from private beds. No Curing Establishment. No coUlsions; fish, r- 
men orderly. For tho improvement of tlic fisheries he suggests the 
appointment of some person with a good knowledge of trawling and 
other modes of fishing to instruct the people. Registry perfect, irawls 
and trammels used without contontion. Honrs for trammels might bo 
prolonged. The trawl boats are eight tons, use a five and a half-inch 
mesh, and fish in from two and a half to three fathomsof water. About 
forty seino and Hue boats off and on. Fish sold in local markets. 
Number of trawlers tho samo as preceding year. Tho fish caught are 
hake, skad, cod. plaice, and soles; and sometimes mackerel and 
herrings. If trawling wero practised in deep water, and with larger trawls 
and vessels, a laTgo return would be made, and the general eficct would 
he good. 

A slight improvement in boats and gear. A slight improvement in seine 
fishing; but dcop-sea long-lino fishing yearly getting worse inshore. 
An extensive lobster fishery has been opened at Portmagee by an 
English gentleman from Saloombe, which is a great boon to the peer 
fishermen. Last year not so productive as the preceding in deep-sea 
fishing, but a larger quantity of seine fish was taken, nearly all ot which 
was skad, and very few mackerel or herring! Nonatural oyster uanks, 
and but ono small private bed. One Curing Establishment at Port- 
magee, and tho fishermen euro their own fish along the coast. No 
conflicts ; fishermen most orderly, peaceable, and well uisposed in every 
wav. Registry perfect. Trawling carried on in Dingle and Ballln 
skclligs Bays without contention with line fishers. Fish of all kinds 
except salmon, getting more scarce each year closo to shorn, in conse 
quouco of trawlers being allowed to fish in tho bays closo inshore am 
Inside tho lino of headlands. Trawling practised In from four to fitted 
fathomsof water. There are twenty trawl beats, of from twenty t 
sixty tons, and 23S seine and line boats, of &om two to tivo tons, horn 
of the fish sold in tho local markets; somo cured and sent to dlstan. 
places. Trawlers on tho increase. Ling, coih hake, and haddock, 
takon in best condition from 1st January to 1 5th April. Lm- 
last year quite equal to any year for somo time; cod fishing l 
equal ; hake fishing very good off Skelligs ; ling are supposed 
on sandy Worn, near rocky ledges, in about fifty fathom wl. 
the same ; liako and haddock more inshore and inside headlands. Chief 
impediment to improvement is the scarcity of fish ; the supply 



destruction of all kinds of spawning fish, and in this opinion 1 am = 
ported by the majority of fishermen wherever . M have ^ *JI I n 



vs: “My 



of thefishc 

... ns with my report in 

injury done to the r’- 



ivS 



S^^rt^j^mtr«R^l^Mde of ?e»d]a»£ ra ^wnln|^rwuii'un m ? 



each other; their habits are orderly. Thoy suggest that some encourage- 
ment should bo given for long-lino fishing in tho Summer months. 

S -try perfect. Trawl and trammel nets used without ■ ““toahon 
lino men. Fourteen trawlers, trom fourteen to forty tons, fish in 
from tin to tliirtv-firc fathom water, with a sovon-inrh mesh. 13U 
boats of from one to five tons, engaged in seino and lino fishing. 
Tho fish cnuuht are sole, turbot, eod, haddock, brit, dorey, hake, 
pollock, .oif.r honing. an. plctafd,. Col, Lildock, sole. 

ie coast ; the remaining fishermen much im- 



The fish ars believed 
- - -ws; flatjsh gcr 



bs'Jasaiiesissi'K 

and gear decidedly falling off; 
ish considerably less than preei 
fidr; natural ‘ * — 

ordcrlv. Registry ». ............ — a» -- — 

and ground too rocky. Fish sold in local markets, 
turuot. minings, and ling taken, but aU in very small quantities, 
chief impediment to improremont is tho want of fish to encourage fiBh- 



onsiderably less than preceding year. State of oyster fisheries 
tnral banks not improving; no new banks. Oysters good ; price, 
U. per hundred. No Curing Establishment. No collisions; 
m ordcrlv. Registry not correct. No trawling, as tides ano 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



Appendix, 

StATfi of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1865, pursuant to the 





Name 




Registering Officer. 


1st Class emp 
in 1863. 


Ojrod 


2nd Class employed 


Total employed 


1st Class employed 
in 1884. 










Vessel 


Men. 


Bo; 


Vessel 


Men. 


Boy. 


Vessel 


Mon. 


Boys 




Mon. 


i'-'J-. 


ill 


Soiifield, . 


From Blackhead to 
Farrihie Beach. 


H. Harper, . 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


*' 


Galway, . 


From Farrihie to Mason 
Island. 


B. L. Lefroy, 


189 


428 


123 


656 


721 


7 


845 


1,149 


130 


82 


352 


22 


•» 


Clifden, . 


From Mason Island to 
Ruana Point. 


W. H. Annesley, 


53 


180 


8 


426 


1,714 


30 


479 


1,894 


38 


52 


142 


- 


19 


Westport, , 


From Doobeg to Ruana 
Point. 


G. H. Loveridge, . 


21 


62 


IS 


304 


1,165 


433 


325 


1,227 


445 


18 


54 


- 


an 


Ivoele, 


From Ballvcrav Castle 
to Bony Glen. 


W. C. Pyper, 


12 


36 


10 


321 


1,774 


41 


333 


1,810 


51 


10 


30 


• 


ai 


Belmullet, . 


From Butter Point to 
Doona Head. 


T. Bate, . 


4 


30 


- 


198 


689 


55 


202 


719 


55 




■- 


- 


» 


Ballycastle, 


From Brandy Point, 
Broad Haven, to the 
centre of Bartra Isle, 
Kiilala Bay. 


W. C. S. Sullivan, 


- 


- 


- 


158 


1,030 


- 


158 


1,030 


- 


1 


2 


- 
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jj 0 2 — continued. 



5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1S64. 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



Appendix, 

State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1865, pursuant to the 



1 


| 




Postering Officer. 


1st Class employed 
in 18S3. 


2nd Class employed, 
in 1863. 


To 


al employed 
in 1863. 


1st Class employed 
■n 18 Gi ’ 


1 








Vessels 


Hen. 


b 


Vessel 


I Men. 

I 


Boy 


. Vessol 


Men. 


Boy 


Vessel 


pi 


Buys. 


L 


' PaHendiva, 


From Sligo Bridge to 
Ballina Bridge. 


A. Luekcraft, 


1 


3 


- 


134 


1 516 


11 


135 


519 


11 


1 




- 


24 


Sligo, 


From Abbey Point to 
Sligo Bridge. 


W. K. Shoveller, . 


3 


9 


3 


214 


res 


» 


217 


792 


77 


* 


13 


' 


25 


Killybegs, . 


From Donegal to Gweo- 
barra Bar. 


R. Edwards, 


15 


51 


6 


382 


1,861 


507 


- 


1,912 


513 


7 


2S 




26 


Rutland, . 


From Gweebarra Bar to 
Bloody Foreland. 


W. H. Noate, 


- 


- 


- 


268 


898 


25 


268 


- 


25 


- 




- 


■j ; 
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5 th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1664. 
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5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1864. 




Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 













22 



APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 





FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND. 



2; 



No. 2 -r-continued. 






24 



APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



Appendix, 



State of the Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1865, pursuant to the 



K „ i Nam* 

os District. 


Boilvoaries. 


Registering Officer. 


1st Claes employed 
in 1S63. 


2nd Class employed, 
in 1863. 


Total employed 
in 1863. 


;.r;ai 


31 




Boyi. 


Vessels. 


Men. 


Boys 




Mon. 


1c>s. 


Vessels. 


Men. 






Howth, 


From Howth to Whip 
of Water. 


C. W. Hughes, . 


201 


26 


8 


32 


2 


39 


233 


28 


31 


201 


| 








Total, . 


1,015 


4,362 


566 


9,206 


36,130 


315£ 


10,221 


40,492 


3721 


978 


4,559 





Appendix, No. 3. 



Great Southern and Western Railway. 

Return of the weight of all Fresh Fish conveyed over the Great Southern and Western Railway for the year 
ending 31st December, 1864. 



i). Tons. 

Salmon, 312 

Cod, 6 

Haddock, .... 33 

Herrings, .... 322 

Shell FisL, .... 126 

Mackerel, 701 



Tons. 

Hake, 31 

Flat Fish, .... 48 

Eels, 8 

Fresh Fish not named in Invoice, 55 

Total, . . 1,642 



Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland. 



Return of the quantity of Fish conveyed over the Midland Great Western Railway in the year 1864. 



Galway, 
Castlebar, 
Sligo, . 
Coflooney, . 
Ballisodare, . 



Salmon. 



31s. Od. per ton 
39s. 9 d. „ 

24 s. 6 d. 

34s. Od. „ 

34s. Od. „ 



Weight. 
Tons. cwts. qrs. 

83 4 2 
35 8 1 
15 18 3 
2 2 0 
2 16 2 



Several Special Rates in operation. 



Description of Fish. 
Fish, coarse, 
Oysters, . 
Winkles, . 



Total, 



Weight. 
Tons. cwtB. qrs. 
86 0 0 
252 16 1 
218 16 2 

697 2 3 



Rates. 

Oysters, from Sligo, 24s. 6<f. per ton. 

Oysters and Winkles, from Castlebar, 21s. per ton. 
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No. 2 — continued. 



5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1364 



3ud Class ^employed 


Total employed 
in 1864. 


Increase since 
1863. 




Substance of Observations made by Inspecting Commnnders of 
Coast-Guards and other Registering Officers, up to tbe 
1st January, 1866. 


g 


Mon. 


Boys 


Vessels. 


Mon. 


Bsys 




Men. 




Vessels. 


Men. 


B... 




36 


3 


40 


237 


29 




4 


1 








Great improvement in boats and gear, and still improving; there will 

most productive, as regards tbe take of herrings ; all other kinds offish 
steadily decreasing. One oyster-bed at Sntton ; quality of oysters good ; 
price 5s. per hundred. No Curing Establishment. Between 4,000 and 
5,000 barrels of herrings cured on the quays of Howth Harbour for 
English markets. Such collisions as have occurred were mostly un- 
avoidable. Fishermen mast orderly and peaceable. A cutter toattend 
tho herring fleet would be vory desirable, for the preservation of order, 
and to soo that no boats shot before sunset. Registry perfect ; but 
marking and numbering of boats from other districts, particularly Ark- 
low, very imperfectly carried out. Trawling not legal within the limits 
of this district; frequent complaints of trawlers carrying away the gear 
of line fishers. From ten to twelve boats, of eighteen tons each, 
engaged in lino fishing. Fish sent to Dublin and English markets. 
Herrings in best condition from Juno to September; cod, January and 
February. No impediment to improvement nor any want of industry, 
whore there la a prospoot of fish being taken. Trawling most injurious, 
from tho disturbance and destruction of spawn and of small unsaleable 
fish. Tho officer says ‘ ■ tho take of fish (herrings excepted 1 appears to 
bo rapidly declining on this part of the const, which, in common with 
every person under my command, and of others able to form an opinion 
upon tho subject, I cannot holp attributing m a great measure to tho 
practico of trawling, and the destruction of spawn and small fish con- 
sequent thereon. As a measure tending to restore tho fisheries, I think 
if trawling is still pormittod, that a close season should bo established, 
which on this part of ths coast might boduring tho height of the herring 

season, from 15th Juno to 15th September." 




32,857 


3055 


9,300 


37,416 


3531 


562 


2,406 


s 


1,483 


5,482 


756 



Vessels. Men. Boys. 

Total Decrease, . . . 921 3,076 191 



Dublin and Drogheda Railway. 



Pisli Carried by the Dublin and Drogheda Line for the year 1864. 



Passenger Trains — 

93f.Tlmp.rs, 1 SlJm 
109 Boxes, J 
156 Bags Eels, 

178 Packages other Fish, 



at 2s. 6 d. per cwt. 
„ 3s. Od. „ 

„ 3s. 6 d. „ 



Goods Trains from — 
Howth to Dublin, 
Balbriggan, „ 
Skerries, „ 

Drogheda, „ 
Rush, „ 



Tons. Cwt. Qrs. 

1,886 16 0 Herrings, at 2s. 10<£. per ton. 
58 5 1 Other fish, „ 7s. 2<2. „ 

20 0 0 „ „ 6s. 2d. „ 

9 13 1 „ „ 6s. 8rf. „ 

2 0 0 „ „ 3s. 2d. „ 



Total, .... 1,976 14 2 



To England, via Holyhead, 
via Milford, 



, Dublin, 



Waterford and Limerick Railway. 

Quantity of Salmon sent from Limerick in the year 1864. 

Tons. cwt. qrs. Ter ton. 

51 9 1 at average rate of £6 15s. 0 d. 

17 13 3 charged at ' 6 10s. 0 d. 

70 19 0 do. 3 0s. 0<f. 



Total, 



140 2 0 



Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway. 

Quantity of each kind of Fish conveyed on the Line during the year 1864. 

Tons. cwt. Rate charged. 



Oysters, 

Herrings, 

Cod, . . . 

Ling and Dried Fish, . 

Total, 



513 O ) 

542 0 > 8d. per cwt. 

4 8 J 

110 6 d. per cwt. 



1,060 18 



D 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



Appendix, 
Return of Fish sent by Rah, 



Place Booked to. 


| Bate per Xon.| Haddock. 


Rato per To 


J.| Cod. | Rato per To 


Maokerol. 


RatoporTo 


”j Horrings. 


January. 

Cork, 

Dublin, . 
Liverpool, 

February. 

Cork, 

Dublin, . 

March. 

Cork, 

Dublin, . 

Corkf 7 ” 7 '. 
Dublin, . 
Liverpool, 
Birmingham, . 
London, . 

May. 

Cork, 

Dublin, . 
Liverpool, 
Birmingham, . 
Ditto, 

Cork, ' me \ . 
Dublin, . 

July. 

Cork, . . 

Dublin, , 

August. 
Cork, . 

Dublin, . 


£ s. 

2 0 0 


. Tons. cwts. qrs. lb 
3 18 2 S 


£ S. 

0 5 0 
17 0 


Tona cwts. qrs. lb 

1 0 1 16 
18 0 0 


£ s. 

4 0 0 


Tons. cwts. qra lb. 
0 6 10 


£ s. 

0 6 0 
1 7 0 
4 0 0 


Tons. cwts. qrs. Ibs. 

0 8 2 19 
8 3 0 8 
112 0 


~ 


3 18 2 5 


- 


2 8 1 16 


~ 


0 6 10 


- 


9 13 1 27 


2 0 0 


4 2 2 19 


0 5 0 
17 0 


0 6 0 10 
1 6 0 18 


1 7 0 


0 16 1 19 


0 5 0 

1 7 0 


10 0 0 
2 5 3 2 


- 


4 2 2 19 


- 


1 12 1 0 


- 


0 15 1 19 


- 


3 5 3 2 


2 0 0 


3 4 2 14 


0 5 0 

1 7 0 


0 10 0 0 
0 13 3 10 


0 5 0 

1 7 0 


30 0 1 0 
7 18 0 18 


0 5 0 


3 9 0 0 




3 4 2 14 


- 


1 3 3 10 


- 


37 18 1 18 


- 


3 9 0 0 


2 0 0 


1 19 0 4 


0 5 0 

1 7 0 


2 0 11 
0 11 0 14 


1 7 0 

4 0 0 

5 10 0 

6 10 0 


40 1 2 18 
97 1 0 9 

4 6 2 7 
12 16 0 16 
2 0 0 8 


0 5 0 


2 4 0 18 


- 


1 19 0 4 


- 


2 11 1 15 


- 


156 4 2 2 


- 


2 4 0 18 


2 0 0 


0 12 I 7 


17 0 


0 0 2 3 


1 7 0 

4 0 0 

5 10 0 
5 10 0 


147 17 1 0 
81 16 1 15 

1 7 1 23 

2 0 0 0 
2 9 18 


1 1 1 1 i 


I 1 1 1 1 




0 12 1 7 


- 


0 0 2 3 


- 


235 10 1 18 


- 


- 


2 0 0 


0 15 1 4 


= 




1 7 0 


86 0 0 0 
26 18 3 21 


- 


r 


- 


0 15 1 4 


- 


- 


- 


112 18 3 21 


- 


- 


- 


- 




- 


1 7 0 


23 19 1 2 
5 2 0 0 


0 5 0 


4 19 2 0 
4 19 2 0 


■ . — 


- 




- 


- 


29 1 1 2 


_ 




= ' 


z 


1 0 1 16 


1 7 0 


0 12 0 11 


0 5 0 


3 0 0 0 


“ 


— 


- 


1 0 1 16 


- 


0 12 0 11 


— 


8 0 0 0 


September. 

Cork, 

Dublin, 


- 


- 


- 


1 17 1 0 


- 


- 


0 5 0 


1 12 0 0 


” 




- 


1 17 1 0 


- 


_ 


_ 


1 12 0 0 


October. 
Cork, 
Dublin, . 


r 


- 


0 5 0 


2 11 0 1 


- 


- 


- 


- 








— 


2 11 6 1 


- 


- 


— 


— 


November. 

Cork, 

Dublin, . 


2 0 0 


0 5 2 21 


0 5 0 

1 7 0 


3,420 
0 2 2 16 


- 


= 


- 


- 




“ 


0 5 2 21 




3 7 0 16 


- 


— 


— 


_ 


December. 

Cork, 

Dublin, . 


2 0 0 


2 12 3 9 


0 5 0 


5 10 3 21 


- 


- 


= 


- 






2 12 3 9 


— . 


5.10 3 21 




_ 


_ 


— 


r "‘“' ' ' 




17 10 3 27 


~ . 


22 3 0 14 


- 


573 7 1 7 


- . 


28 3 3 19 






Gross 


OTAL, . 
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No. 3 — continued. 



from Kinsale for 1864. 





Rato per Ton. 




Rato per Ton 


Baku. 


Rate per Ton 


Lobsters. . 


ItatcperTon. 


Sprats. 






£ S. <f. 


Tons. owls. qrs. lbs. 


£ s. d 


Tons. cwts. qrs. lba 


£ S. d. 


Tons. cwts. qrs. lbs. 


£ s. d. 


Tons. cwts. qrs. lbs. 


iiSSI 




- 


- 


0 5 0 


1 10 0 0 


_ 


_ 




_ 


January. 

Cork. 
































~ 


■ — 


- 


— 


Liverpool. 




- 


- 


- 


1 10 0 0 


- 


- 


- 


_ 






















February. 

Cork. 




_ 




— 






0 0 3 18 


— , 


— 


Dublin. 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


0 0 3 18 


- 


- 


















































— 


— 


2 0 0 


0 16 0 13 


— 


— 


Dublin. 




• “ 


- 


- 


- 


- 


0 16 0 13 


_ 


- 






































0 5 0 
















2 0 0 


0 13 2 13 






Dublin. 












— 








Liverpool. 




— 




— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Birmingham, 








— 


— 


~ 


~ 


— 


— 


London. 




- 


~ 


— 


- 




0 13 2 13 


- 


0 14 1 0 






















Cork. ^ 
Dublin. 






— 


1 7 0 


0 2 1 14 


2 0 0 


0 16 3 6 


_ 


_ 




— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Liverpool. 




— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Birmingham. 








“ 






~ 


— 


~ 


Ditto. 




- 


- 


- 


0 2 1 14 


- 


0 16 3 6 


- 


- 






















.Ttmn 








0 5 0 


2 10 3 0 










Cork. 




2 0 0 


0 4 3 7 


— 


— 


2 0 0 


0 1 1 24 




~ 


Dublin. 




- 


0 4 3 7 


- 


2 10 3 0 


- 


0 1 1 24 


- 


— 












16 1 0 16 






0 5 0 


4 8 2 9 


Cork. ^ 




2 0 0 


0 10 2 21 


— 


~ 


— 


— 




— 


Dublin. 




- 


0 10 2 21 


- 


16 1 0 16 


- 


- 


- 


4 8 2 9 






















August. 




0 5 0 






40 1 3 0 










Cork. 




2 0 0 


0 6 2 11 


1 7 0 


0 2 2 7 


2 0 0 


0 12 9 




~ 


Dublin. 




- 


0 6 2 11 


- 


40 4 1 7 


- 


0 12 9 


“ 


5 15 3 9 






















September. 
















0 5 0 


1 10 0 6 


Cork. 




2 0 0 


0 2 2 14 


— 




2 0 0 


0 13 2 10 


- 


— 


Dublin. 




- 


0 2 2 14 


- 


16 4 1 0 


- 


0 13 2 10 


“ 


1 10 0 6 






















Octuber. 





















Cork. 




— 


— 


1 7 0 


0 9 2 0 


2 0 0 


0 8 2 18 


— 




Dublin. 




- 


- 


- 


37 5 3 0 


- 


0 8 2 18 


- 


- 






















November. 





















Cork. 




~ 


- 


17 0 


1 10 2 0 






- 


— 


Dublin. 




- ' 


- 


- 


28 11 2 18 




- 




- 






















December. 














_ 


— 


— 


Cork. 




— 


— .. 


17 0 


8 19 2 11 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Dublin. 




- 


- 


- 


35 0 3 1 


' - 






1 








1 4 2 25 


- 


177 1,1 0 0 


“ 


3 12 2 27 




12 8 2 24 


Total. 


836 tons, 2 cwts. 2 qrs. 3 Lba. 





D2 
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APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



Appendix. 



Appendix, No. 4. 



Abstract of 
By-Laws, 
Orders, &c. 



Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by tbe Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland, 
to 31st December, 1864. 



Place affected by 
By-Law, 
and Date thereof. 


Nature of By-Law. 


Place affected by 
By-Law, 

and Dato thereof. 


Nature of By-Law. 


Dublin Bay, . 

(10th Oct., 1842.) 

East Coast, . 

(14th Feb., 1851.) 

Dundrnm Bay, &e., 
(3rd Dec., 1851.) 

Belfast Lough, 

(25th Oct., 1854, and 
Ib'th Feb., 1857.) 

Lough SwiUy, 

(27th June, 1844.) 

Donegal Bay, 

(10th Feb., 1857.) 

Galway Bay, . 

(22nd March, 1843, 
and 9th Jan., 1854.) 

Brandon Bay, 

(23rd Ang., 1860.) 
Dingle Bay, . 

(2nd March, 1852, 
and 28th Jan. , 1 862.) 

BantryBay, . 

(27th March, 1858.) 

Glandore Harbour, 
(11th Sept., 1861.) 

Waterford Harbour, 
(2nd March, 1852, 
and 12th Sept., 1860.) 
Wexford Coast, . 
(20th April, 1849.) 

Dungarvan Bay, . 
(4th July, 1849.) 


TRAWLING. 

Prohibiting Trawling inside lines drawn from the 
Bailey Light-house at Howth, to the Eastern- 
most point of the rocks called the “Mngglins;” 
thence by a straight line to the Southern point 
of Dalkey Island ; thence by a straight line across 
Dalkey Sound, in the direction of the signal 
station on Killiney Hill. 

Prohibiting Trawling within a line drawn from 
, the Nose of Howth, to the Eastern point of St. 
Patrick’s Island (Skerries); thence to Clogher 
Head ; thence to Dnnany Point; thence to Cran- 
field Point, in the County Down. 

Prohibiting Trawling from Hellyhunter Rock, 
off Cranneld Point, to St. John’s Point, both 
in the County Down. 

Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line drawn 
from the Castle of Carrickfergus, to Rockport, 
in the County Antrim, and from 1st December 
to 1st April, and the use of Nets of less mesh 
than one and three-quarter inches from knot to 
knot (except Draft Nets for Herrings). 
Prohibiting Trawling within a line from Knock- 
alla Battery on the) Westside, to Linsfort Church 
on the East side of the Lough. 

Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
the Bian Rock, to a place called Doorin Point: 
and from a place called the Blind Rock, to the 

Ncrtl-.c-.-a ["..cm cf R .. v. lagli , 

Lower; andfrom thence to Kildoney Point ; and 
from thence to a place called Pointinchose. 
Prohibiting Trawling within a line from Bama 
Pier to Gleninagh Castle. Also when large 
shoals of Herrings shall have set in in the Bay, 
and while Boats are engaged in Drifting for 
Herrings or Mackerel, and when Boats shall 
commence Fishing for Herrings or Mackerel, 
that Trawl Boats shall keep at a distance of 
three miles from them. 

Prohibiting Trawling within a line drawn from 
Brandon Point to Coosanea. 

Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
Bull’s Head, near Dingle, to Cnnunna, near 
Yalentia. 

Repealing By-Law prohibiting Trawling. 
Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
Crowdy Point to Carrigskye Rock; and from 
thence to Reenavanny Point, on the North 
Shore of middy Island. 

Prohibiting Trawling between sunset and sun- 
rise. 

Prohibiting Trawling between the 1st day of May 
and the 1st day of October in each year, within 
that part of the Harbour of Glandore lying to 
the northward of a straight line from the Tele- 
graph or Signal Tower at “ Foilnashark,” or 
“Filenashawk," on the north-eastern point of 
the entrance to the Harbour, and Sheela Point, 
on the western shore. 

Prohibiting Trawling by Boats exceeding five 
ton3 measurement, within a line drawn from 
Creden Head to Temple Church. 

Prohibiting Trawling in all places where there 
are Boats engaged in Herring or Mackerel 
Drift Net Fishing ; and that Trawl Boats shall 
keep at a distance of at least three miles from 
all boats fishing for Herrings or Mackerel, 
with Drift Nets. And whenever Herring or 
Mackerel Boats shall commence Drift Net 
Fishing in any place, on or off the Coast of 
Wexford, the Trawl Boats shall depart there- 
from, and keep at least three miles distant from 
the Drift Net Herring or Mackerel Boats. 

TRAMMEL NETS. 

Prohibiting the nse of Trammel and every other 
Fixed or Moored Net (except Bag or other 
Nets for the taking of Salmon) in Dungar- 
van Bay within the limit formed as follows, 
namely, the space lying between a line passing 
due East and West through the Northernmost 
point of Helvick Head, and a line passing due 
East and West through the Southernmost point 
of Ballmacourty Head, in the Co. Waterford • 
but to the North and East of the line through 
Ballinacourty Head, and to the South aid 
West of the line through Helvick Head, such 
Trammel or Moored Nets may be set, and re- 
main set in the water from Three o’Clock, p m 
of one day, until Nine o’Clock, a.m., in thefol- 
lowmg day, daring January, March, October, 
November, and December in each Year; and 
from Five o’Clock, p.m., of one day, to Seven 


Inver Bay, . 

(24th Sept., 1860.) 

River Slaney, Co. 
Woxford, 

(25th March, 1854, 
and 4th March, 1862.) 

River Lee, Co. of the 

.■cEBE”? to.) 

Lou^U Reo, River 
(27th August, 1858.) 

aud24t8Feb-, 1860.) 

8 a s 'S L “‘ l1 

(24th July, 1846.) 
Clare and Clare-Gal- 

:r R St 

(MndDcc., 1862.) 
T (24th^eb"?860.) 


o’Clock, a.m., in the following day, during 
May, June July, August, and September 
Also prohibiting such Nets athwart or within 
200 yards of any boat, whi ch at the time of setting 
such net Bhallbo moored, and the Crew thereof 
engaged in Line Fishing ; and to every train of 
such Trammel or Moored Nets shall be attached 
at least one floating buoy or board, upon which 
shall be painted in legible characters not less 
than one inch in length, in white upon a black 
ground, the Letter of the District, and the name 
of the Owner to which such Net belongs. 
Prohibiting the use of Trammel Nets within or 
to the North-east of a line drawn from the 
Mouth of the Bunlagliy River to Doorin 
Point. 

Prohibiting, during the Close Season for Salmon 
the use of Nets of any kind whatsoever, be^ 
tween Ferrycarrig Bridge and the Town of 
Enniscorthy. 

Prohibiting, during the Open Season for Salmon 
the use of Nets with meshes of less size than 
one and three-quarter inches from knot to knot, 
between Ferrycarrig Bridge and the Town of 
Enniscorthy. 

Prohibiting, during the Close Season for Salmon, 
the use of Draught Nets, or any other Not or 
Nets used as a Draught Net, having a foot-rope 
and leads or weights affixed thereto, within the 
following limits, viz. in that part of the River 
Lee, situate between Patrick’s Bridge, in the 
City of Cork, and a line drawn across the said 
River Lee, from Blackrock Castle, ontheSouth, 
to the Western extremity of the Townland of 
Dunkettle, on the North. 

Prohibiting the use of Nets of any kind whatso- 
ever in the tidal part of the river known as the 
Argideen River, in the County of Cork, situa- 
ted between the junction of the Owenkeagh or 
Blind River with the said Argideen River and 
the Bridge of Timoleague, all in the Barony of 
the East Division of East Carbery, and County 
of Cork. 

Prohibiting Net Fishing in that part of the River 
Shannon between Wellesley Bridge and the 
Railway Bridge, botween 1st June and 12th 
February. 

First. — Prohibiting, between the 20th day of 
July and 1st day of November in each year, 
the use of Draught Nets, or any other Net or 
Nets used as a Draught Net, having a foot-rope 
and leads or weights affixed thereto, within the 
following limits, viz. in that part of the River 
Shannon situate between the Fishing Weir 
known as tho Lax Weir, and a line drawn due 
North and South across the said River Shan- 
non at the Western extremity of Graigue Island. 
Second.— Prohibiting Draught Nets for the cap- 
ture of Fish of any kind, of a mesh less than 
one and three-quarter inches from knot to knot, 
to be measured along the side of the square, or 
seven inches, to be measured all round each 
snch mesh, such measurements being taken in 
the clear when the Net is wet, in the tidal 
parts of the River Shannon, or in the tidal 
parts of any of the Rivers flowing into tho said 
River Shannon. 

Permitting the nse of Nets in Lough Ree, having 
a mesh of five inches in the round measured 
when the Net is wet. 

Prohibiting, during the Salmon Close Season, 
the use of Draft Nets having a foot-rope and 
leads or weights affixed thereto, in the Estuary 
of Castlemame inside the Bar of Inch. 
Permitting Pollen to be taken by Trammel or 
Set Nets composed of Thread or Yarn of a fine 
texture, not less than ten hanks to the pound 
weight, doubled and twisted with a mesh of not 
less than one inch from knot to knot, from the 
1st of March to the 29th September. 
Prohibiting the use of the Instrument, commonly 
called Strokehanl or Snatch, or any other such 
instrument, in River Galway, Loughs Comb 
or Mask, or their Tributaries. 

Prohibiting the nse of Nets Of any kind whatso- 
ever in any part of the Rivers known as the 
Clare and the Clare-Galway or Turloughmore 
Rivers, in the County of Galway, above the 
junction of tho said Rivers with Lough Comb, 
in the County of Galway. 

Prohibiting tlie use of Nets for tho capture of 
Fish of any kind, with meshes of less than one 
inch from knot to knot (to be measured along 
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Appendix, No. 4 — continued . 

Abstract of By-Laws, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland, 
to 3 1st December, 1864. 



Appendix. 

Abstract of 
By-Laws 
Orders, &c. 



Place affected by 
By-Law. 

and Dato thereof. 


Nature of By-Law. 


Place affeoted by 
By-Law, 

and Date thereof. 


Nature of By-Law. 


Coasts of Wicklow 
and Wexford, 
(■22nd April, 1846.) 

Wexford Coast, 

(8th April, 1862.) 

Cork Harbour, 

(28th Oct., 1853.) 

Tralea Bay, . 

(28th Sept., 1860.) 


the side of the square, or four inches to he 
measured all round each such mesh, such mea- 
surements being taken iu the clear when the Net 
is wet), on that part of the coast of the County 
of Donegal inside, or to the North-east and 
North of lines drawn from Rossan Point to 
Teelin Head, and from Teelin Head to Carri- 
gan Head, and from Carrigan Head to Muck- 
ross Point, all in the Barony of Bannagh, and 
County of Donegal. 

OYSTERS. 

Permitting, during the month of May, the Dredg- 
ing for Oysters from any of the Public Bods 
below level of lowest water of Spring Tides, on 
that part of the Coast between Wicklow Head 
and Raven Point, north of Wexford Harbour, 
for the purpose of replenishing and supplying 
Artificial Oyster Beds or Layings, or other 
Beds or Layings, the exclusive properly of any 
person, but for no other purpose whatever. 
First— All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters off the said Wexford Coast, 
south of Raven Point, shall cull all such Oysters 
as may he taken or caught ; and shall not re- 
move from any Fishing Ground or Oyster Bed . 
any Oyster of less dimensions than three inches, 
at the greatest diameter thereof, and shall im- 
mediately throw back into the Sea all Oysters 
of less dimensions than aforesaid, as well as all 
gravel and fragments of shells as shall be raised 
or taken while engaged in such fishing ; and no 
person shall take from any Oyster Bed, Rock, 
Strand, or Shore, off said Wexford Coast, south 
of Raven Point, any Oyster of less dimensions 
than three inches, at the greatest diameter 
thereof ; and anyperson offending in any respect 
against this By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, 
for each offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two 
Pounds. 

Second. —All persons ore hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Son, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground off the said Wexford 
Coast, the ballast of any boat, or any other 
matter or thing injurious or detrimental to the 
Oyster Fishery; and all persons acting contrary 
hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit and pay 
a sum of Two Pounds. 

First.— That between the 1st May and 1st Sep- 
tember, no boat shall have or. hoard any dredge 
or other implement for taking Oysters. 

Second. — Every fisherman shall, on the fishing 
ground, cull all Oysters, and shall not remove 
any Oyster of less dimensions than two and 
a-half inches at the greatest diameter thereof: 
and shall throw back into the Sea all gravel 
and fragments of shells as he shall raise while 
engaged in such fishing. 

Third. —All persons are prohibited from throwing 
into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed or Oyster 
Fishing Ground, the ballast of any boat, or any 
other matter or thing injurious to the Oyster 
Fishery. 

Fourth.— No person shall, between Sunset and 
Sunrise, dredge for, take, or catch any Oysters 
within the Harbour of Cork. 

First.— That between the 1st day of April and 
the 1st day of Novombor hi any year, being the 
CIobb Season for Oysters in the said Bay of Tra- 
lee, no boat, in the said Bay of Tralee, sliaU have 
on hoard any dredge or other implement for the 
taking of Oysters; and if, between the periods 
aforesaid, there shall be on board any boat any 
such dredge or other implement for the taking 
of Oysters, tho master or owner of such boat 
shall, for each such offence, forfeit and pay a 
sum of Five Pounds. 

Second-All persons engaged m fishing, for or 
taking Oysters in said Bay of Tralee, shall cull 
all such Oysters as may be taken or caught ; 
and shall not remove from any fishing ground 
or Oyster Bed any Oyster of less dimensions 
than two inches and one-half, at the greatest 
diameter thereof, and shall immediately throw 
back into the Sea all Oysters of less dimensions 
than aforesaid, as well as all gravel and frag- 
ments of shells as shall be raised or taken while 
engaged in such fishing; and no person shall 
take from any rock, strand, or shore of said 
Bay of Tralee, any Oyster of less dimensions 
than two inches and one-half, at the greatest 
diameter thereof; and any person offending in 

tSkI— AU persons arThaeby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 


Achill Sound, Clew 
Bay, & Blacksod 
Bay, 

(15th Dec., 1860.) 

Carlingford Lough, 

(17th April, I860.) 


Oyster Fishing Ground in the said Bay of Tra- 
lee, the ballast of any boat, or any other matter 
or thing injurious or detrimental to the Oyster 
Fishery ; and all persons acting contrary hereto 
shall, for each offence, forfeit and pay a sum 
of Two Pounds. 

First— That between the 1st day of April and 
the 1st day of October in any year, being the 
Close Season for Oysters in said Clew Bay, 
Achill Sound, and Blacksod Bay, no boat, in 
the said Clew Bay, Achill Sound, and Black- 
sod Bay, shall have on board any dredge or 
other implement for the taking of Oysters ; and 
if, between the periods aforesaid, there shall be 
on board any boat any such dredge or other 
implement for the taking of Oysters, the mas- 
ter or owner of such boat shall for each such 
offence, forfeit and pay o sum of Five Pounds. 
Second.— All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Clew Bay, Achill Sound, 
and Blacksod Bay, shall cnllall such Oysters 
as may be taken or caught; and shall not re- 
move from any Fishing Ground or Oyster Bed 
any Oyster of less dimensions than two inches 
and one-half, at the greatest diameter thereof, 
and shall immediately throw back into the Sea 
all Oysters of less dimensions than aforesaid, 
as well as all gravel and fragments of shells as 
shall be raised or taken while engaged in such 
fishing; and no person shall take from any 
rock, strand, bed, or shore of said Clew Bay, 
Achill Sound, and Blacksod Boy, any Oyster 
of less dimensions than two inches and one- 
half, at the greatest diameter thereof; and any 
person offending in any respect against this 
By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds. 
Third— All persons are hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground in said Clew Bay, 
Achill Sound, and Blacksod Bay, the ballast of 
any boat, or any other matter or thing injurious 
or detrimental to the Oyster Fishery; and all 
persons acting contrary hereto shall, for each 
offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds. 
Fourth. — No person shall, between sunset and 
sunrise, dredge for, take, or catch, any Oysters 
within said Clew Bay, Achill Sound, and 
Blacksod Bay; and every person acting con- 
trary hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit and 
pay a sum of Five Pounds. 

First— That between the 1st day of March and 
1st day of November in any year, it shall not 
he lawful for any person to dredge for, take, 
catch, or destroy any Oysters or Oyster Brood 
within the said Lough of Carlingford, or off or 
from any of the shores or rocks of said Lough, 
aud any person offending against this By-Law 
shall, lor each such offence, forfeit and pay a 
sum of Five Pounds. 

Second— That between the 1st day of March 
and the 1st day of November in any year, no 
boat, in the said Lough of Carlingford, shall 
have on board any dredge or other implement 
for the taking of Oysters; and if, between the 
periods aforesaid, there shall he on board any 
boat any such dredge or other implement for 
the taking of Oysters, the master or owner of 
such boat shall, for each such offence, forfeit 
and pay a sum of Five Pounds. 

Third— All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters in said Lough of Carlingford, 
shall cull all such Oysters as may be taken or 
caught; and shall not remove from any Fish- 
ing Ground or Oyster Bed any Oyster of less 
dimensions than two inches andone-half, at the 
greatest diameter thereof, and shall imme- 
diately throwback into theSeaall Oysters of less 
dimensions than aforesaid, as well as all gravel 
and fragments of shells as shall be raised or 
taken while engaged in such fishing; and no 
person shall take from any rock, strand, or 
shore of said Lough of Carlingford, any Oyster 
of less dimensions than two inches and one- 
half, at 'the greatest diameter thereof; and 
any person offending in any respect against 
this By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, for 
each offence, forfeit and pay a sum of Two 
Pounds. 

Fourth. — All persons aTe hereby prohibited from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground in the said Lough of 
Carlingford, the ballast of auy boat, or any 
other matter or thing injurious or detrimental 
to the Oyster Fishery ; and all persons acting 
contrary hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit 
and pay a sum of Two Pounds. 
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Appendix, No. 5. 



Appendix. List of Licences Granted by the Commissioners to Plant Oyster Beds, up to 31st December, 1864 



r No. Date o/ Licence. 


Person to whom Granted. 


Locality of Beds. 


Area of Beds. 


1846. 

1 5th November, 

2 7 th December, 


W. H. Carter, esq., ... 
Luke Lyons, esq 


Tramore Bay, county Mayo, . 
Mayo 


A. B. p, 

19 111 
17 0 0 


1848. 

3 9th June, 


F. H. Downing, .... 


Off Daurus Point, county Kerry, 


S 2 28 


1851. 

4 5th February, 

5 5th February, 


John Mahony, esq., . 

Rev. Denis Mahony, , ' . 


Estuary of Kenmare River, county Kerry 
Do. do. 


165 2 0 
147 2 0 


1852. 

6 17 th November, 

7 17th November, 


Thomas Whyte, esq., 
John C. Garvey, esq., 


Ballisodare Bay, county Sligo, . 
Westport Bay, county Mayo, . 


132 1 26 
108 3 83 


1853. 

8 22nd September, 


J. 0. Woodhouse, esq., 


Mulroy Bay, county Donegal, . 


63 0 26 


1854. 

9 1st July, . 

10 15th November, 

1 1 I5th November, 


Burton Bindon, esq., .... 
Hon. David Plunket, .... 
J. K. Boswell, esq 


Carlingford Lough, county Louth, . 
Killary Harbour, county Mayo, 
Ballyconnelly Bay, county Galway, . 


51 3 10' 
288 0 0. 
233 0 0 


1855. 

12 18th July, 


John Richards, esq 


Blacksod Bay, county Mayo, . . 


90 0 0 


1856. 

13 30th July, 

14 21st August, . 


Lord Charles P. P. Clinton, " . 

William Foreman, esq., 


Bear Haven, county Cork, 
Ardbear Bay, county Galway, . 


45 0 0 
90 2 0 


1857. 

15 7th August, . 


Thomas Eccles, esq. 


Glengariffe Harbour, county Cork, . 


9 1 0 


1858. 

16 15th February, 

17 loth February, 


Rev. A. Magee, 

A. C. Lambert, esq., . 


Streamstown and Cleggan Bays, co. Galway, 
Killary Harbour, county Galway, 


277 0 0 
114 0 0 


1860. 

18 3rd February, 

19 3rd February, 

20 3rd February, 

21 13th February, 

22 1 1th May, 

23 4th October, . 

24 9th October, . 

25 14th November, 


Rev. R. H. Wall, .... 

Knight of Kerry, .... 

Captain W. Houston, 

William M'Cormick, esq., 

Edward Browne, esq., 

M. C. Cramer, esq 

Ebenezer Pike, esq 

William Pike, esq., . 


Mannin and Ardbear Bays, county Galway, 
Valencia Harbour, county Kerry, 

Killary Harbour, county Mayo, 

Acliill Sound, county Mayo, 

Bollinakill Harbour, county Galway, 
Oyster Haven, county Cork, 

Lough Mahon, Estuary ofLee, county Cork, 
Achill Sound, county Mayo, 


348 0 0 
78 0 0 
43 0 0 
149 0 0 
223 0 0 
20 0 0 
47 0 0 
1,676 0 0 


1861. 

26 10 th January, 


William Forbes, esq., .... 


Mweenish Bay, county Galway, 


225 0 0 


1862. 

27 14 th February, 

28 3rd March, . 

29 6th March, . 


Robert W. C. Reeves, esq., 

James Walker, esq 

Edmund Power, esq., 


Clonderlaw Bay, county Clare, 
Belfast Lough, Carrickfergua, . 
Tramore Bay, county Waterford, 


112 0 0 
137 0 0 
270 0 0 


1863. 

30 29th May, 


George Clive, esq., m.p., . 


Blacksod Bay, county Mayo, . 


489 0 0 


1864. 

3! 2nd February, 

32 5th April, 

33 10th June, 

34 10th June, 

35 30th September, 

36 31st October, . 

37 31st October, . 

38 31st October, . 
89 3 J st October, . 

40 Uth November, 

41 Ilth November, 

42 81st December, 

43 31st December, 

44 31 st December, 

45 31st December, 

46 31st December, 


Lord Fortescue, ..... 
lord Wallscourt, . . . ! 

Dolonel C. M. Vandeleur, m.p., . 

A. W. Wyndham, esq., 

Captain George Austin, 
ohn Kendall, esq., .... 
Robert T. Atkins, esq., 

R. E. L. Athy, esq., . 

’. M. Lynch, esq., . 

A. Boate, esq., 

T. R.' Dower, esq., 

Captain W..F. Barry, 

C. P. Archer, esq., .... 
1. Young Prior, esq., . ’ ' 

’. Macauley, esq., . 

Colonel F. A. K. Gore, . ! j 


Tramore Bay, county Waterford, 

3-alway Bay, county Galway, . 
Poulnasherry Bay, county Clare, 

Newport Bay, county Mayo, 

Vestport Bay, county Mayo, . 

Ardbear and Mannin Bays, county Galway, 
jough Hyne, county Cork, 

Jalway Bay, county Galway, . 

Jalway Bay, county Galway, . 

)ungarvan Harbour, county Waterford, . 
Hungary an Harbour, county Waterford, . 
rlandore Harbour, county Cork, . » 

iallinakill Harbour, county Galway, 
iallinakill Harbour, county Galway, 
Iallinakill and Barnaderg Bays, co. Galway, 
Lillala Bay, county Mayo, 


83 0 0 
1,770 0 0 
190 0 0 
80 0 0 
194 0 0 
236 0 0 
25 0 0 
100 0 0 
320 0 0 
65 0 0 
27 0 0 
68 0 0 
48 0 0- 
90 0 0 
150 0 0 
375 0 0 


— 






9,494 0 0 
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Appendix, No. 6. Appendix. 

Statements relative to Otsteh Fisheries and Oyster Culture. Oyster - 

_ Fisheries 

Oyster Fisheries on the French Coast. — oysters which were under may be brought to the top, and Oyster 
Messrs. Nicolle and Le Huquet were deputed by the and are left thus until they have attained a proper size. Culture. 
Jersey Legislature to visit those parts of the French They are then detached and placed in other beds, called 
coast where the cultivation of oysters is earned on, in “ claires,” to develop themselves, in readiness for the 
order that they might inspect the various processes and market. During the spring tides, at low water, when 
report thereon. Having successfully completed their the beds are uncovered, the sight is described as being 
tour of inspection, they have embodied the results of magnificent. It appeal’s that this industry, which now 
their observations in an excellent report, of which we forms a source of great riches for that small place, only 
give the chief points. dates from 1858 ; that in such a short period, on an 

They went first to the Isle of Ed, where a large extent of five miles in length, upwards of two thousand 
portion of the sea-shore has been formed into beds parks have been formed ; these parks, of thirty yards 
made of two parallel rows of stones, the interstices of square, are worth 300f. (£12) each, 
which are filled with mud, so as to retain the water From E6 they went to Marennes, where a large extent 

and preserve the oysters against the heat of summer of ground is formed in beds which are paved at the 
and the frost of winter, the water being always kept bottom, and in which oysters are deposited to turn green, 
from twelve to eighteen inches high. In these beds are which gives them an additional value ; this colour is 
placed' convex tiles, coated with lime, or stones placed caused by the mud of the river. The water is always 
in such a way as to leave room for the young oysters to kept at 15 to 18 in. high. 

ding to them. By this mode an incredible quantity of Next they repaired to the Basin of Arcachon, which 
oysters have been collected on a sea-shore which, a few is a large bay or salt lake, nearly twenty leagues in 
years ago, was of no value, so that this branch of circumference, where are vast quantities of oysters that 
industry realizes at present an extraordinary revenue, have been deposited there young, in order to acquire 
and spreads comfort amongst a large number of families the necessary size before being sold for consumption, 
who were previously in a state of indigence. These The Commissary of Marine at Teste conducted the 
beds are conceded to them by Government at a small deputation to an oyster bed belonging to the Govem- 
rental. The stones and tiles are left for a year without ment, which is very prosperous, and where workmen 
being disturbed ; they are then turned over, so that the were occupied in detaching oysters from each other for 
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Appendix, the purpose of developing their size. These beds are 

t covered with white bivalve shells that have been thrown 

Fisheries on them, and t0 at first tbe sma11 oysters adhere, 

and Oyster There are nearly two hundred boats round this basin 
Culture. where the keepers remain, who watch the beds and 
work on them. The proprietor of one of these beds, 
who had scattered 500,000 oysters over it three years 
since, now estimates the yield at 7,000,000. 

Thence the deputation went to Concarneau, where 
they made the acquaintance of M. Goyon, who for 
several years has made pisciculture his study. He has 
oyster beds on a large scale, which have given the most 
satisfactory results. 

They then visited St Brieuc, where about two years 
ago parent oysters were deposited on beds which were 
exhausted, over which were placed fagots sunk by 
means of stones to prevent the escape of the young 
oysters. Already a single bed has yielded 17,000,000 
moderate-sized oysters, and the produce in all the beds 
has been satisfactory. The Commissary of Marine 
here gave the deputation a' small branch of one of these 
fagots covered with oysters, of which we give an illus- 
tration. (Page 31.) 

Finally, they visited the Bay of Cancale, where, not- 
withstanding the force of the tides and the currents, the 
vast sandy shore is covered with oyster parks of large 
extent, amounting to more than 3,000, made at little 
cost by sinking stakes in the mud and sand, which are 
entwined with bushy branches more supple, which form 
a double hedge ; the interstices, being filled with mud 
and straw, retain the water and secure the oysters 
against frost. They grow here in a wonderful manner. 
The tide rises as high in that bay as in Jersey. 

On the Island of Oleron there are parks similar to 
those at the Isle of Re. On several parts of the French 
•coast, exhausted beds have been revived, and new ones 
have been formed, according to the plan followed at St. 
Brieuc. 

Messrs. Nicolle and Le Huquet conclude their report 
as follows: — “"We think that if Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment were to concede the ground under high-water 
mark for the purpose, it would be easy to form beds as 
at the Isle of Re ; but in the meantime it would be 
proper to fructify the oyster beds in the neighbourhood 
of our coasts by sinking fagots, or, what would still be 
better, hurdles. We feel persuaded that the island, in 
a very little time, would be greatly benefited by re- 
establishing a branch of industry once so prosperous, 
and which gave competency to a numerous class of 
inhabitants who are now in a state of comparative indi- 
gence.” 



Notes on Oystebs and Oysteb Beds. 



Oysters — The oyster spawns annually from the 
month of May to the month of September. 

Being hermaphrodite, each individual oyster is sup- 
posed to produce spawn. 

The oyster begins to spawn in the third year of its 
growth, if not earlier. 

The number of germs or ova brought forth by a ma- 
ture oyster exceeds one million. 

Oyster spawn when first ejected, is, in the language 
°f_ the dredgers, “ floatsome,” and requires some pro- 
minent object to which to attach itself, such as shells, 
stones, &c., which in those circumstances are termed 
“ cultch.” 



When observed in its early stages adhering to the 
cultch, the spawn has the appearance of spots of tallow, 
in which the shell is seen rapidly to develop itself, and 
to form very soon a complete miniature oyster. 

In this state it is called “ spat,” 25,000 of. which, as 
nearly as can be estimated, go to the bushel. 

Spat in the second year is denominated “brood,” of 
which from 4,800 to 6,400 make a bushel. 

In the following year, brood becomes “ ware,” from 
1,800 to 2,400 to the bushel; and the fourth year 
“oysters,” from 1,200 to 1,600 per bushel. 

The food of the oyster, with every show of reason, is 



supposed to consist of minute infusorial animals with 
which sea-water abounds. 

When kept in an aquarium, the oyster may be ob- 
served to lie with its shells slightly apart, and by means 
of the ciliary organs of its “beard,” or branchial fringe 
to create a continuous curren t of water, which thus brings 
within its reach the nutritive particles of which it stands 
in need, as well as to pass excrementitious matter like 
other molluscous animals. 

It has long been known, that the oyster is greatly 
improved in condition and edible qualities by being 
transplanted from situations in the open sea to places 
where an abundant supply of fresh water is discharged 
This is the origin of Pliny’s remark, “ Guadent dul- 
cibus aquis et ubi plurimi influent amnes.” 

In the London market, oysters are divided into two 
great classes, “natives” and “commons.” 

Native oysters are those bred in the waters of the 
Thames estuary and the creeks of its affluents, both of 
the Kent and Essex sides. 

The superiority of the native oyster consists in the 
relatively large size of the fish compared with that of 
the shell, its remarkable succulence, delicate flavour 
and compact shape, as well as the hardness and bril- 
liancy of its shell. 

The price at which natives sell is accordingly very 
high in comparison with that of other kinds, and has 
lately ruled, for oysters of from four to six years’ growth, 
from 45 s. to 60s. per bushel, containing about 1,600. 

By the term “ commons” are known all other oysters 
which are, however, distinguished from each other by 
the name of the locality from which they are taken, 
such as Channel Oysters, Jersey Oysters, West Country 
Oysters, &c. 

The price of commons runs according to the place 
where they have been fished and their condition, from 
5s. to 15s. per bushel, containing on an average about 
1,200 oysters. 

Oyster Beds are of two kinds as regards the quality 
of their produce, namely beds of common and beds of 
native oysters. 

Of two kinds as respects their proprietorship, namely, 
public beds and private beds. 

Of two kinds as to their origin and system of manage- 
ment, namely, natural and artificial. 

What mainly distinguishes beds of native from beds 
of common oysters is, of course, the quality of the fish 
which they produce. 

It is at present impossible to say to what cause or 
combination of causes is to be ascribed the great supe- 
riority of natives over all other oysters. The most 
remarkable circumstance connected with the native 
beds, is that they are all situated on the “London 
Clay,” or geological formations of similar character. 

Beginning on the Kent shore, the native beds extend 
at irregular intervals westward from Ramsgate— the 
modern representative of Roman Rutupia, celebrated 
in ancient times for its famous “ Rutupians”— to Sheer- 
ness and Queenborough, and eastward on the Essex 
coast and its rivers, from Leigh to Harwich Harbour. 

Oyster beds in every other part of ^the country are 
considered beds of common oysters. 

Many of the best known beds of native oysters are 
to a very great extent factitious. They possess no 
certain power of reproduction, and would soon become 
exhausted unless supplied with brood from other beds 
better situated for the retention of spawn, and the pro- 
duction of spat. 

Of this kind are the celebrated Whitstable Oyster 
Beds, where a good fall of spat is a mere accident, 
which however, sometimes puts as much as 130,000 
into the pockets of the Whitstable Oyster Company in 
one year, by rendering the purchase of brood unneces- 
sary. 

No artificial contrivances of any kind are in nse on 
those beds for saving the spawn, which is left to settle 
by chance on the cultch of the beds, or on the adjoining 
foreshore, or else to be drifted off to sea and lost. 

Certain of the native grounds, as for instance, “ the 
Pont” at the mouths of the Colne and Blackwater 
Rivers, are, on the other hand, remarkable for furnish- 
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an» an apparently inexhaustible supply of spat, from 
which in the shape of brood, the Whitstable and other 
Kent and Essex oyster beds are mainly kept stocked. 

This product, so precious for the jnaintenance of the 
Thames oj'Ster beds, has recently risen greatly in value, 
having been sold in the season of 1862-3 as high as 
40 a per bushel. 

private oyster beds are those which from time im- 
memorial have been in the exclusive possession of 
individuals or companies, and are marked out by buoys 
or other boundaries. 

All other oyster-beds are public property, and open 
to all. 

On account of the present state of the law in Eng- 
land relative to navigable waters, the existing private 
beds, being situated below low-water mark, are limited 
to those of ancient date, because there at present exists 
no power to restrain anyone from appropriating oysters 
bred naturally, or laid down in places not held by 
prescriptive or other recognised right. 

In Ireland, however, the Commissioners of Fisheries 
have been recently empowered to grant licences under 
the Crown, for the exclusive right of growing and 
fishing oysters in places suited for the purpose to which 
no prior claims are found to exist. 

The same state of things exists with respect to the 
foreshores of which the Crown claims to have control, 
with exception only of such as have been ceded by 
grant or otherwise. In certain districts, and more 
particularly in the estuary of the Thames, the Crown 
has to a very great extent lost or disposed of its rights 
to the foreshores, which have consequently become the 
private property of the adjoining landowners. 

Where this is the case, the foreshores are in general 
carefully preserved by the proprietors for the sake of 
the winkles, cockles, and mussels which they produce, as 
well as for the laying down in spring of common oysters 
to fatten for sale’ during the following months of sum- 
mer and autumn. 

Natural oyster beds, properly so called, are for the 
most part beds of common oysters, and generally 
public property. They are always situated beyond low- 
water mark, and are seldom covered with less than 
three feet of water at low tide. 

Some beds of native oysters, however, are true 
natural beds : the principal Colne beds belong to this 
category. But those beds of native oysters which re- 
quire to be kept in stock by the laying down of extra- 
neous brood, cannot be reckoned truly natural. 

The latter hold an intermediate position between 
natural beds properly so called, and those of 6trictly 
artificial character, none of which have hitherto been 
formed in England. 

Artificial oyster beds, truly so called, are those in 
which reproduction is secured by artificial means. 

With the single exception of the oyster beds o{ the 
Lake of Fusaro, near Naples, which had their origin ,in 
Homan times, they are of modern creation, having been 
invented by Professor Coste, and worked out by him 
on the French coast, to which they are as yet confined. 

Beds of this description are formed on the foreshores, 
and not below low-water. 

The object of placing them on ebb-dry ground is to 
facilitate the construction and care of the contrivances 
which are required for retaining and fixing the spawn, 
as well as the “ working” of the oysters on the beds. 

Working is an operation by which oysters are greatly 
improved. It consists in detaching the brood from the 
cultch, separating young oysters when joined together, 
destroying star-fish, dog-whelks, mussels, and other 
vermin, as well as in removing, by stirring it up, the 
ooze or “ sludge,” which is liable to settle on the beds 
and smother the oysters. 

On beds situated below low-water mark, working 
has to be done in boats by dredging, and requires' as 
many as eight men per acre. Beds on the foreshores 
are worked by men on foot and armed with rakes, two 
of whom suffice to keep in order one acre of artificial 
oyster beds. 

Working by dredge from boats, besides being less 
certainly efficacious than working on ebb-dry ground, 
owing to the beds being hidden from view, has the ad- 



ditional disadvantage of being destructive to the tender Appendix. 
spat and brood which are readily injured by the heavy 
dredge in its passage along the bottom. Fisheries 

Frost in winter, and the sun’s rays in summer, both ami oyster 
of which are destructive to oysters left dry by the tide. Culture, 
are prevented injuring the stock, on artificial beds, by 
arranging the surface of the ground in such a way as 
to retain about a foot of water at ebb-tide. 

The experience of the French in this respect, is 
borne out by that of the proprietors of some of the fore- 
shores in the Thames, where spat falls naturally from 
time to time in uncertain quantities. They find that 
such spat can always be preserved and reared, even in 
the most severe winters, on those portions of their 
grounds where the water, when at its lowest, lies a foot 
deep, or even less. 

The average rate of reproduction obtained in France 
by artificial breeding arrangements is about fourteen- 
fold, which after paying expenses, leaves a clear profit 
of 1,000 per cent. Though affording a very handsome 
return, this still exibits an enormous amount of waste 
which further improvements in the means of arresting 
and fixing the spawn will no doubt greatly lessen, and 
to that extent augment the profits to be derived from 
artificial oyster culture. 



Abstract of the Jersey Report on the Modern 
French Oyster Fisheries. 

(To the Committee appointed by the States of Jersey to inquire into 
the Condition of the Oyster Fisheries.) 

Gentlemen, — Having had the honour to be ' ap- 
pointed by you to visit several parts of France where 
the artificial propagation of oysters is carried on, we 
thought it better to delay our inspection until the young 
oysters were sufficiently large to judge well of their 
growth. In order to render our report on this import- 
ant subject more satisfactory to the dredgers, we deemed 
it advisable to he accompanied by a person who had been 
employed in the oyster trade here, and who might cor- 
roborate our statements ; we therefore requested Mr. 
Samuel Le Four to join us. Having now returned to 
Jersey, we submit to you the results of our inquiry. 

On the Island of R6 an incredible quantity of oysters 
has been produced on a sea-shore which a few years 
ago was of no value, so that this branch of industry now 
realizes extraordinary revenues and spreads comfort 
among a large number of families who were previously 
in a state of comparative indigence. 

At St. Martin the authorities have established model 
oyster-beds, where we saw the upper part and sides of 
stones covered with oysters in numbers almost incredi- 
ble and of remarkable beauty. At low water, when the 
beds are uncovered, the sight is magnificent. Here we 
made the acquaintance ot Dr. Kemmerer, a man of 
some standing, who employs much of his time in the 
breeding of oysters, and who has published a work of a 
very interesting nature on the subject. It appears that 
this industry, which now forms a source of great riches 
for that small place, only dates from 1858. In the 
short period which has since elapsed,' 1 upwards of 
2,000 beds have been formed on an extent of five miles 
of fore-shore. Those beds, of thirty yards square, cost 
£12 each for their construction. In an admirable 
statement at the end of his book, Dr. Kemmerer shows 
that in three years the results have been the immense 
profit of one thousand per cent, after paying the ex- 
penses attendant on the formation of the beds. 

The Commissary of Marine, at Teste, in the Bay of 
Arcachon, conducted us to some beds which are very 
prosperous, and where workmen were employed in de- 
taching the young oysters from each other in order to 
give them room to grow. We met the proprietor of 
one of those beds, who had laid down on them 500,000 
oysters scarcely three years ago, and he now estimates 
the return at not less than 7,000,000. 

We then visited St. Brieuc, where hardly two years 
since parent oysters were deposited on beds which had 
become exhausted. Already a single bed has yielded 
17,000,000 of young oysters, besides a multitude of 
others of smaller size. 

E 
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Finally we examined the Bay of Cancale, where, not- 
withstanding the force of the tides and currents, the vast 
sandy shore is covered with oyster-beds of large size, 
amounting to more than 3,000, made at small cost by 
sinking stakes in the mud and sand. Oysters grow 
here in a wonderful manner. 

Having read the interestibg and instructive reports 
of Professor Coste, we expected to see astonishing 
things, but nevertheless, the result was found by us to 
surpass our expectations. 

P. W. Nicolle, Jurd Justicier. 

Edward Le Hoquet, Conndtable, 
de St. Martin. 

Jersey, 9th December , 1862. 



Table showing the Estimated Annual Rate of 
Development and Increase of Value, calculated 
at fourfold, during a period of four years, of a breed- 
ing oyster-bed of the extent of one acre, situated in 
the Thames estuary, capable of producing a good 
quality of “ natives,” and stocked with 1,000 bushels 
of oysters, of 1 ,600 each. 

First Yeah. 

256 bshls. containing each 25,000 oysters, 1st year’s £ £ 

spawn, in 1st year of growth, spat at 20s. per. 

•••... 25G 



Second Year. 

1,000 bshls. containing each 0,400 oysters, 1st 
year’s spawn, in 2nd year of growth, brood at 
25s. per bshh .... 

256 bshls. containing each 25,000 oysters, 2nd 
gear's spawn, in 1st year of growth, spat at 



20s. per bshl. 



Thikd Year. 

„ each 2,400 oysters, 1st 
3rd year of growth, ware at 



2,667 bshls. containin' 
year’s spawn, 

30 s. per bshl. ... 

1.000 bshls. containing each 6,400 oysters, 2nd 
year’s spawn, in 2nd year of growth, hrood at 

_ 25s. per bshl. 

256 bshls. containing each 25,000 oysters, £ 
year’s spawn, in 1st year of growth, spat 
20s. per bshl. . . . 

. Fourth Year. 

4.000 bshls. containing each 1,600 oysters, 1st 

year's spawn, in 4th year of growth, oysters at 
3os. per bshl. . . _ 

2,667 bshls. containing each 2,400 oysters, 2nd 
year s spawn, in 3rd year of growth, ware at 
30s. per bshl. 

1.000 bshls. containing each 6,400 oysters, S,„ 
years spawn, in 2nd year of growth, brood at 

_ 2os. per bshl. 

256 bshls. containing each 25,000 oysters, 4th 
year s spawn, in 1st year of growth, spat at 
20s. per bshl. . . . . 



Otsters : THEIR Artificiai and 

Rearing. 
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animals do. They retain them within the folds of the 
bronchial lens, and inside their shells, where they re 
main in a mucous substance necessary for their develoo 
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substance which envelopes the young, presents the 
the aspect of a compact mass of muddy matter. This 
state shows that the development approaches its matu- 
rity, and is the indication of the near expulsion of the 
embryo, and of their independent existence, for at this 
time they are alive, and beyond the protection afforded 
by the maternal organ. The mother ejects the youns 
ones so formed within her shell. They emerge f r0 m 
the shell provided with a transitory swimming apparatus 
which enables them to float about, and to go in search 
of some solid body to which they can attach themselves 
That apparatus was discovered by Dr. Davaine and" 
described in the remarkable work which he has under- 
taken and compiled under the auspices of Mons. Eayer 
my fellow-labourer in the Academy of Sciences. It j s ’ 
formed by a kind of ciliated pad, supplied with powerful 
muscles, by means of which the parent can at its dis- 
cretion, either expel the young oysters from its valves 
or make them re-enter them. When the young oyster 
has succeeded in attaching itself, that pad, which has 
become useless to it, falls off, or, which is more usual 
fades away, and disappears gradually. The number of 
the. young oysters which are thus expelled at each 
period of breeding from the mouth of a single mother 
amounts to no less than from one to two millions : so 
that at the time when the adult oysters that compose a 
bank allow their progeny to escape, the living dust 
exhales from it as a thick cloud, which goes away from 
the focus from which it emanates, and which the 
motions of the water scatter, leaving upon the banks of 
stones only an imperceptible part of what has been pro- 
duced, while all the remainder of these young creatures 
go astray, and float about, carried to and fro in myriads 
at the mercy of the waves ; and if they do not come in 
contact with any solid body, such as stone or wood, to 
which they can attach themselves, they are inevitably 
lost, become the prey of other inferior animals, which 
feed upon infusoria, or finally fall into places unfit for 
their ulterior development, and often are buried in the 
mud and perish. 

“ To discover the means of avoiding these immense 
losses and of preserving almost all the produce, would 
he rendering a great service to the public. The opera- 
tions at the Lake Fusaro, if we knew how to extend 
the application of them, would secure this desirable 
object, by means of posts and fagots like those with 
which all the artificial breeding banks are now sur- 
rounded.” • 

Before the year 1858 the Island of Rd possessed no 
oyster establishment. A few proprietors only, kept in 
their salt marshes or tidal ditches a few oysters for 
their own use ; commerce in these shell-fish was entirely 
unknown. This island, however, already affords abun- 
dant evidence that by the employment of certain simple 
and . inexpensive arrangements, a very considerable 
portion of the spawn annually ejected by oysters can 
be collected and made available for the production of 
these molluscs in marketable condition. In former 
times the island was surrounded by natural oyster 
banks in the deep water, which afforded employment 
for a large number of dredgers ; but for more than ten 
years prior to 1858 the fishery had been abandoned in 
consequence of the hanks having been exhausted by 
over-dredging. It was not suspected that those por- 
tions of the shores left dry by the ebb tide could have 
been made available for the breeding and rearing of 
oysters. In this last-named year, however, an islander 
of the name of Bceuf, who had long been impressed 
with an idea of the possibility of propagating this shell- 
fish, formed am artificial oyster-bed on the public fore- 
shore of the village of Rivedoux, by enclosing a certain 
space with loose walls about eighteen inches in height, 
and laying down in the enclosure so formed a few 
bushels of oysters, placing over them flat stones which 
he had dug out of the mud of which the greater part of 
the shore is composed in that locality. At the end of 
the spawning season, a vast quantity of spawn, techni- 
cally known in that condition as “oyster spat,” was 
found to have adhered to the under surface of the stones, 
and so promising were the results of this experiment 
that, before the close of the same year, other parties 
were induced to apply to the authorities for further 
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portions of the foreshore for similar purposes. Two 
hundred grants were made, and as many beds were at 
once laid down. These having been most successful 
in collecting spat, during the year 1859, 500 fresh 
concessions of foreshore were applied for and granted 
towards the close of the same year. In the season of 
1859-60 the first sales were made, consisting of young 
brood, to the Murennes oyster-grounds, and amounted 
to £126. In the season 1860-61, 800 additional beds 
were formed, and sales to the amount of £320 were 
made; in 1861-2 other 800 beds were laid down, the 
sales this season amounting to £520; and, in 1862-3, 
663 additional breeding grounds were established, 
while the sales reached the value of £1,500. The 
number of beds now in existence on the shores of this 
island consequently amounts to 3,063, containing, ac- 
cording to the estimates of experienced persons, 
100,000,000 of oysters of various ages, valued at more 
than £50,000. So successful have some of the breeders 
been as to obtain from £20 to £100 for the brood 
adhering to some dozen rows of stones, laid down at a 
cost of about £12, on a space about 30 yards by 20, 
the purchaser undertaking the work of detaching the 
crop. Several of the beds at Rivedoux present the 
aspect of a complete crust of oysters, the stones to which 
they adhere being entirely hidden from view. The 
seasons of 1859-60 and 1860-61 have been the most 
prolific ; in the two following, the spat has not been so 
abundant, though still sufficient to produce a very con- 
siderable crop. The fall of spat had also been found 
to be greater in some parts than in others, proving that 
the configuration and character of the shore, by its 
effect on the action of the waves, considerably influences 
the results to be obtained. The practice of laying 
down fresh breeding oysters on the already established 
beds has been generally discontinued of late, those. bred 
on the spot having been found capable of producing a 
sufficient annual supply of spat. Thus we see that by 
the enterprise of a simple villager the possibility of 
breeding oysters has been proved, and a trade created 
on the Isle of Re, which already gives employment to 
a large number of persons, and affords an unusually 
handsome return for the capital and labour expended. 
The profit realized was, however, considerably reduced 
by an unforeseen circumstance. The spat was found 
to adhere so firmly to the stones as almost to become 
incorporated with them, and to render its removal when 
mature extremely difficult, and attended with much 
damage to the tender brood in its earlier stages. 
Several plans were tried with a view to obviate this 
inconvenience and loss ; and one invented by Dr. Kem- 
merer, of St. Martin, has been found to bfe eminently suc- 
cessful. He substitutes for stones, tiles coated with a 
kind of mortar, sufficiently tenacious to resist the action 
of the water, but soft enough to permit of its being 
readily scaled off with the young oysters. Each year’s 
crop can be thus collected and removed to layings 
intended for the growth and fattening of the more 
matured oysters, the tiles being fresh-coated and laid 
down on the beds for the collection of the spat thrown 
out in the next season. Or, the tiles being light, may 
be easily removed, without disturbing the brood, to the 
layings, where they may be left, if not too thickly clus- 
tered with spat, until the oysters are comparatively 
matured, the mortar being sufficiently friable to allow 
of the subsequent removal of the shells without injury. 
Dr. Kemmerer’s plan will not only effect a general 
saving of labour, but will prevent the loss of about one- 
third of the brood, which formerly attended its removal 
•from the stone collectors generally used. In conse- 
quence of the. success attendant upon the system of 
oyster culture pursued at the Isle of Re, the French 
Government have been induced since 1861 to establish 
model oyster-beds on the same plan at various points 
on the west coast of France, undep the direction of the 
Marine Commissioners. In 1862 several were formed 
at Penerf, Concarnan, Brest, and elsewhere ; but as 
these are still in their infancy no results can be reported, 
although the accounts from them are of an encouraging 
character. At Penerf, the Commissary Le Flock, esti- 
mates the average production of the present year at 20 
spats per tile. 



The Belgium Piscicultural Society liave also esta- Appendix; 

blished in the year 1862 a number of oyster-beds on 

the new system in one of the ditches of the fortifications jj^jeries 
of Nieuport, which are open to the tide, carrying into ^ Oyster? 
effect the recommendation of a commission which they Culture, 
sent to France to study the subject practically. M. 

Schrann, secretary to the society, in his report, pub- 
lished last March, states the results hitherto obtained 
as follows : — “ The success obtained has exceeded our 
expectations. All the phases of the reproduction and 
development of the young oysters have been perfectly 
accomplished in the salt-water ditches of Nieuport.” 

An oyster-breeding company has still more recently 
been formed in Jersey ; and Mr. Asplet, their manager, 
after having studied at Re the details of the method in 
use there, is now engaged in the work of forming arti- 
ficial oyster-beds on a portion of foreshore which has 
been selected for the purpose. 

There is no good reason why the coast of these 
islands should not be profitably employed in a similar 
manner. The millions of oysters reared at Re, although 
increasing the supply to some extent, form an addition 
quite inappreciable in the face of the enormously in- 
creased demand. The prices at that island have risen 
steadily since the first beds were laid down from 15f. 
to 20f. per thousand, or about 15s. per bushel in 1859, 
to 30s. per bushel, from the pares , as the breeding 
grounds are called. The prices of oysters from the 
claires , or mud ponds used lor fattening, are, for the 
best quality, 60s. per bushel ; second, 50s. ; and third, 

40s. All consumers of oysters in this country know 
that at the present time they have to pay an advance 
of 50 per cent, on the prices of last year, and we must 
have an immense addition to the supply before it can 
overtake the demand, which seems to be annually 
assuming larger proportions. 

Numerous localities on our own shores might be 
mentioned as suitable for the growth of oysters ; the 
shore between Brighton and Newhaven appears to 
offer a peculiarly favourable spot; the coasts of Lin- 
colnshire, of Lancashire, and the Bay of Dublin mar 
be named ; and a stretch of mud slob on the coast of 
TVaterford, covered by the tide, and nearly shut in by 
a high ridge of sand, which encloses many hundred 
acres known as the Back Strand of Tramore, might be 
most advantageously turned to account at a compara- 
tively trifling expense, and .employment afforded in a 
locality where plenty of labour can be obtained without 
difficulty. 

If the waste spots around our coasts were made 
available, we might see these agreeable edible molluscs, 
instead of occupying no higher position .than that of a 
luxury, taking the place of a regular article of the food 
of the masses, at the same time affording profitable 
employment to a numerous and hardy population 
around our shores. 



Statement made by Captain George Austin, of 
Canterbury, before Mr. Commissioner Barry, 
at an Oyster Fishery Inquiry, held at West- 
port, on the 4th January, 1864. 

I appear here on public grounds only, being person- 
ally quite uninterested in the present application, and 
having no private ends to serve. But, as a proprietor 
of a large English oyster fishery, and the lessee of the 
only registered bed in this neighbourhood, I am in a 
position to speak of facts, and give such information as 
it is desirable the Commissioners should, upon public 
grounds, have before them, and which may be of use 
elsewhere, when such evidence may not be available. 
A "reat deal of ignorance prevails with regard to the 
growth and propagation of the oyster— the proper mode 
of cultivating it and rendering it of the largest commer- 
cial value— mostbeneficial to the community generally — 
most productive as a source of food— most profitable to 
the fishermen employed in taking it — and affording the 
largest amount of remunerative employment — remune- 
rative both to the fisherman and to the man who 
expends his capital. In the oyster fishery, the more 
private beds you make, to be stocked by private indi- 
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. viduals, the more productive you render the public 
beds, or rather the greater the deposition of oysters on 
the public beds, from which they will be dredged by 
the public fishers, to be placed, when sold by them, on 
the beds set apart specially under the most favourable 
circumstances of underground material, clean bottom, 
clear water, mixed with some fresh, and good shelter. 
The oyster has no sex — or rather the sexes are not 
distinct ; and the season for spawning is from June to 
the end of August. The young first present a milky 
appearance in the beard ; this milky mass of eggs then 
changes into a yellow, and finally into a violet, colour. 
The eggs remain within some part of the parent until 
hatched ; and they emerge from the parent shell pro- 
vided with a perfect swimming apparatus, consisting of 
muscular cilia, by which they are enabled to float about 
on the surface of the water ; and by the action of these 
cilia, and by the ocean currents, they are carried to 
long distances from the place of their birth. Myriads 
thus drift from the shores into the open sea ; they float 
about for periods varying from twenty-four to ninety- 
six hours ; they then sink to the bottom, and perma- 
nently attach themselves, by means of a gum which 
they secrete, to such hard substances as they find depo- 
sited there. If the bottom upon which the young 
oyster falls be not clean — if it be a bottom of mud, or 
sand, or seaweed, or if the depth of water be too great 
for the animal existence — the creature inevitably per- 
ishes. Its only chance of surviving is its coming upon 
a clean, hard bottom, and finding a piece of clean shell 
or a pebble to fix itself to, and having a clear run of 
water; but mud, and sand, and seaweed cause instant 
death. But, supposing the bottom to be clear, dean, 
and hard, the young oyster has to run the gauntlet of 
myriads of living enemies — star fish, crabs, anemones, 
annelids, and sponges, and hosts of other animals. 
The consequence is that probably not more than one 
out of every million produced arrives at maturity. 
This enormous loss is, to a great extent, compensated 
for by nature giving to the oyster the largest amount 
of productiveness. In the spawning season the young 
oysters flow in a constant stream from the mouth of 
the parent; and M. Coste estimates that a single 
mother oyster thus expels, at each period of breeding, 
no less a number than from one to two millions ; and 
when the adult oysters are throwing off their progeny, 
the ejected, spat might be compared to a thick cloud 
in the water. Many inventions have been made on 
shores to obviate the immense annual loss of spat from 
the various destructive causes; but none have yet 
answered the purpose ; basins have been tried, tiles and 
twigs have been employed ; but I am not aware that the 
experiments have been attended with any great prac- 
tical success. The only' mode of saving this annual 
loss of millions is by providing a proper bed or ground 
to receive the spawn and preserve it. This proper 
ground can only be provided by constant dredging and 
working over the ground, so as to clear it thoroughly 
before the spawn is cast off from its parent, and to pro- 
vide clean shells, bits of tiles, small pebbles, and other 
hard substances. But this, the only means of supply- 
ing a great want, and fitting the beds for the reception ‘ 
and maintenance of the young oyster, is destroyed by 
the present law which prohibits all dredging between 
April and September. That is the very time that the 
seaweed grows in the greatest abundance ; and if the 
dredge be not allowed to work at that time, to sweep 
away marine plants, crabs, star-fish, and anemonies, the 
beds must become utterly destroyed. The beneficial 
effect of this constant dredging for the purposes of carry- 
ing away the accumulations of weed and filth, and the 
living enemies of the oyster, has been demonstrated at 
VVhitsable. There is there one mile of public ground 
which ten years ago was totally unproductive. It was 
then perfectly cleared by dredging, and the inhabitants 
estimate that this piece of ground has since produced 
100,000 bushels of oysters, equal to 250,000 “ buddao-- 
hans and the oldest and cleverest dredgemen confirm 
this statement. It is utterly useless to enclose a piece 
of ground and simply plant it; it is utterly useless to 
throw a lot of oysters down amongst every state of filth ■ 
—you must keep constantly dredging, not only the bed 



itself, but the public beds outside, so as to keep the 
bottom fit for the reception and growth of the youne 
oysters, and free of its multitudinous natural enemies 
The system which has been so long in use must assur- 
edly end in loss, and the total destruction of the public 
beds. Wherever there is a large demand a nd only pub- 
lie beds can he resorted to, this system must end in the 
annihilation of these beds, after longer or shorter periods 
The Carlingford beds are fished out. The many Sligo 
beds are exhausted. On the Tralee beds, once so fa- 
mous, not an oyster is to be found. The Clare grounds* 
Roundstone, and Binturbuy, are in the same category- 
and Kilkieran, which formerly yielded £7,000 worth 
in the year, is now completely barren. Other beds 
which still linger on are languishing ; Arklow and even 
Clew Bay are in this condition ; and the supply in 
Bally croy Bay will not last two years longer if the pre- 
sent system be not altered. This has also been the case 
in various places in England, owing to there being na 
power there to license private beds, and to there not 
being the protection which you have in Ireland. I feel 
convinced that if Clew and Newport Bays be fished at 
their present rate, without the establishment of private 
beds, and without the public beds being kept constantly 
clean by dredging in the close season, the supply wifi 
not last three years. In illustration of this, I will give 
you a few facts relative to the Kentish fisheries. 
Twenty-five years ago there were there a number of 
men — 600 or 700 — who gained a scanty living on the 
oyster grounds — earning not more than from 12s. to 
14s. a week each. This low state of the fishery was 
caused by the operation of the annual close time, during 
which the brood were destroyed by the accumulation 
of weeds and mud which grew up when the dredge 
ceased to work. Applications were made to the Govern- 
ment by the gentlenien and fishermen of the neighbour- 
hood for the abolition of the close time, and for liberty 
to dredge during that time, for the purpose of cleansing 
the beds and procuring brood for the private beds. 
The Government were satisfied with the representa- 
tions made, and did away with the close time within a 
line drawn from the North Foreland to Harwich. The 
result of this was that the grounds were well worked 
and cleansed ; the brood immediately increased ; and its 
capture became valuable, because of its demand by pri- 
vate grounds; and though the ground wa9 gwept as 
clean as this table of every oyster, pebble, and weed, 
the supply has kept on increasing yearly, and the pro- 
perty of the neighbourhood in like proportion. This 
working in the summer improves the quality of the 
oyster in a remarkable degree, causing it to grow 
plump, . fat, and well-flavoured, and preventing the 
elongation ^of the beard by wearing away the edge of 
the frill. There are now on the Whitstable and ad- 
joining grounds twelve square miles of public ground, 
and fifteen of private, making a total of twenty-seven 
square miles. Upon that space there are 3,270 men 
who find a daily livelihood ; and 817 to 850 dredging 
boats. These 3,270 men earn on an everage 20s. a 
week each throughout the year — the Whitstable men 
earn 80s. a week — the others less. The amount paid 
in wages by the owners of the private beds at Whit- 
stable, &c.., in one year is £125,500. The amount paid 
in wages by the Essex local beds, is £35,000 ; making 
a total of £160,500 expended in wages in one year. 
Add to this the money expended in keeping the boats 
in repair and working condition,' paid to shipwrights, 
smith's, sail and rope makers, £20 a boat, giving 
£17,000. Replacing old boats and those lost in storms 
at £5 each, £4,500. You thus have a total expendi- 
ture on labour wages and wages to artisans of £182,000 
spent upon that twenty-seven square miles of ground 
last year. The sales from these beds during the same 
period amounted £201,000. Compare that result with 
the produce of Clew Bay. If nature had formed any 
locality for the special purpose of an oyster ground, it 
could produce nothing better suited than this bay. An 
immense number of small bays or creeks open into it; 
the bottoms consist chiefly of broken shells and pebbles ; 
the inlets are protected from all gales of wind from every 
quarter ; there is a supply of pure water, with streams 
of fresh water entering on all sides, and -an -even depth 
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all over. The Kentish beds are by no means so favour- 
ably circumstanced. They are mostly on an open coast, 
exposed to violent gales, and subject to the influx of 
mud from the Thames. There are at least twenty 
square miles in Clew Bay that is now, or may be made 
good oyster gound, and if worked during the summer, 
this extent would soon be increased. But this working 
and improvement cun only be occasioned by the want 
of and demand for brood and stock for private licensed 
beds because this work must be done during the close 
season, when the weeds begin to grow, and the young 
brood are preyed upon by their hosts of natural enemies. 
The work done in this way during the open season is 
comparatively useless, because the great injury is done 
when the weeds are growing in greatest abundance, 
and when the young oyster in its tender condition has 
sunk to the bottom to find a permanent home by its 
natural attachment. I believe that the Clew Bay 
grounds are on the whole much more extensive than the 
Kent and Essex grounds, or at least that they would 
become so by summer working, and made more pro- 
ductive than these beds by their superior natural ad- 
vantages. If the licensing of private beds be granted 
by the Commissioners, there would soon be in that bay 
labour enough to employ 2,000 men and 400 boats, be- 
sides a large number of hookers. But say only 2,000 
men at 9s. a week each for nine months in the year, that 
would give an outlay for labour alone of £33,750 a 
year. I can give you one or two facts in support ot 
this statement, and they are worth a hundred specula- 
tions. The only licensed bed in Clew Bay is Garvey’s, 
of which 1 am the 'lessee ; it is a small bed, and has 
been only three months at work. That very small bed 
has employed upon it fifteen men regularly ; there are 
working upon it for occasional work sixty men ; thirteen 
men upon the shove since October ; and in addition 300 
men in the bay procuring oysters for stocking, giving 
a total of 387 men a-day . In these three months there 
has been expended on labour wages given to the fisher- 
men of the bay nearly £2,000, and at the present 
moment there is an expenditure Of £150 a-week on 
labour for that small fishery. Take that expenditure 
for six months only, and it amounts to £3,900 ; allow 
the same for the other six months, if the close time were 
worked, and you have an annual expenditure ot £7,800 
on that small bed. This, I assure you, is a low esti- 
mate; and the other estimates I have given you with 
regard to the Whitstable beds with which I am con- 
nected, are also low, both with regard to expenditure 
and receipts. The manager of this bed in Clew Bay 
assures me that one boat which had never before earned 
£5 during the winter, or oyster season, has, in ten 
weeks, earned £47 by its capture for this little bed, and 
several other boats have earned lesser sums in the same 
time. The effect has been that rents have been paid 
which would not otherwise have been the case; and 
when men have been asked why they had not this year 
sold their oats to other parties, they replied that they 
were not obliged to sell as before, “thanks to Mrs. 
Garvey’s oyster bed; they had earned plenty of 
money and would keep their oats for better prices in the 
spring.” The estimates I have given are carefully made, 
and if they err at all they are under-calculated ; but if 
one very small bed in Clew Bay has, in its first three 
months, caused £2,000 to be spent amongst the labour- 
ing poor, what a blessing could the Commissioners of 
Fisheries bestow upon the country by a wise and judi- 
cious use of the powers with which they are invested. 
Prosperity and happiness would shine upon the sea 
shores of this bay where now only poverty and misery 
are found, and for the escape from which there is but 
one path— emigration. If the regulation which I have 
suggested were made— if the beds were allowed to be. 
dredged during the close season — not of couise for 
market supply, but for the purpose of cleansing the 
beds and supplying the licensed beds with oysterS 
for stocking, the oyster would become a true source 
of wealth anil industry ; rents would be paid ; the village 
artisans and fishermen would find employment ; the 
shopkeepers would have a remunerative trade, and the 
Government and the country ,a hardy race oi some 
3,000 fishermen from that one bay to draw upon for 
ihe navy. To accomplish this but two things are re- 



quired — first, to allow the registration of private beds ; Awswax. 
secondly, to permit the owners of them free play for () “" 
their capital in employing boats to fish during the close j-y ler i es 
time on the public grounds to supply the registered beds an d Oyster 
with stock, and to keep those beds clean, but not for Culture, 
market supply. By these means the produce of the 
oyster would be enormously increased on the public 
beds, and all oysters caught would remain in the bay, 
and produce and pay for labour until they were per- 
fected for sale in the market in their finished state. 

Every bushel of oysters now carried away to England 
and other places from Clew Bay is an injury to that 
bay, as the labour and cost of cultivating them for the 
market is elsewhere expended, and the population here 
so far deprived of employment. The opposite system 
of the dose time, and then sending away, in its un- 
manufactured state, every oyster that can be taken, has 
been long in practice, and its unhappy results are shown 
in the many now barren and exhausted fisheries of this 
island, where were once thriving and wealthy fisheries, 
as at Carlingford, Lough Swiuy, Lough Foyle, and 
other places I have named. Is not this proof enough 
that this system is utterly destructive ? Is it not proof 
enough of the prudence of trying the other system which 
has produced such beneficial effects in other places? 

There never yet was any attempt made to amend a ■ 
system, or to introduce an improvement, however bene- 
ficial, but there have been some short-sighted and pre- 
judiced enough to oppose it with every power at their 
command ; and it may well be supposed that even now 
and here some may give opposition to the introduction 
of a trade which will afford so much employment and 
relief, and whose benefits will be so widely spread, even 
with the example before their eyes of the effect of cul- 
tivating Mrs. Garvey’s small bed, upon the ground that 
it infringes on public rights. But the best use of public 
rights is to employ them for the public advantage ; and 
this is eminently so in the case of the oyster fishery, 
in which the capital is employed in labour and wages 
only. Nature finds the raw material, and every six- 
pence spent in the finding and cultivation of that 
material finds its way into the pockets of the labouring 
classes. But it is for the Commissioners in this and 
other similar inquiries to estimate the true value of 
such opposition, and not to deprive a district of such a 
source of prosperity by taking a narrow view of the 
wordin' of an Act of Parliament, which really gives 
so much latitude to the Commissioners to decide on their 
own judgment for the public benefit. Let the open 
season be employed for the taking of edible^ oysters ; 
but let, the present close time be made available for 
cleansing the beds, removing the enemies of the oyster, 
and supplying stock for the private beds, and thus heap 
up wealth on wealth for the_ whole locality, and save 
from destruction a most prolific source of food and em- 
ployment. The only restriction that should be placed 
upon the summer fishing was that the oysters then 
taken should not be removed from the bay, but dredged 
for deposition on the private beds, there to be finished 
off for the public market. 

Mr. Barry expressed his thanks to Captain Austin 
for the highly valuable and interesting_ information he 
had afforded. The suggestions submitted were well 
worthy of consideration. 

Statement of Captain Austin, at Westpoet, on 

the 2nd August, 18(54, upon an Inquiry into 

an application by him for a Licence to plant 

Oyster Beds. 

The application was read, and also the notice 
of meeting: the map accompanying the application 
was submitted to the parties for inspection. 

Captain Austin then said— I appear to ask, in pur- 
suance of the notice just read, for the permission of the 
Commissioners to enclose the water shown upon the 
plan, for the purpose of making and establishing an 
Oyster Bed. As I had, only a short time since, the 
opportunity of making a statement generally as to the 
nature and cultivation of the oyster, and as the Commis- 
sioners appear to have become thoroughly masters of 
the subject, as is shown by the publication of a very 
talented and very exhaustive work, for which wc are 
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Appendix, indebted, I believe, to Mr. Barry, and in which a 
0 ter summary of my evidence appeal's ; and also, as the 

Fisheries attention of the Commissioners must. shortly be called 
and. Oyster to another subject for which a meeting of inquiry is 
Culture. called within an hour of this time, I think I should 
best fulfil my own object, and also save public time, 
by drawing into as compact a form as possible the few 
observations I may think it right to make, in prefacing 
my application for leave to enclose the ground I apply 
for. I think I may fairly address to you a few reasons 
which I think will show that the granting this applica- 
tion will be of public benefit, or that, if no public bene- 
fit may arise, at least no possible injury to the public 
can arise from the grant I ask, by trenching on public 
rights. I must therefore premise by stating that the 
culture of the oyster is but very little understood in 
this country, and still less practised. The consequence 
is that an Irish oyster, in all markets but Dublin or an 
Irish town, fetches the lowest price in the market ; 
when in reality it is quite as good as many of the 
kinds now fetching high prices, when such oysters 
were in their rough state. It wants but cultivation; 
and were the Irish oysters thoroughly prepared in then’ 
own country, it would give them a far higher name in 
the markets of England and the Continent, and thus 
enhance in a very large degree the trade ou the Irish 
coasts. The oyster when properly cultivated is as 
different from its rude progenitors,' both in value and 
flavour, as the white oat from the husky grass-seed of 
the hay-field — as the garden rose from the briar. That 
this is true is shown by that last and only real test of 
all theories or opinions — the market value. The 
native oyster is worth in London £3 11*. a bushel; 
the Irish oyster 7s. to 8s. This native oyster, it is 
true, is now of a very different kind ; but in reality it 
is the care and cultivation of a eentui’y that has made 
by very far the larger part of the difference ; for, as 
all breeders of cattle or dogs know well, as well as 
cultivators of plants, they will constantly “breed 
back,” as they term it, and amid a litter of the purest 
fox hounds will be found one of the mastiff or deer 
hound, or other race with which the breed has been 
crossed ; and so in like manner, amongst a bushel of 
the purest native spat will be found a small quantity 
of the rough oyster which formed the original stock. 
The oyster requires a complete education to fit it for 
the first place in the market, commencing with its 
early growth at three months old — from that age it 
must have constant and unremitting attention — the 
soil or shell to which it is attached must be carefully 
broken off to give it the proper form, — that is, round, 
small, flat on the top, and a deep under shell. This 
requires care, as the oyster is a philosopher, or perhaps 
an Irishman, and adapts himself most readily to cir- 
-cumstances, as will appeal- from the specimens pro- 
duced : then it must be constantly worked, watched, 
and its tendency to spread itself into a broad, flat, coarse 
shell corrected by breaking off and removing the young 
growth of shell which is done by the action of the 
dredge. Its condition must be watched also, and if it 
doeB not thrive it must be removed to a different part 
of the bed ; it must be placed where there is a clear 
■ run of clear water, free from slush and weed, or the 
flesh becomes discoloured and muddy in taste, and 
like sheep or cattle, it requires a change of pasture or 
place- to insure a first-rate quality. It is true a dis- 
tance of perhaps twenty on thirty feet is enough ; but 
above all, as it is an animal fixed in its abode, it 
depends on the course of the tidal water for the food. 
Infusoria and animnlcuke, which are sucked into its 
mouth, as the stream passes by — stop this stream and 
its food fails, and the oyster languishes and dies. This 
streamisreadilystopped bythe growth of weeds, and that 
-which alwaysaccompanies weeds, ridges of mudandsand, 
deposited by the eddy in the stream made by the weed; 
an oyster thus circumstanced can instantly .be detected 
by its want of condition, and filthy flavour. These 
processes, which I have described, of course entail the 
necessity of constantly, day by day, working the ground 
and catching and examining the oyster. It' must be 
at once apparent that this process can never in the 
nature of things, take place on public beds ; and it is 
therefore only possible to accomplish it on private beds, 



where the owner trusts to the increased value for repav- 
ment of his outlay on labour ; for this reason therefore 
the Irish oyster will never be improved unless through 
the means of private beds. Then let us consider for a 
moment what would be the effect of granting private 
beds upon the prosperity of this bay. And first, let us 
look casually at the present position of the fishery and 
the mode of carrying it on. As at present managed 
the oyster is left for the summer six months to thrive’ 
or die, or languish as it may, amongst the prolific weeds 
which spring forth with such wonderful fecundity 
amid the warm water of the Gulf stream in the months 
of April and May. There it lies and spawns, and after 
another five months at length recovers some kind of 
condition until the season opens in November the 
sickly condition Of -the parent influencing the spawn 
but an infinitesimal fraction of which has a chance of 
living. Then all are taken, of whatever size and condi- 
tion (for all are fish here that come to net), and they 
are at once sent away to another county, or more 
generally to England (and the bed is left bare), un- 
cleaned and undenuded of its thousand enemies, amongst 
which the few who have escaped must remain until the 
next season, when the like thing again takes place. 
The waste in this case must far exceed the supply, and 
the exhaustion of the bed inevitably occurs in a year 
or two. The result of this is, that the raw material is 
obtained in its rudest form and lowest value, and ex- 
ported to another country to give labour, employment, 
and profit elsewhere. Can anything be more impolitic ? 
Now let us, for a few moments, look on the other side of 
the case ; that is, what must happen if private beds 
were established. In the first place, the public get the 
value of the raw material or article, precisely the same 
as before, while there is no loss by exportation. In the 
next, there is from three to four years’ employment 
aud labour to he had in manufacturing and preparin'* 
it for market in the manner before doscribod. Again, 
it brings a much larger price, and enhances the value 
of the supply from the neighbouring beds in the market, . 
Also a far larger proportionof the produce would survive; 
and a steady and certain home market provided in lieu 
of the uncertain demand for shipping. Again, it can 
scarcely be doubted that the example of .a bed worked 
on the Kentish principle must be of value to those who 
already have or may have beds of their own, as well as 
providing them with a good market for their produce. 
When I speak of a bed worked on the Kentish principle, 

I mean where skill and capital shall be liberally supplied; 
for it is simply absurd to lay down a few oysters on a 
bed and leave them for five years untouched, and at 
the expiration of that period expect any result but their 
empty shells. Thus, I think it must be acknowledged 
that private beds are, and must be, valuable, and indeed . 
absolutely necessary for the prosperity • of a public 
fishery like -this. I will now leave this part of the 
subject, and allude very shortly to the nature of my 
application and the evidence I shall produce to sustain 
•it. I apprehend that to induce the Commissioners to 
give any application a favourable consideration, I shall 
have to show that, in. the words of the Act, on the 
ground which I ask for, there does not, or did not in 
1 850, exist a public bed or bank to which the public 
have resorted for oysters. . I therefore propose to call 
before you a sufficient number of the oldest and most 
respectable of the inhabitants and drodgermen, as well 
as the former tenants of the fishery, living close to, "or 
who have from their youth fished upon the ground asked 

to be enclosed, who will prove 1st, that there never 

has existed on such ground an oyster bed or bank in 
the real meaning and acceptation of the word ; 2nd, 
that no brood or spat has ever been caught there, and 
that the few oysters .to be. found there have been carried 
there by the force ef ..the -winds and tide, assisted by 
the poacher weed, from the real beds above. To prove 
"this I will call. those- who; have arrested the weed in 
transitu ; who have afterwards seen it floating out to, 
sea or on its journey ; or who have picked it up loaded 
with oysters on the surrounded shores; 3rd, that 
oysters have been laid on this ground at different periods 
since thirty or forty years ago ; 4th, that with the 
exception of the times when oysters, have been laid 
there, . thpy have been so .scarce, and widely scattered, 
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that they could not catch enough to pay for dredging, 
and it was not dredged accordingly ; 5th, that the 
public have never resorted there for oysters. If, then, I 
prove these things as well as that the granting the 
licence cannot in anyway injure, but must, in the very 
nature of things, be most beneficial to the public, I trust 
I may meet with the support of the Commissioners 
and the meeting, in carrying, out my object. I have 
the consent of the two proprietors, the owners of the 
lands— Lord Sligo on the right, and Mrs. Garvey on 
the left. , „ . , 

Lord Sligo assented personally to the proposed ex- 
tension. 

Mr. Barry said he openly and candidly endorsed 
the statements and opinions expressed by Captain 
Austin. Since he had been last at Westport he had 
visited some of the most importent oyster beds on the 
coast of England, and had seen wealth accumulated on 
shores not presenting half the advantages that Clew 
Bay possessed. He saw the operations which Captain 
Austin had described, and he came to the conclusion 
that until large grants were given for private layings 
the public beds would be finally exhausted. 

Mr. Barry then explained the circumstances of 
Garvey’s beds, their insufficiency for commercial pur- 
poses, and the extent of ground in Herne Bay granted 
by the Act of last session for the formation of oyster beds. 

Several witnesses were then examined, and the Com- 
missioners, upon consideration of the evidence, subse- 
quently granted the licence. 



Statement of Captain Austin, at Westport, on 
the 2nd August, 1864, upon an Inquiry into an 
application made by him for leave to dredge, by 
agents and others, on the public beds situate 
within Clew Bay only, for Oysters and Brood, 
to stock, replenish, and supply registered beds 
within Clew Bay during the close season, ex- 
cepting the period between the 15th April and 
the 20th day of June, but not for the purpose of 
sale, or for other beds than those registered 
by the Commissioners in Clew Bay only. 
Captain Austin said : — I regret deeply that the 
task I have before me has not fallen to better hands ; 
for I feel very deeply impressed with the importance of 
the subject as a matter of the gravest and deepest import 
to all who have estates or are engaged in trade in the 
whole district of Clew Bay ; for the decision come to by 
the Commissioners this day will either retain the present 
oyster fishery of Clew Bay in its present neglected and 
destructive state, for a year or two longer, when it 
must die out from exhaustion, as many other fisheries of 
like nature have in this country, or raise it into a 
source of untold wealth and prosperity, which will give 
profitable employment to thousands at a period of the 
year when they most require it, and in search of which 
hundreds now leave their homes, when at their own 
doors lies neglected a source of profitable work that 
would keep them and their families in comfort, enable 
them to pay their rent, improve vastly their position as 
well morally and physically, lift them above the 
poverty and dirt which mark so many of the peasants’ 
homes around this bay, and from which there appears 
but one mode of escape — exile, or, in other words, 
emigration. It is said that he who can cause two ears 
of corn to grow where but one has grown before, de- 
serves well of his country. It is my desire to show 
that by a judicious treatment of the fishery of Clew 
Bay very many ears of corn may be easily produced 
where now is but little more than a barren flat, and 
which must soon become quite so. I would, in fact, 
apply the Kentish or English system here. First, let 
us examine the position of the great English fisheries. 
They lie for the most part on an exposed coast, open to 
gales of wind from every quarter, which in winter 
wash the oysters into ridges and smother them. The 
constant rush of cold water from the North Sea, an- 
other fertile source of evil, as well as subject to the 
immense bodies of snow-water thrown on them from 
the Thames and Medway; add to this that the whole 
coast line consists of clay or chalk cliffs, each of which 
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in every gale mixes with the water until it is quite Appendix. 
thick, and is finally deposited on the beds. It would Q_ st ~ 
be difficult to find more adverse circumstances for an Fisheries 
oyster bed. Now look at Clew Bay. Kocky shore all and Oyster 
round ; hundreds of channels and small bays and inlets, Culture, 
having the islands sheltered from every wind that can 
blow ; a clear bright bottom, composed of shells and 
pebbles, above all in the full sweep of the Gulf stream, 
setting in from the Atlantic, giving an ever renewed 
supply of clear water, pure as crystal and warm ; an 
even bottom, and just about the necessary amount of 
fresh water flowing from the mountain streams. Nature 
has here given everything that could be granted ; and 
all that is required is capital and proper regulations to 
develop a magnificent fishery. I believe there are in 
Clew Bay some forty square miles of oyster ground. 

Now, if the Kentish beds, notwithstanding their many 
drawbacks, can be developed to the splendid extent 
they are, producing one million of pounds annually, 
until it has become, of all fisheries in England, the 
greatest in value, can there be any reasonable doubt 
that, if precisely the same regulations, capital, and 
skill are supplied here, where every favourable circum- 
stance is present, and no drawbacks, a like result must 
follow? — that is, the fishery will be enormously in- 
creased in value and amount of produce, and thus 
benefit all interested in it. Only an inestimably small 
proportion of the spat which falls from the parent 
oyster survives or comes to maturity on the public beds, 
from the presence there of weeds and filth, caused by 
decayed weeds, &c., and mud, which the tide cannot 
wash away, unless it is stirred up by working the 
grounds with dredges, as well as the large number of 
natural enemies of the spat who live on it, and who 
thrive best in exactly that condition of bottom — such 
as whelks, star fish, crabs, anemones, sponges, &c. 

This working is now prohibited by the by-laws, and 
that at the very period when, as stated in my evidence, 
page 84 of the Oyster Book, the sea-weed grows in 
the greatest abundance. The only means of getting 
rid of these and the ridges of mud and sand which 
form, and by allowing the tides a free play upon the 
ground, and thus produce a clear bright bottom, is by 
working them with the dredge. The only means of 
obtaining that labour' is by making it remunerative, 
and this can only be done by allowing the fishermen to 
sell the brood, and the only market for this is the 
licensed beds or private grounds. It is by doing this 

that is, allowing the public beds to be fished^ during 

the close period — that the prosperity and magnitude of 
the Kent and Essex fisheries is entirely due. The 
public beds are not only a hundredfold more productive, 
and the supply to the public thus increased, but em- 
ployment is found for thousands of people who would 
otherwise be unemployed. It is stated, and truly, that 
the only opposition to the dredging during the close 
period is that great injury might be_ done by dredging 
during the spawning period. This is true; and I 
would not advocate such dredging ; but reduce the 
close period, when dredging for brood only for regis- 
tered beds should not be allowed, to the period extending 
from the middle of April to the end of June, this being 
the period of spawning in this'bay. The spawning on 
the Kent and Essex shores takes place from the early 
part of June to the middle of July, which is also stated 
to be the period of spawning in the channel and on the 
French coast ; but our shores are open to the North 
Sea, whose cold waters retard the spawning ; but the 
west coast of Ireland is struck by the Gulf stream, and. 
the greater warmth and purity of the water causes the- 
oysters to spawn much earlier : the same stream also 
affects the climate, which is much milder than on our 
coasts. No injury could therefore be possibly occa- 
sioned by the Commissioners granting me the per- 
mission sought for ; but a large amount of good would 
accrue to the public grounds,* and employment would 
be given to hundreds of men who now seek for employ- 
ment in vain, and who, with their families, suffer in 
consequence. 

Captain Austin here produced specimens of this 
year’s spat — the early spat in April and the smaller in 
May; also oysters, to show that they had spawned, 
and many of them recovered, which takes at least six 
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Appendix, weeks ; also oysters taken from the filthy grounds whose 
Oyster recovery was retarded, the spat showing that the 
fisheries oysters had spawned at the same time as on the other 
and Oyster grounds ; also oysters and brood taken from the regis- 
Culture. tered bed, contrasting the growth and form of these 
with oysters and brood taken on Pigeon Point — the 
unregistered ground. 

Captain dm tin sworn and examined by Mr. Barry. 

I have been present here during the Close Time for 
the purpose of ascertaining exactly the spatting time 
in this bay. I have fished very carefully all the ground 
spoken of here to-day out from Pigeon Point. From 
my examination of the oysters and the spat I believe it 
to be an undoubted fact that the oysters in this bay 
spawn in the last fortnight of April, and continue to 
the end of May. There may be a few earlier and a 
few later, but the great bulk of the spawning takes 
place between the loth April and the 7th May. I 
think that the beds should not be dredged during the 
spatting time. I think the beds ought not to be 
dredged between the 15th April, and the end of June. 
I would not except so large a period but that here the 
fishermen are untutored, and X think that the larger 
time should elapse so that they could distinctly see the 
brood. My application is that the bay should be open 
to the whole public to dredge for brood for sale to the 
private beds within the bay only, from the 1st to the 
loth April, and from the 20th June to the 1st October. 

I do not think that any injury whatever to the fishery, 
but, on the contrary, a vast amount of benefit would 
result from such a permission being granted. It is in 
fact the adoption of this course that has made the Eng- 
lish beds what they are — sources of immense wealth. 

I think it would be quite practicable for the coast 
guard to prevent the taking of mature oysters or spat 
out of the bay during this period for sale in other 
places. Situated as this bay is, it would be very diffi- 
cult for a boat to get out unobserved; and if she 
attempted to go out by an unusual channel, she would 
be suspected. It would be also difficult to carry the 
oysters in such quantities as would make it worth their 
while to run the risk of the penalty. The cessation 
from fishing between the 15th April and the 20th June 
will be sufficient to give ample protection both during 
and after the spatting. That time would be amply 
sufficient. They dredge all the year round at the 
Pout fishery— such is the general report. In other 
fisheries they do it also ; and as to the ground at Whit- 
stable, they dredge all the year round except six weeks. 

I believe it is an undoubted fact that this constant 
dredging is the greatest improvement to the oyster 
fishery it is, in fact, its life-blood. The more the 
ground is dredged the more profitable and productive 
it becomes. The more working the ground gets the 
more the oyster will fructify. 

(Here Captain Austin produced shells with the. ad- 
herent spat of last April, taken from the registered 
beds, and other parts of the bay. The contrast was 
most striking, both as to quantity and form, brightness 
and condition of shell.) 

Cross-examined by Mr. O'Malley. 

I would continue the Close Time from 15th April to 
20th June to allow the spatting and recovery of the pa- 
rent oj-ster. If the weeds which grow so luxuriantly 
in summer be not removed, it is simply ridiculous to 



expect an oyster fishery There is no market here for 
oysters during the Close Season. From the 20th Tnn 
to October there is no general market here for eat in. 
purposes. If I was buying from the 1st July to Oc o 
her 1 should not say that I could get the oysters for 
any price I liked. I should not be the only buyer here 
I am not the only holder of registered beds in this bav- 
and I presume there will be manv more. When I fir-f 
came here I had no competitor, and I bought oysters 
during the Open Season. I cannot tell if the public 
have applied for this opening, but every one to whom 
I have spoken have urged me to make this application 
I do not know anything of the herring fishery but T 
cannot see how this concession could possibly ’be in 
jurious to the herring fishery. I would say that this 
dredging would have as much effect upon the herriiw 
fishery as it would have upon the top of Westport 



John P. Brophy. 



Decision of the Commissioners in the foregoing 
Case. ° 

Oyster Fisheries — Permission to dredge in Clew- 
Bay during part of the Close Season, for the supply of 
private oyster beds in Clew Bay, in the county Mayo. 
We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, actin'* as 
Commissioners under an Act passed in the Session of 
Parliament holden in the 5th and 6th years of the reion 
of Her present Majesty, intituled “ An Act to Regulate 
the Irish Fisheries,” and the several Acts since passed 
amending the same, having made the necessary inquiry, 
and token the necessary preliminary steps for the pur- 
pose, in piu-suance of the powers and authorities in us 
by the said Act vested, do hereby decide and appoint 
that, for the sole purpose of replenishing and supplying 
licensed oyster beds, and other oyster beds, the ex- 
clusive property of any person or persons within Clew 
Bay alone, in the county of Mayo, and for no other 
purpose whatever, it may be lawful for any person to 
dredge for and take oysters from any natural public bed 
in the' said Clew Bay, lying below the level of the 
lowest water of spring tides, between the 1st and loth 
April, and the 20th June and 1st October in each year, 
such periods being respectively included within the 
Close Time at present fixed for the oyster fisheries 
within the said Clew Bay. Provided always that if 
any oysters dredged or taken during such part of the 
Close Season shall be brought to shore, or sold or offered 
for sale, or be found in the possession of any person on 
land, or be used for any other purpose than the replen- 
ishing or supplying any such artificial or other bed as 
aforesaid, every person so offending shall forfeit all such 
oysters, and bo subject and liable to the same penalties 
and forfeitures as by said first recited Act prescribed 
in cases, of offences against the provisions of the said 
first recited Act for the observance of the Close Season 
in respect of oysters. 



J. G. MTaerlie, 
Wm. R. Le Fand, 



J . Redmond Barry, 



Dated at the Office of Public 
Works, Dublin, this 1st day 
of April, 1865. 



{ Two of the Commissioners 
of Public Works and Sea 
Fisheries in Ireland, 
f Inspecting Commissioner 
| of Sea Fisheries in Ireland. 



Cultivation of 
Oyster Beds. 



Appendix No. 7. 



Results of the Cultivation of Oyster Beds licensed by the Commissioners, as communicated 
cmetly by the Persons who obtained the Licences, in reply to letters written to them. 



Beds Nos. 4 and 5 on list, page 30. 

In reply to your communication of 22nd instant, I 
beg to refer you to a letter which I wrote to Mr. Barry 
one of your body, on the 28th October, 1863, in which 
I detailed the proceedings which had been taken in 
connexion with the oyster fishery at Greenane, near 
Kenmare, county Kerry, licence for which was granted 



to Mr. John Mahony and Rev. Denis Mahony on 5th 
February, 1851. Since the date of that letter my pro- 
ceedings with reference to my part of the fishery have 
been confined to a strict preservation of it from tres- 
passers, in which I am glad to be able to say I have 
been successful ; and in further adding to the stock of 
oysters on the bed, having procured from Tralee in 
March, 1864, a considerable supply of seed oysters, which 
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I bad carefully placed on my bed. I had Intended to confidence to a successful return for the moneys so ex- AmtxMX. 
lift a quantity of oysters off the bed for sale during the pended, relying on the experience of a portion of the Cnltivation of 
present season, but I have found that they have not oysters, sent to market this year from Mr. Garvey’s oy*u-r Beils, 
attained that state of perfection which would warrant bed, laid and worked in the preceding year, 
my commencing to send them to market ; and although It is perhaps needless to observe that the outlay of 
the improvement which has taken place in them is this sum of money in so poor a district has been of very 
very marked indeed, still I consider, and have been so great value to the labouring classes there. Where men 
advised by very intelligent parties living in the im- were before glad to get employment at 6 d. per diem, 
mediate vicinity of the fishery and acquainted with the they have since earned, on an average, from Is. 6d. to 
oyster fishery of the Kenmare river, that it is more 7 s. per diem, and sometimes far more — price of oysters 
prudent for me to delay the lifting of oysters for sale having risen within these two years from Is. and Is. 6 d. 
until next season, when I may reasonably calculate per buddachan to 7s. per buddachan; but I regret 
on being able to send to market a large supply of fine to say, from the hard fishing such prices cause on the 
oysters. public beds, a much smaller production must in future 

I am about to obtain a further large supply of seed be looked for, as the close time prevents those beds 
oysters from Tralee, which I will treat as I did those having any chance ofrestoringthemselves in the summer 
obtained by me last year, and in this way I shall event- time by the natural production of brood, the beds being 
ually have an immense stock on the bed. I have not unworked, and therefore uncleaned, and the brood thus 
been able to perceive that during the past season any dies amidst a luxuriant growth of weeds and its own 
very visible increase has taken place by reason of the concomitant mud and filth; thus but a very small pro- 
spawning of the fish, although I used appliances to portion of the brood deposited survives to meet the 
catch the spawn and prevent it from being carried out to severe dredging in the ensuing winter season, which 
sea ; but I believe the same circumstance, namely, the high prices must infallibly induce, 
non-increase by. reason of spawning, has been almost Geobge Austin. 

universally remarked during the past year. I would 

hope that I shall be able to report differently at the closing _gecZ No 8. 

of th. coming spawning season: With reference to the & of toqtory Bs t0 thc ot 

oyster fishery m the neghbonrhood ofmy bed, I have „ Kerrykeel, in tli connty of Donegal, 

» f 7 *“ representative of the Rev. Dents ma ^ Ucb { obteill /d a licence on the 22nd SV 

Mahony does not appear to have token advantage of temb la53 p b t0 s th „ t immediately aftir 

thehcence, and no oyster fishery, I beheve, exists so btth ig tb e licencS I procured a supply of 10,000 

far as his partof the bed is concerned. I am told that there a ^ ^ Lough, and had them 

las been, for the last six or seven years, . great dedme 1 be ds. j ' *, fliat I 

„ the quantity and quid, ty of the oysters token in Mr. ^ been d ? appointei to',!* resu i t> fl,, „, st er S have 
Eland's fishery at Denyqum. Tins may proceed from ^ to cre a s ed I expected, and I now intend to rc- 

the conatant dredging for the supply for sale, and the 8lod _ (h> bed ^ lerJ from aomi , otb<JP place . 

consequent disturbance of thc spat or seed oysters on Jn considerilg a . ll£ .- „ay he the cause of this failure, 
the bed. several reasons have been alleged but the most likely 

Edwaed Mathews. j bave bear a 0 f is, that my beds were in the immediate 
neighbourhood of a layer of mud about two feet thick, 

Beds Nos. 7 and 35. which covers the shores of Mulroy Bay at the upper 

end, and which, I suppose, prevented the spat coming 
In reference to your letter, to me of 22nd February tQ maturity- j ain a is 0 a little inclined to believe that 
last (requesting certain information as regards the beds there baye been something in the kind of oysters 
originally granted to Mr. J. C. Garvey, and that granted j- brougllt from tbe Swilly ; _there are, I believe, dif- 
to myself in the autumn of last year), I beg to state ferent spec i e3 0 f oysters, and some may not do in one 
that my reply has been deferred in consequence of a lace who would tbr ; ye in anot her. I find some very 

week’s illness, and also waiting for some returns from natural oyster3 have been got in Mulroy Bay in 

•my agents in Ireland. ■ . deep water, and near the mouth of the estuary, but none 

As regards tbe bed granted to Mr. Garvey, into pos- baye eyer been met w ; tb high up j n the bay, near where 
session of which T came on tbe 1st October, 1863, 1 have j baye been making the beds, or near the mud hanks 
to state that between that period and the 1st October, j baye men tioned. Those natural oysters are of a 
1864, 1 expended on the bed, in labour and stock, nearly totaUy different kind from the Swilly oysters. 

-PA non. of v,onvlTr -PI non mo p-v-npndp.rl in J 



Beds Nos. 7 and 35. 



£4,000 ; of this sum nearly £1,000 was expended in 
labour in cleansing the bed, levelling the bottom, and 
removing weeds and vermin, 'and supplying cultcb and 
other material to assist in catching the spawn — in 
reality adopting the plan in its integrity as applied on 



J. O. WOODHOUSE. 

Bed No. 9. 

Accompanied by Mr. Laurence Elmore, I walked 

ll — l.-c.vaocl Ho,] It, fWliWord Lninrtl. 



our large Kentish fisheries. Upon the small portion over the entire of his licensed bed m Carlingf or d Lough, 
of the bed consisting of tbe channel between Inisheeny a little after seven o’clock on the morning ot the 14th 
and the mainland, after it bad been so cleansed, I March. It was then the low water of a spring tide, 
planted 24,000 buddachans* of oysters, and upon ex- and I had full opportunity of testing the accuracy ot the 
•aiaining the bed in September, 1864, 1 have tbe pleasure statements made by Mr. Elmore in his letter ot the 
to state that I found that in consequence of the labour 17th September last Although the bed has not been 
expended as above mentioned, I not only found that cleared of weeds, or of the natural enemies of the 
the oysters laid in the previous winter had immensely oyster, I found at every step, wherever the bottom was 
improved both in growth and appearance, but also that hard, wherever there were any old shells, or where any 
a very large deposit of spat had taken place— this spat boulders or rock protruded, that the place was over- 
or brood being not only in a very large excess of the crowded with oysters, old and young, assuming all 
amount which had fallen on the public beds around, kinds of distorted forms, according to the shape of the 
but also more valuable, being far superior in size and material to which they had remamed attached. In fact 
quality. every stone and shell literally furnished proof of a hard 

As regards the licence granted to me in October last, struggle for possession ; everything to which an oyster 
I was prevented by the hostility of a certain class in could adhere was covered with them , those which 
the neighbourhood from commencing work until the were first attached became the depositories of the sub- 
middle of November, but I have prosecuted energetically sequent spat ; and these, m their tmrn, formed the base 
tbe work of cleaning and preparing the bed, and I of support to the succeeding brood. Upon one stone 
have laid out on that and planting tbe bed up to this alone, presenting a surface of not more than one square 
time more than £3,000, having laid down more than foot, I counted forty-two oysters of first deposit, and 
9,000 buddachans of oysters. each of these had its threes and fours of subsequent 

I am happy to say that I look forward with every growths. In the Oyster Book, page 56, is an lilus- 
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JUPXOIX. nation of a cluster or “bouquet” of oysters from the 

beds of St. Brieuc ; but every stone and rock on Mr. 

Cultivation of Elmore » g bed afford a still more wonderful example ot 
Oyster Beds. overerowding and abundant spatting ; and I am con- 
vinced that if these young oysters had been detached be- 
fore assuming abnormal shapes, and spread out on other 
parts of the bed, made favourable for their reception, 
the fifty-one acres licensed would be now a most valuable 
property to the owner, and a most prolific source of 
supply to the entire bay. The inner shore part of the 
bed is sandy, and therefore not productive ; but it could 
be very easily, and at little expense, made as favourable 
for the reception and growth of the spat as the outer 
part; for there is close at hand a large limestone 
quarry, extensively worked, the refuse of which is ad- 
mirably suited for the formation of a clean flat floor. 
The outer shore, where the full-grown oysters with 
their adherent young are in great abundance, notwith- 
standing the accumulation of weeds, dirt, and star fish, 
is compact limestone gravel, lying, I believe, upon a 
base of marl. , , „ T 

I gathered a few of the oysters and shells as I went 
along, and they will serve to illustrate this memorandum : 
a stone from the bed would furnish a better illustration, 
but I did not come upon a portable one. 

John P. Brothst. 



Bed No. 10. 

Referring to your letter of the 22nd instant, the Hon. 
D. Plunket desires me to say that his oyster fishery up 
to the present has been a failure. He procured, at a 
good deal of expense, two hookers full of oysters, and 
had them laid on his beds with great care, but they 
continued to disappear so quickly that there are hardly 
any to be found now. The few, however, that remain 
on the beds are delicious in flavour. Mr. Plunket 
thinks that the quantity of mussels which abound near 
his oyster, beds has something to do with the failure of 
the oysters, and also that the rapidity with which the 
tide ebbs and flows in this bay causes so much sand to 
he carried with it that it smothers the beds. He will 
he most anxious to receive any suggestions which the 
experience of the Commissioners might enable them to 
give for the improvement of his fishery, as he is desirous 
to preserve it if possible. 

Robert 0’Caxla.ghan, Clk. 

Bed No. 12. 

I am happy to comply with the wishes of the Com- 
missioners of Sea Fisheries in giving any information 
in my power touching the condition of oyster beds in 
Blacksod Bay. The bed off the point of Elly, Blacksod 
Bay, holds a large well-flavoured oyster in from three 
to four fathoms water at low tides. The quantity a 
- boat of ten tons, with four meD, could take in the day 
would not pay. 

For the last seven years this bed has disimproved, 
both as to quantity and quality, partly owing, I should 
say, to the spat not fructifying properly, and partly to 
an accumulation of adventitious matter on the bed. I 
am not aware of any legalized private beds in this im- 
mediate locality of any note. 

As for my oyster bed, as soon as my licence was 
granted I divided it into pares, with small stone walls 
eighteen inches high, and then bought from the people 
of Ardmore £120 worth of oysters of all sizes, which 
they collected off the extensive strands and green bed 
lying between Claggan and Belmullet. Having kept 
those oysters on my bed for tw;o years in hopes of lots 
of spat, in which I was disappointed, I then sold them 
off at a loss, not considerable, as I have used and made 
presents of a fair amount of them, and still have enough 
for self and friends of very good oysters ; and am still 
in hopes that with a change of seasons I shall have a 
profitable bed. I am stiU improving it, laying down 
stones, &c. As for increasing the supply of oysters, 
that, I should say, rests in the hands of proprietors of 
shores. There are many localities round the extensive 
shores of Blacksod Bay eminently fitted by nature to 
produce that mollusc, but neglected. 



As to markets and prices, first get the supply 0 j 
such an oyster as Blacksod Bay does produce, and 
markets and prices will follow. 

John W. Richards. 

Beds Nos. 14 and 36. 

I beg to state, in reply to your inquiry, that since I 
received my licence from the Commissioners of Sea 
Fisheries, in October last, I have cleared a portion of 
the ground (about two acres) and stocked it with oysters 
for breeding. I purpose clearing and stocking more 
ground in the ensuing season. 

With regard to Dr. Foreman’s ground now leased to 
me, I am engaged in cleaning the best part of the bed 
and separating and relaying the oysters already upon 
it. They are of first-rate quality, and superior, in my 
opinion, to London “ natives.” 

With regard to markets and prices, we are at a great 
disadvantage, owing to the want of railway communi- 
cation. 

In reply to your invitation for suggestions, I would 
venture to offer one only ; but one which I believe to 
be of immense importance, viz., that measures should 
be forthwith adopted to prevent the removal from the 
Irish breeding grounds of oysters below a certain size. 

I have it from the best authority that the Irish breeding 
grounds are being rapidly destroyed by the removal 
from them to the English grounds of every oyster of 
whatever size that can be found. The English buyers 
naturally prefer the smallest oysters ; and I believe 
that unless steps be taken to prevent the wholesale 
destruction of your breeding grounds, you will soon 
have no public oyster fisheries to protect. 

I would suggest an enactment in the present session 
of Parliament, rendering it penal (and punishable by 
fine, of which one-half should go to the informer, or by 
imprisonment) for any person to boat away, or bring to 
shore, or be in possession of oysters which will pass 
through a ring of a certain size ; and that the con- 
stabulary and coast-guard should be instructed to aid in 
enforcing this law. 

John Eendaxl. 

Bed No. 18. 

In reply to your circular respecting the oyster 
fisheries, I beg to state, for the information of the Com- 
missioners, that my oyster banks here have proved 
partly a failure and partly a success — the former as 
regards any benefit I have as yet derived from them ; 
the latter as regards the size and quality of the oysters 
themselves. 

We only put down a small setting as an experiment, 
as we had not sufficient experience to make a large 
venture. We buoyed them off, and appointed a la- 
bourer of our own to watch them. The chain's of the 
buoys were either stolen or carried away by the storm. 

I believe myself the former was the case, and poachers 
stole more of them, and sold them through the country 
and in the town, than we ever got. 

However, such as we got were excellent, and such 
as to encourage us to try again what we can do on a 
larger scale, and I hope with a more faithful watchman. 

The price at which oysters are sold about here is If. 
per hundred ; in fact I have known persons who have 
bought my own at that price. 

It is my opinion, if it were allowed, and would be a 
sufficient protection (I mean to satisfy the requirements- 
of the law to insure the assistance of' the coast-guards), 
to mark the beds by notices on the rocks adjacent, it 
would greatly facilitate the protection of the beds. 

But it seems to be a fixed notion with all classes 
here that nothing but floating buoys will be sufficient to 
mark the beds as private property, and these are easily 
displaced by the dishonest and by the storms. 

Richard H. Wall. 

Bed' No. 19. 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of 22nd ultimo. I beg to say that I brought a 
quantity of oysters from Sneem and planted them along 
the ground granted to me in February, 1860, but th® 
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result has been by no means successful. _ In some parts 
they have dwindled away, in others disappeared alto- 
gether. In some few spots they have maintained 
• themselves, but nowhere has there been any perceptible 
increase. I have reason to believe that I did not 
select the best ground, for the purpose, that in some 
places there was more saved than was desirable, and 
that a larger supply of fresh water would have been of 
advantage. I believe also that I would have done 
better if* I had planted the small oyster from Tralee 
Bay, or still better from Ballydehob, instead of the 
larger Sneem oyster. I have been promised a visit 
this season by a proprietor of oyster beds in the Thames, 
and if I am so fortunate as to get him here, I expect 
much valuable advice from him, both as to selection of 
"round and as to the choice of the oysters best for 
planting. 

P. Fitzgerald, 

Knight of Kerry. 

Bed No. 22. 

Ip reply to your communication of the 22nd inst., I 
beg to observe that the portion of n?y licensed oyster 
bank lying to the north-west of Rosleague was tolerably 
productive from the years 1861 to 1863, but last year, 
before it was buoyed off, the oysters were stolen to such 
an extent that the bed was nearly exhausted ; the other 
portions are of little value for layings in consequence of 
muddy bottom, and being too nenr the rapid current in 
the channel. This I proved from having made efforts 
to propagate the fish and failed. I purpose making 
some additional layings this year, and for this object I 
would now ask permission (if necessary) from the Com- 
missioners to obtain oysters in the close season. Oysters 
are selling at present in this locality at about 9s. a 
barrel, including dredger’s wages, and are all shipped 
to the County Clare beds. The produce and quality 
are fan. Both, I think, would be improved if the neigh- 
bouring banks were not fished so closely. 

Edward Browne. 



Bed No. 25. 

In reply to yours of the 22nd instant, I have to state 
that, on obtaining the licence in I860, I bought a 
quantity of oysters, and laid them generally over the 
space granted, in order to test the best breeding 
ground. Since that time I have dredged and re-dis- 
tributed the oysters, but until this year I did not obtain 
a sufficient quantity to induce me to seek a market 
for them. 

Last month, however, I dredged the beds, and ob- 
tained about 120 buddicans (as the measurement here, 
containing about 300, is called), which I sold for 4,s. 
the measure, or something more than £20 ; but I found 
that the cost of dredging would be over Is. the measure, 
and I have ceased for the present. 

In some places the oysters have bred well, and no 
doubt, with care, the beds will become valuable property, 
as they are isolated from all others, and have the 
Blacksod public beds to replenish from. 

I would suggest that Justices at Petty Sessions 
should have summary jurisdiction in oyster cases, as 
the present system causes much delay and expense to 
the owners of private beds. The accused could have 
an appeal, and would, therefore, not be in a worse 
position. 

Under the fishery laws this has worked well, and I 
think it would do so in the case of oysters. 

To give an instance of the present law. Several 
parties were found stealing oysters on my beds ; they 
were summoned to Petty Sessions, and all admitted 
their guilt. The case, however, had to be sent to the 
Quarter Sessions* when they again pleaded guilty, and 
were bound in a penalty to appear when called on for 
judgment. 

I th ink jurisdiction to the extent- of, say, not ex- 
ceeding £5, would work well, .and put a stop to the 
plunder of private beds, which otherwise, I fear, will 
increase with the licences. 

William Pike. 



Bed No. 29. Appendix. 

Having received your communication of February Cultivation of 
22nd requesting me to furnish your Board with a state- Oyster Beds, 
ment of my operations in oyster culture since you 
granted me a licence on the 6th March, 1862, ns well 
as an account of the results obtained, and of the quality, 
markets, and prices of the oysters, I feel much pleasure 
in forwarding to you the following brief account of my 
proceedings. 

In the first place I must mention that before I had 
at all obtained the licence, seeing that the nature and 
position of the foreshore ground near my property was 
likely to be favourable for the propagation and feeding 
of oysters, I laid down on trial close upon 200,000 
oysters. These were placed in salt-water channels, 
where the depth of water at low tide varied' from two 
to six feet, and the bottom consisted of gravel and blue 
mud mixed with sand. I found, however, that many 
of the brood were destroyed by shifting sands, or by 
sinking in the soft bed beneath, while those that re- 
mained grew rapidly and acquired a very agreeable 
flavour. 

Subsequently, by reading and inquiry, I collected what 
information I could upon the subject of oyster culture, 
particularly as it is earned out in France, and according 
to the descriptions of the experiments generously pub- 
lished to the world by the celebrated French philanthro- 
pists and men of science, Monsieur Coste and Dr. 

Kemmerer. In the month of May last I formed an 
artificial bed or oyster park on the foreshore between 
high and low water mark, the subsoil being marl, and 
placed therein all the materials enumerated in their 
early writings for the adherence of the spat or spawn, 
removing some of the former brood from what 1 may 
call my broadcast beds, where they had thriven most 
wonderfully, and laying them in the park to the number 
of 10,000 oysters. This park consisted of an enclosure, 
some twelve yards by six, sunk about one foot and a 
half, and surrounded by walls of large stones, to pre- 
vent the sand and gravel from running in. This I in- 
tended merely as an experiment to see whether the 
oysters, which were principally three and four years 
old, would breed in the locality. 

I then proceeded to London, and had the pleasure of 
meeting there those indefatigable, talented, and truly 
useful writers on this so popular subject of oyster 
culture, Mr. Frank Buckland, Mr. Lowe, and Mr. 

Ffennel. They rendered me every assistance and in- 
formation, and I set off for the Isle of Re, through 
Paris, where I had the good fortune to have an interview 
pdth Monsieur Coste, who, in the kindest manner, 
allowed me to visit his laboratories, gave me" every in- 
formation I asked for, together with letters to Dr. 

Kemmerer and Monsieur Tayeaux, Chief Commissioner 
of Marine in that far-farmed island. There I saw and 
examined the system of oyster culture, being assisted in 
every particular by these kind, disinterested gentlemen. 

I should like to speak more of the lie de Rd, with its 
many attractions, its citadel, its ancient churches and 
traditions, its “Tour de Baleine,” and even of the 
pleasant hours passed at the Hotel du Bateau h Vapeur, 
tende par Madame Veuve Bernard, at St. Martin’s, as 
well as of its cultivation and the refinement of its in- 
habitants ; but I would be rambling from the subject of 
your questions, as to what I have done with my own 
oyster ground ? 

On my return from France I constructed two more 
parks, and this winter purchased brood, with which I 
stocked them, each park being fit to hold from 20,000 
to 25,000 oysters. I have made some improvements 
in the method of draining off the water for the purpose 
of removing the enemies of the oyster, such as the 
whelk, star fish, &c., and am now about commencing 
more parks to receive the rising generation pf oysters 
wheresoever- 1 can procure them, and preparing to lay 
down- these new enclosures with cemented tiles against 
the coming spawning season. 

I can therefore say with truth that I am the first 
person in the kingdom who made artificial oyster parks 
after the French system. At present, however, I can 
say little as to produce, for though the tiles, &q., which 
I deposited in my first park were covered with a fair 

F 2 
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Avi’Exinx. show of what I thought to he the young oyster brood, 

I brought some of them to London last November, and 

Cultivation of Mr. Frank Buckland told me that though they have the 
Oyster Beds, apparent form and shell of the oyster, they are a 
different species, called the crow or saddle oyster, and 
this deceptive bivalve swarmed in every oyster ground 
last season to the exclusion of the legitimate species. 
1 intend however, when the severe weather passes 
away to examine again and see if, even notwithstanding 
the world-wide failure iD the last breeding season, I 
may not be able to discover something to encourage me 
in my further efforts towards successful oyster culture. 

Not wishing to dispose too speedily of the valuable 
stock I have got, aged from eight years downwards, I 
sell them only to the Waterford County and City Club, 
last year at 4s. and this year 5s. a hundred, where I 
can safely say their arrival is hailed with cheers, owing 
to their delicious flavour and size. In addition to this 
I have the opinion of some of the best judges in the 
kingdom, that the oysters fed upon my ground are only 
second to the Whitstable. I attribute their excellent 
condition to the situation of the estuary in which I am 
making my artificial parks, it being sheltered from harsh 
winds by high banks, and receiving through various 
channels the mingled waters from the country streams 
around, the salt water from the sea, as well as the 
slime and mud, which constitute the greater portion of 
the surrounding space of about 270 acres, the quantity 
of ground included in your licence to me. 

Those who are interested in oyster culture ought to. 
feel, in my opinion, very grateful to the Commissioners 
of Sea Fisheries for their work on oysters, published in 
1864, it being a detailed reprint of the most instructive 
articles on the subject, and also containing original 
reports, &c., from various sources. 

I beg to express my thanks for the copy forwarded 
to me. The compilation contained therein would afford 
every information to the beginner, as well as even the 
more experienced oyster farmer, and reference thereto 



would save a vast amount of trouble in the way of 
research. 

Edward Power, 



Bed No. 31. 

Having been requested by Lord Fortescue to reply 
to the circular of the 22nd instant from the Com- 
missioners of Sea Fisheries, asking for information as 
to his proceedings under the oyster licence granted him 
on the 2nd September, 1 864, 1 beg to state that in the 
months of January and February, 1864, I had two 
lots of 10,000 and 8,500 brood oysters laid down in 
the channel immediately below my residence at Summer- 
ville, and put them under the charge of the same 
person as has had the care of the adjacent oyster layings, 
of Mr. Power, of Tramore. 

The oysters have done well, their growth has been 
satisfactory, and the mortality, so far as I am able to 
judge, has been very small, but of course they are toe 
young to he fit for the market, or to have produced 
spat, of which there appears to have been a general, if 
not total, deficiency on the coasts of Great Britain, 
during the past year. 

I am now constructing a pare on part of the foreshore, 
which is ebb-dry at spring-tides, in which I mean to 
place a limited number of oysters in order to compare, 
their condition with that of those in the natural channel,, 
and with this view I have ordered 10,000 more brood 
oysters from Wexford, where the price is l Os. a tub, 
containing from 800 to 1,000. The Commissioners, 
are, of course, well aware of the great rise in price of 
oyster brood, owing to the deficiency of spat, and to the 
great demands made by the French dealers on our 
natural supplies. 

The selling price of oysters for consumption was- 
recently from 3s. 6d. to 4s. per 100 in Waterford. 

D. F. Fortescue. 



Carling ford Bat Oyster Fibhery. 



Omeath Park, Carlingford Bay, 

3rd April, 1865. 

Sir, — I was prevented by an unfortunate accident I 
lately met with, from attending your recent meeting 
in Carlingford for inquiry as to the oyster fishery of 
the lough. As I live on the shore of Carlingford 
Lough, and some of the beds lie off my property, and 
a good many of my tenants make their living by 
dredging and selling oysters, I have had a good deal 
of information on the subject, which I beg to submit 
for your consideration. 

The proprietors of the adjoining lands and shores of 
the bay do not receive any rent or duty or other pecu- 
niary advantage from the oyster fishery of the lough. 
The fishery of the lough is in fact treated and used as 
an opeu common, and it is no more likely to improve 
in its present state than a common in land. Indeed 
it is worse than an ordinary manor common, for the 
grazing is there confined to the tenants of the manor, 
whereas this fishery is free to the whole world. About 
thirty years ago Carlingford oysters were in great re- 
quest ; Dublin was the principal market for the sale of 
them. They were sold from the boats at oyster-houses 
on the quays. Owen Killeen’s Carlisle Tavern was a 
famous oyster-house in those days. I speak from per- 
sonal recollection, and a pleasing remembrance on this 
point. The Carlingford dredgers had then a good 
trade, the produce was large, prices fair, and the de- 
mand very extensive ; hut the lough being a common, 
free to all men without regulation or control, this 
prosperous state was brought to an end. The lough 
was over dredged; the supply failed; the public of 
Dublin and other towns were driven elsewhere for 
oysters. Bed Bank, Lisadill, and other beds were dis- 
covered, and superseded the Carlingfords, and the trade 
of the bay went down. Carlingford oysters are not 



much thought of, or often asked for, in Dublin at pre- 
sent. To find a remedy for this state of things several 
meetings were held, and a by-law of the Commissioners 
was obtained, which was confirmed by the Lord Lieu- 
tenant on the 16th of April, 1860, extending the close 
season from 1st of September to the 1st of November. 
There is no doubt the extension to November was a 
temporary advantage by stopping for two months the 
constant dredging, by tbe ever-increasiug number of 
dredgers, and was found to be so in the following years 
of 1861, 1862, and 1863. The oysters were improved, 
both in size and quantity, and the fishermen who had 
lost the Dublin market found a market in Liverpool, 
where I am told three-fourths of the whole take of last 
ear was sold. The report of an improved fishery 
aving gone abroad, strangers and new men took up the 
trade. From the best information I can obtain, the 
number of dredge boats engaged in the fishery in 1844 
was about 100, in 1854 150, but in 1864 tbe number 
rose to 235, worked with increased energy. As an old 
oyster man on the shore said to me : — “ Oh, dear, sir, 
they will never stop till they dredge the bottom out of 
the lough.” In 1864 the bay was again over fished, 
and the oyster fishery is again going down. Last year 
the oysters .were reduced both in quantity and size. 
A very like event has happened to the mussel fishery. 
There was a valuable mussel fishery in the hay, par- 
ticularly at Omeath, off my own land, where some 
very industrious men earned an annual living by raising 
mussels ; but lately a disco very was made for using them 
in a manufacture in England, and strangers from Dun- 
dalk and elsewhere came with boats and some newly- 
invented irons for raising shell-fish. They tore up all 
the mussel beds, and being under no rule or restraint, 
in about three months they totally destroyed the mus- 
sel fishery, for both themselves and the natives and 
every one concerned. I think the oyster fishery stands 
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a good chance of being ruined in the same -way. It 
appears that no extension or contraction of time of close 
season will ever put the oyster fishery of Carlingford 
Bay in a proper position, so long as it is open to the 
whole world to pull at, at freewill and pleasure. A 
common on land can never be improved, even by the 
most stringent and severe regulations for putting on and 
taking off cattle ; for if by the keeping off of the cattle 
for a large portion of any one year the grass was there- 
by improved, the effect would only be to bring more 
graziers from a distance in the next year to eat up the 
grass, and leave it worse than ever, and hence the 
great number of Enclosure Acts passed for extin- 
guishing commonage rights. I know an instance, in 
a western county, of an oyster fishery which was valu- 
able in private hands, but the public disputed the right 
of the proprietors, and established a common right, the 
result was the fishery was lost to both the proprietors 
and the public. The public, without restraint or con- 
trol dredged it out, and there is nothing now to be had 
in the same place bnt some small worthless things, not 
worth lifting, for they are not allowed to attain, any 
size. It was the example of this place induced me to 
apply for and obtain a licence for an oyster fishery in 
Mulroy Bay. 

The towns and villages on Carlingford Bay are prin- 
cipally supported by visitors and bathers in the summer 
and autumn seasons, and the lauds adjoining are prin- 
cipally of value for villa sites and sea-bathing-lodges ; 
and one of the principal attractions for strangers was 
the far-famed oysters, which I believe are superior to 
any others in the empire. Yet, under the present by- 
law, restricting the commencement of the season to 1 st 
of November, no stranger or visitor at the time when 
they are at the bay can get any oysters. When any 
of my friends visit me here in autumn, they are 
astonished to find I can’t give them an oyster. A great 
deal of injury is done to the owners of houses, and to 
lodging-house keepers, by a denial of the oysters at a 
time when they are in use elsewhere, and when visitors 
expect to get them. The value of the oysters is also 
depreciated by the dredgers, being obliged to sell whole- 
sale to Liverpool dealers, at low prices, when they could 
sell by retail at good prices on the spot. The people 
who visit a watering place are generally prepared to 
spend money; they pay good prices for accommodation 
and provisions, and it is quite right that this very de- 
sirable class of customers should get what they are 
ready and willing to pay for. I know that some of the 
oyster dredgers have given evidence in favour of the 
extension of the close season ; but I would observe that 
•it is quite a mistake to assume that those dredgers are 
the only parties to be considered, or that they consti- 
tute the public. When we speak of the rights of the 
public, we should remember that the consumers have 
also their rights. They have rights on the public 
fisheries of Ireland, and a right to the use and consump- 
tion of the produce thereof, at all proper times and 
seasons, paying the fair value. I must also observe 
that the evidence of some of the dredgers on this point 
is by no means free from a suspicion of selfish motives. 
It appears those witnesses are engaged in the herring 
and deep-sea fishing, off the coast of the Isle of Man, 
and elsewhere, and do not return to our bay until about 
November. It is no doubt very convenient to have 
the oysters kept for them until they return ; but this 
does not suit the fishermen who remain at home, nor 
yet the consumers, who are deprived of the use of the 
oysters at the very time when they are most anxious 
to have them, and when only they can enjoy them. I 
think the large dredge oysters ought to he raised and 
sold at all times in the year except during the spawn- 
ing months, when they are unwholesome. It appears 
to me that so long as the bay is situate as I have des- 
cribed, the taking of small oysters cannot be stopped at 
any season ; the dredgers pull up large and small ; they 
GW always get something for the small, and they say 



they may as well make what they can of them as throw 
them back again and let others take them. The pre- 
sent law don’t provide for any staff of officers to look 
after the boats, and prevent the taking of small oysters, 
or to enforce the law. In fact there is no power vested 
in any one that I know of 10 expend a single shilling 
on the protection and improvement of the fishery; any 
thing that is done is left to the coat-guard and police ; 
but their uniform assistance cannot be depended on. 
Some officers take up the business very warmly, and do 
a great deal, others take it very coolly, and do nothing 
at all. I have known very poor women and children 
prosecuted with great vigour, and as I thought in some 
cases with severity, on the Omeath side of the lough, 
when on the opposite side the same offences were passed 
over without any observation. Persons have been fined 
for lifting rock oysters on Omeath shore, when on 
the opposite bank of the river, at Warrenpoint, they 
were openly crying them through the streets. The 
practice of keeping dredged oysters in rings until re- 
quired for sale should be allowed, for there is no other 
way of storing them until they are wanted. The 
supply of oysters, like other goods, must wait for the 
demand ; the oysters cannot be kept in the house ; they 
must be stored in the water, in a ring of stones, until 
such time as they are wanted for sale. Great frauds 
have been committed, and the character of Carlingford 
oysters has been injured by the practice of bringing 
boat loads of had Arklow oysters, and laying them in 
Carlingford Lough for a couple of months, and then 
lifting them, and taking them through the country for 
sale, as real Carlingford oysters. I am told the vicinity 
of the Arklow river, loaded with copper and other 
minerals in solution, coming from the Wicklow mines, 
make them very bad for human food. This practice 
ought to be stopped; but I am not aware of any law for 
that purpose at present. I am afraid that any tem- 
porary improvement of the oyster fishery of Carlingford 
Lough by restriction of the close season, without some- 
thing else being done, will do little more than increase 
the number of dredgers, and reduce the supply in fol- 
lowing years. After full consideration of the whole 
case, I think the fishery of Carlingford Bay ought to be 
vested by special Act of Parliament, in some body of 
proprietors, or fishermen, or commissioners, or com- 
pany, with sufficient means and powers for working 
the fishery, assisting and encouraging the fishermen, 
protecting the oyster brood, and preventing over dredg- 
ing. As to the details of the mode and way of accom- 
plishing this object, I must reserve any suggestion on 
the subject for a further letter, and until the evidence 
lately taken before you, and also this letter, has been 
printed and published, and until I have had an oppor- 
tunity of ascertaining the feeling and opinion of the 
public on the subject, there are many things to be con- 
sidered, and serious obstacles to be surmounted, and 
contending interests to be reconciled, but I hope all 
those obstacles may be overcome. But, at all events, of 
this I am sure, that unless some more effectual measures 
are adopted, and some extensive change is made, the 
oyster fishery of Carlingford Bay will in a few years be 
lost, as other oyster fisheries in other places have been 
lost by the same means, and for the same cause. 

Before concluding I would beg to call attention to 
the necessity of having legal provision for the protec- 
tion of the lobster fishery. It is quite common to take 
and sell lobsters when casting, and before the new shell 
is firm and the flesh restored. Such lobsters are very 
dangerous for human food. A lobster fishery ought to 
have the protection of proper regulations as well as any 
other fishery. 

I am, sir, your very obedient servant, 

J. 0 . Woodhodse. 

J. R. Barry, esq., Commissioner 
of Fisheries. 



Appendix. 

Cultivation of 
Oyster Beds. 
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Appendix. Appendix, No. 8. 

Inquiries at OYSTER FISHERY. — SoUTH-EaST COAST. 

Arklow, 

Gorey, and Proceedings at Inquiries held at Arkeow, Gorey, and Wexford, in consequence of an application 
Wexford. made by the fishermen of these places to extend the present Close Season, and to prevent 

exhaustive and improvident dredging along the coast from Wicklow Head to Carnsore Point. 
Court-house, Arklow, Tuesday, 21 st March, 1865. 

J. Redmond Barry, esq., presiding. 

Present — The Rev. Mr. Redmond, p.p. ; Mr. Hudson, j.p. ; Captain Balfour, r.n. ; Captain Peggs, Captain Allen 
Mr. Easton, Mr. Browning, Mr. Gann, Mons. Deskampes, Ac. ’ 



The court-house was filled with the Arklow fisher- 
men, who evinced the greatest iuterest in the pro- 
ceedings. 

The Memorial and Notice of Meeting having been 
read, Mr. Barry said that, in the discharge of his 
official duties, he very seldom attended a meeting that 
afforded him greater gratification, because the inquiry 
arose out of a provident desire on the part of the 
fishermen themselves to be restrained, at a present 
pecuniary loss, from a system of dredging which was 
too exhaustive, and which would ultimately lead to the 
partial, if not total, extinction of the great natural de- 
positories of oysters that lay along their shores. The 
proposition emanated from the fine body of men that 
now crowd the court, whose industry, energy, and 
upright conduct had made the town of Arklow one of 
the most important fishing stations iD the country. He 
was particularly glad that some of the English dealers 
were present, in order that they might be assured that 
the desire to shorten the fishing season did not arise 
from any jealous feeling towards them, or any wish to 
prevent their participation in the blessings aud wealth 
which nature, with a lavish hand, had spread upon these 
shores ; and in order that they and the native fisher- 
men would clearly understand that they had but one 
common interest in the prosperity of this fishery ; for 
if the supply failed, the failure would be alike detri- 
mental to all— to the men who made a livelihood by 
the capture, and to those who made profit by the pur- 
chase. As a rule, the Commissioners of Fisheries ob- 
jected to the imposition of restraints upon industry, 
bnd only did restrain where it became imperatively 
necessary for the good of the public, and of the parties 
immediately interested. In the present case, so far 
from imposing a restraint, the Commissioners gave an 
extension of the fishing time allowed by the statute. 
They opened the month of May for the taking of brood 
to be laid down on the beds in other localities ; and he 
was glad to testify to the fact that that privilege had 
not been abused, and that the oysters taken in May 
had not been sent into the market for consumption. 
But he began to apprehend, and tlie fishermen them- 
selves, by their memorial for restriction, apprehended 
that dredging in May had produced too great a drain 
upon the beds ; and it was gratifying to find that this 
inquiry was held at the instance of the persons who 
would be affected by the restriction which it might be 
deemed advisable to impose. He was aware that the 
question of working or non-working the beds during a 
portion, _ at least, of the summer months, was one of some 
perplexity. Many persons of great experience held 
that it was absolutely necessary for proper growth and 
fructification to dredge over the beds constantly, in 
order to remove accumulations of weeds, and mud, and 
the thousand natural enemies of the oyster ; but it was 
one thing to cleanse the beds, and a totally different 
thing to clear away the oysters themselves, particularly 
at the time when they are about to spat. He should 
mention that the Commissioners were chiefly induced to 
open the month of May in the year 1846, by the 
exposed nature of the coast, the position of the harbour, 
and the uncertainty attending the sailing of the vessels 
in the earlier months ; but that reason no longer existed • 
they had the railway open for the conveyance of the 
stock during the more severe months; and the month 
of May might now, therefore, be the more readily dis- 
pensed with. He was then prepared to hear the evi- 



dence of all parties ; that evidence would be recorded 
by the gentleman who attended for the purpose, and 
subsequently be submitted to the aggregate Board, who 
would determine the case in the manner which ’thev 
considered best for the benefit of the fishery. Whatever 
season was fixed upon would be a uniform one for the 
whole coast between Wicklow Head and Carnsore 
Point. 

Mr. Redmond said that the proposition of the Arklow 
men, was to shut up the fishery altogether from the 
15th Slay to the 1st December. 

Patrick Kennedy, sworn. 

I am a resident of Arklow and a fisherman. I am 
engaged in fishing about 40 years. During that time 
1 have been generally engaged in the oyster fishing. 
The stock of oysters upon the public beds now, is a 
great deal scarcer than formerly ; they are becomin* 
scarcer and scarcer every year. I attribute that to the 
over and constant dredging. About 40 years ago there 
were not more than about 40 boats dredging on these 
beds ; now there are nearly 100 belonging to our own 
port, nearly 40 from Courtown, and a good many from 
Wexford ; so that the number of takers has immensely 
increased. This season the stock appears to be dimin- 
ishing still more, and generally our own hay is the 
scarcest. We do not fish upon the Glassgorman bank. 
We dredge upon the Pass bank, which is between this 
and Courtown. That is the bank principally resorted 
to by the Arklow boats, according to the weather. 
The Arklow boats go up as far as Tara hill. The bank 
opposite Tara hill and the bank off Courtown, is the 
farthest south we go. The Wexford men go as far as 
the Ballyvalden beds; they are at this side of the 
Blackwater banks, about three miles ; and south of 
Cabore. Upon all these banks, wherever we go, and 
wherever the Cahore and Wexford men fish, we find a’ 
considerable scarcity lately. In a day, formerly^ we 
would take with one boat and one dredge from 30 to 40 
barrels ; now I could not get more than six barrels in 
the same time with my six dredges. The dredges we 
now use are the small dredges — such as are used by the 
English boats. I think the small dredges did a great 
deal of injury, for they tore the beds to pieces there 
were so many of them. Of course 1,000 dredges would 
do more harm than 40, even though these were larger 
and heavier. We have all along this coast-adopted the 
small English dredge. I think it is the great number of 
dredges that does the mischief. I would not undertake 
to say that there are too many persons dredging upon 
the banks ; bat I know that the quantity of oysters 
upon the banks has greatly decreased, and that some 
remedy ought to be applied to prevent overworking. ■ I 
never knew the sand to interfere with us, or prevent us 
getting oysters. In my opinion the sand does not come 
upon the oyster beds. I think the beds are not affected 
by the sand on this coast. A small portion of sand 
ma J gather on the beds,' but it does not injure the 
oysters. To remedy the over-dredging and the' conse- 
quent scarcity, I would not allow fishing from the 15th 
May to the 1st December. I would close one-half 
of May, and the whole of September, October, and 
November. The Arklow men are employed in taking 
the herrings during these latter months ; but, independ- 
ently of that reason, I think that it is necessary to close 
these months for the purpose of increasing the stock. 
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That is my opinion and the opinion of all the people 
here. I think the oysters are in good condition during 
the first and second week in May, and all through May ; 
but I would close the latter part of it to give time for 
rest. The oysters are milky during July and August. 
I never saw them milky before then. My remedy to 
prevent exhaustion is. to shut up the latter part of May, 
and from that on to the 1st December. I do not know 
of any other plan to provide a remedy for the growing 
scarcity. The Arklow men do not fish lately upon the 
Sabbath, but I know that the Jersey men do. I think 
that a rest upon that day would be salutary, independ- 
ent of keeping the Lord’s day as it should be kept. I 
think it would be very desirable to prevent that by 
law. We dredge at night sometimes, but not often. 
The Jersey men dredge at night and at all times. If 
that could be prevented it would have a good effect 
also. There are a great deal of advantages taken in 
the night fishing. Some dredge at night, and some do 
not. I would prevent all from dredging between sunset 
and sunrise. That would not be by any means an 
unreasonable restraint ; it would be only a fair and rea- 
sonable restriction. I have not any other suggestion to 
offer. I think the only way to increase the stock is to 
shut up the months I have mentioned, and to prevent 
fishing at night and upon the Sabbath. 

Mr. Barry announced that any persons who differed 
in opinion from the witness, or who felt that the sug- 
gestions made were unreasonable, were at liberty to 
ask him any questions they thought proper. 

To Captain Peggs . — The Jersey men work night and 
day, on Sunday and every other day. I see them do 
so ever since they came here. I frequently saw them 
fishing on the Sabbath, and at night. Of course I do 
not be watching them always; but when w'e were 
dredging at night, I always saw that they were dredg- 
ing also. I have no jealousy at all of the Englishmen 
fishing on our grounds, for we fish on their ground in 
the season. I think it is only civil and religious liberty 
for them to be here and get their bread as well as we. 

I never considered that the presence of these men here 
was a serious injury 'to us; on the contrary, the pre- 
sence of the Englishmen is a great benefit to us, for 
they are our best customers, and purchase largely from 
us. We have no wish to interdict them, or that any 
restraint should be put upon the Jersey men that would 
Dot be put upon ourselves. The restrictions that we 
propose should be put upon all without any distinction 
of persons. I never imagined any such thing as that 
the presence of the Jersey men' was an injury to Arklow; 
and I wish for no restraint upon them that I do not 
wish for ourselves. It is quite a mistake to suppose 
that we wish to he exempted from any restriction that 
will be for the good of the fishery, or from any restric- 
tion that we would have imposed upon strangers. The 
law should be.alike for all. 



John Furlong, sworn. 

I am a resident of Arklow these forty years. I am 
about twenty-six years in the oyster fishery, and have 
fished all through that time, with the exception of 
about three years, when I was coasting. I am well 
acquainted with the former and the present state of 
the beds. The oysters were a great deal plentier for- 
merly than they are now. I am in the habit of fishing 
from this to Blackwater Head, and I .find the supply 
upon the whole of these banks to be', considerably 
diminished. The oysters are a great deal scarcer this 
year than last year, or the year before. The heavy 
fleet and the constant dredging is the cause of this 
scarcity and decline. There is the greatest amount of 
dredging and the greatest number of boats in spring. 
The Courtown men dredge most in September and Oc- 
tober, but we do not dredge much then. There is a 
great deal of dredging in May. The Wexford men 
come down as far as Ballyvalden; they never come 
as far as this. I know the new bed that was lately 
found ; it is off a place called the Barrack, about two 
miles this side of Ballyvalden, but it is now dredged 
®ut. It is a little to the south of Cahore. It was dis- 



covered this time twelve months. The oysters taken Appendix. 
there were large and thick, but I think a power of T rr~ 
them were smothered by lying too thickly, and the Arklow 68 at 
bed not being worked. It was cleaned by the working Gorey, and 
of last year, and I think that by a little rest it will Wexford, 
come on again. The only remedy for the prevention 
of the growing scarcity is to secure ns against over 
dredging. I would suggest that you would take off the 
time from the middle of May to the 1st December. I 
am of the same opinion as the last witness, and we are 
all agreed upon that point. I do not think it would be 
expedient to stop the whole of May. I think that the 
oysters that spawn in June and July are not in good 
condition in September. The oysters in May are in 
their prime up to the loth. By allowing us to fish up 
to that time it would put us in the way of getting our 
gear ready for the other fishing ; but to shut up May 
altogether would leave us very poor, and oblige us to 
depend upon the public for our gear. We have now 
every opportunity of sending away our oysters in March 
and April that we had not before. I am aware that 
May was opened because March and April were bois- 
terous months, and the vessels could not get out' or 
come in ; now the vessels may come in when they can, 
and when they cannot go out we have the railway to 
send by. 

To Captain Balfour— Twenty-six years ago there 
were only 55 boats in Arklow, of an inferior kind, and 
with very bad gear ; now there are up to 100 boats, 
of a superior class, and well found in all respects. In 
fact we get the biggest boats we can. As to larger 
boats, and going out farther than we do, I think we go 
out far enough, aud fish in the best places. I know 
that there are oysters out farther, but I. do not know if 
they could be profitably fished with larger boats. 

To Mr. Barry. — I think the mineral water from the 
Avoca river has injured our beds, but the ballast thrown 
out by the vessels has injured them more. All the 
vessels coming in here are obliged to lighten their 
burden before getting over the bar, and they do this 
by casting out their ballast. This is a great injury, 
and should be prevented. The vessels should be obliged 
to discharge their ballast in some particular place, and 
there is a very good place at the back of the wall ; 
and if the baUast was discharged there, it would do 
good rather than injury, because it would be making a 
proper quay there, and by that means turn to profitable 
account what is now very injurious ; or a regulation 
might be made that the ballast should be discharged 
into lighters, of which there are plenty in the harbour. 

That would not -he a very great inconvenience. It 
might cost the owners a little more expense, but it is 
the practice at Whitehaven- and other places, and the 
advantage to the oyster beds would be very great. The 
best regulation would be to cause the ballast to be dis- 
charged in one place at the south side, which would 
shut out the shifting sand. There is a very considerable 
trade in sulphur ore here ; all the vessels coming in 
are obliged to carry ballast, which they throw outside 
the bar, and thus increase the evil. I have no other 
suggestion to offer. I think it would be proper to 
restrain fishing upon the Sabbath, and also at night, 
for the sake of health, if for nothing else. The night 
fishing must be very injurious. When engaged in her- 
ring fishing we go out on Sunday night. We do not 
fish any upon Saturday night these four or five years. 

Our drift-net fishing is entirely at night. The Manx 
boats at Howth go out upon Sunday night. When 
we fish at Scotland and the Isle of Man we always stop 
on Saturday and Sunday night. 

Mr. Barry inquired if there were any persons present 
connected with the shipping interest, who wished to- 
make any observation on the statements made with, 
regard to the ballast. 

Mr. Easton (one of the English dealers) said it would 
be impossible to carry out the proposed regulations, so 
far as the oyster fishery boats were concerned. These 
boats were obliged to take out ballast, and this they, 
could only discharge as they took in their cargo. They 
should have either ballast or cargo, and to take in the 
latter they were obliged to throw out the former. If 
there was a good pier the case would be different. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



Appendix. William Meyler, sworn. 

Inquiries at I have been about forty years engaged in the oyster 
Arklow, and herring fishing, and am a native of Arklow. I 
Gorey, and have been coasting for seven years out of that time. I 
Wex ord. was gshing last year. I have observed that the oysters 
have been diminishing a great deal upon all the banka, 
so far as I saw and believe. I remember when the 
number of takers was much smaller than at present. 
Formerly there were only thirty-five or thirty-six boats 
working on our beds ; latterly there have been ninety- 
two to ninety-four boats out of Arklow, exclusive of 
the boats from other places. This large fleet working 
constantly has diminished the stock, for of course a 
large fleet will be a greater drain than a small one. I 
remember when May was added to the fishing time. A 
considerable quantity has been since taken in May.. As 
far as I ever saw I never saw a spawning oyster till the 
latter end of May, the 28th or 29tli. I do not think it 
would be any service to dredge for them then. I pro- 
pose to rescind the regulation as to the latter part of 
May, and shut up one-half of that month, and all the 
time from that to the 1st December. I think that that 
rest would have the effect of improving the oyster 
fishery. I never saw any accumulation of sand that 
would choke the beds, but I have seen mussels gather 
upon the beds, and they are great enemies of the oyster. 
I think that rest will do a great deal of good, and that 
without this rest the beds will be run out altogether. I 
object altogether to fishing on the Sabbath, and consider 
it most proper to restrain it by every means. I would 
not like to interfere with regard to fishing at night. I 
think it would be useful to restrain it with regard to 
health, and I know several men now in their graves in 
consequence of night fishing; but suppose a man could 
not dredge in the day, and a favourable night came, I 
could not put it to my conscience to prevent him fishing 
at night. Nothing will increase the oysters but rest, 
and the rest I propose is quite sufficient. Perhaps if 
we could do without May we should, but to shut up 
May altogether would not be anything the better for 
the stock. I never saw a milky oyster until the 26th, 
27th, or 28th May. It might, perhaps, be rmrairig too 
close on the spawning time to fish up to the middle of May. 

To Captain Balfour . — The boats were not so large 
formerly as they are now. They are now better found 
in tackle and improved in every way. There is not a 
town that I know of so much improved in boats and 
fishing appliances as this. Formerly you would build 
and fit out a boat for £60 ; now it tikes £200. I have 
made trials in dredging in several places outside the 
known banks, and got nothing but dirt. There maybe 
other oyster beds out in deep water, but we think we 
fish out far enough. I do not know of any beds that 
have not been dredged upon at all. There are some 
beds outside that have been dredged out, and some that 
yield too large an oyster. We do not care for dredging 
for the big oysters, because they would not answer 
these English gentlemen. They made the oysters scarce 
upon’the new bank last year. We never throw out 
the big oysters because they are big. I have heard tell 
of beds south of Mizen Head and north of it that are 
never fished. I dare say we might find new beds out 
in the deep water if we tried for them. There is great 
want of a good harbour here and along this coast. I 
never lost a boat myself, but I believe that last winter 
there were sixteen or seventeen boats lost from want of 
a good place to run for. A lugger of thirty-five or 
thirty-six tons was lost last year belonging to Sinnott 
and Toole, and also an Englishlugger about the same size. 

Mr. Barry. again inquired if there was any person 
present who differed from the opinions expressed as to 
the restraint proposed, and if there was he was at 
liberty to question the witness. If they did not choose 
to adopt that course, let them put forward such evidence 
as they thought proper expressive of opposite opinions, 
and it would be recorded and submitted to the Commis- 
sioners. 



J ohn Doyle, sworn. 

I am engaged in the oyster trade generally. I have 
been present during the examination of the last two 
witnesses. I do not know anything of the beds except 



from hearsay. I believe that if they are overworked 
by a large fleet there should be some restraint applied. 
Taking off the whole of the month of May would greatly 
restrict the fishermen as to gear, because it is upon that 
month they depend for getting their gear. My only 
objection is as to shutting up the last days of May. I 
would like the whole of May to be open. I know 
nothing of the beds, as I never dredged upon them and 
I only have what I say from the hearsay of the men. 

Mr. Barry said if there was any other person disposed 
to make any statement, or afford further information 
he would be happy to hear him. The Commissioners 
had very large powers ; they could stop dredginw 
altogether for three years if they deemed it necessary; 
and he called upon the English merchants to suggest 
the results of their experience, and to offer any opinions 
which they might consider useful, and which, if carried 
into effect, would result in improving the trade. The 
Commissioners were most anxious, with a view to the 
general good, that all sides of the question should be 
adequately represented and considered ; and it waa the 
duty as well as the interest of those who were the 
agents of the great English companies or firms, to give 
the Commissioners the benefit of their advice and the 
results of their experience. 

Captain Peggs, representative of the House of Baxter 
and Co., then said — In reference to the evidence of the 
witnesses who have been examined, there are one or 
two points on which some further information may be 
useful, and particularly as to the time of working the- 
beds, upon which our experience is altogether at 
variance with the opinions put forward by the Arklow 
fishermen. That experience will not allow us to enter- 
tain a hope that tho measures proposed would act 
beneficially upon the large extent of coast which is one 
uniform oyster bank from Wicklow Head to Carnsore 
Point, known as the Arklow Bay, Pass, Roney, and 
Bally valden beds. We are to consider, first, the large 
extent of this ground; secondly, the number of boats 
dredging upon it ; and thirdly, the number of days 
during which it is possible to work. I know the grounds 
well, their physical circumstances, and tho samples 
yielded by the different beds when sufficiently worked, 
and when accumulations have taken place from insuffi- 
cient working. Experience has taught me and my 
English friends present, and those practically and inti- 
mately acquainted with the subject on the other side of 
the water, that work is the true idea and source of 
culture in reference to oyster beds, and for two reasons— 
first, for the full development and extension of the beds ; 
and second, for the improvement of the quality and 
condition of the oysters. But the time proposed here 
to-day is quite inconsistent with the proper working, 
cleansing, and development of the beds of this east 
coast. For what is the present number of working 
days here 1 From the closest observation, I find that 
in the present open season of nine months, from the 
1st September to the 31st May, not more than from 
seventy to seventy-six days were spent upon the 
beds ; . and in the last seven seasons there have not 
been in each season over twelve working weeks of 
six days, and even with the present large fleet of boats, 
I consider that is not a day too much, or rather 
that it is not enough to work such an extent of ground. 
And though there may be considerations with regard to 
closing the month of May that are worthy of attention, 
such as the approach of the spawning season, I am 
decidedly of opinion that the closing of September, 
October, and November, would be a decided injnry to 
the grounds, because those natural productions of the 
sea, which are the fatal enemy of the oyster, are then 
assuming their full vigour, and if not checked in their 
growth, which work alone can do, would overrun the 
beds, and year by year narrow the limits and destroy 
the produce of most, if not all, the beds upon the ooast. 
It is astonishing with what rapidity a bed of mussels, 
or an accumulation of ross, would accomplish this 
destruction. This is no mere matter of speculation; 
we have, unfortunately, too many proofs of it. You 
have only to turn your attention to the beds of the 
Channel Islands, and the native beds on the coast of 
Kent and Essex, where, from several causes, work has 
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in a great measure ceased on parts of these grounds, 
and there you will find the consequences to be that 
those parts, if not entirely lost, are totally unfit to 
receive a spat. I allude more particularly to those 
parts of the grounds called, in local phraseology, the 
shawl part of Naithawl and the Bench Head. I believe 
that the Jersey ground has been in a great measure 
lost through its being allowed to lie idle for so many 
months in the year. After that rest, as it has been 
called, the dredger found nothing but lalook, ross, crow 
brood, and sand, where, in the former days of constant 
working, there were the most beautiful oysters. On 
the other hand, work not only checks the growth of 
these destructive enemies, but it improves the oyster in 
•quality, and also extends the limits of the beds. It is 
quality, not quantity, we want ; aud though the oysters 
here may be scarcer than they were formerly, five bar- 
rels now are better than forty of the former kind. 
Even since I have known Arklow the Arklow Bay bed 
has been extended a distance of not less than two miles 
by working ; and though the other beds may not have 
increased in the same proportion, still they are much 
larger than they were ever before known. But the 
-question may here be asked, of what use is this exten- 
sion, if sufficient oysters are not left to stock the 
grounds ? My reply is, and the opinion of practical 
men will bear me out in the statement, that the oyster 
being so prolific, a very few, in a favourable spawning 
season, is sufficient to stock a large extent of ground ; 
but that is an arrangement over which we have no 
•control. Work will extend and keep the ground in 
order ; the rest we must leave to Him who orders all 
•things according to the counsels of His will. The next 
•question is one in which the good fishermen of Arklow 
•can more fully bear me out, that work improves the 
quality and condition of the oyster ; and I think it is a 
subject that should not be lost sight of in considering 
this important question. Ireland is mainly dependent 
upon England for a good and profitable market ; and I 
need not tell you that by the opening of steam commu- 
nication we avoid much risk. Still we have to pay a 
very high freightage for our goods. A low class oyster 
•cannot bear this expense, and therefore it is absolutely 
necessary to maintain where good, and improve where 
not, the quality of the oysters which you have. Since 
I first bought in the Arklow market the quality of the 
oysters has greatly improved; in fact, I was first 
laughed at for buying an Arklow oyster. This im- 
provement has been especially observable in the Arklow 
Bay bed; and though the markets in England have 
■advanced, still that advance is not near to the propor- 
tion of advance in Arklow. I do not hesitate to say 
that the Arklow oysters have improved in quality fifty 
per cent., which, with the rise in the markets, bring 
them to their present value, 14s. per barrel, while the 
•price, three years ago, was 4s. per barrel. Their con- 
•dition is also improved by the stoppage of excessive 
growth, with an almost entire absence of nuns and ross, 
a partly animal and partly vegetable growth, which 
adheres to .the back of the oyster, and either of which 
•causes is sufficient to destroy a whole cargo in an ordi- 
nary passage, so that a cargo now on a passage of eight 
days is quite as good as a cargo three years ago on a 
•passage of four days. These are facts to be kept pro- 
minently in view in considering the question of limit- 
ing the working season. Though there is not a great 
deal of weed here, there is an accumulation of sand, 
dirt, and ross, which destroy the commercial value of 
the oyster. When I first came here you could not get 
an oyster without dirt or ross upon it ; and it is my 
opinion that if this ground is left idle during September 
and October, when you come to dredge, instead of oys- 
ters, you will have mussels, for the mussel grows so fast 
that they will overrun and destroy the very finest beds 
in an incredibly short time, and nothing will arrest the 
progress of the mussel but working. As to the months 
of December and January, they are in a great measure 
lost, because if we purchase during these months we 
must offer twenty-five per cent, below the value, because 
we must purchase anticipating loss ; and even buying 
low we buy at great risk. I am sorry to differ with 
the good fishermen of Arklow on some points, but I am 



sure they will give me credit when I say that I consider Appxndix. 
our interests are identical ; and I have made these obser- j nqil £j — a{ 
vations from no selfish or narrow motive, hut for the Arklow 65 8 
general public good. I am quite ready to give any Gorev, and 
further information, or to answer any questions that Wexford, 
may be put to me. 

Mr. Barry — You have heard a most important state- 
ment from Captain Peggs, and he has invited you to 
ask him any question you may think proper. He has 
given us very important information ; and I must tell 
you that it is in accordance with the information I have 
received from the most intelligent persons connected 
with the trade in England. He thinks it would be too 
stringent to restrain fishing during May ; that it would 
be injurious to the beds themselves not to work them in 
September, October, and November, and that such a 
course would drive them into the months of December 
and January, when the trade would be very much 
interfered with by the frost I call upon you to ask 
him any question you think proper. But first, I would 
like to know if Captain Peggs is acquainted with the 
condition of the oyster in the latter part of May, aud 
whether, if it be then in a milky condition, that part 
of May should not be shut up. 

Captain Peggs. — My opinion as to the close time is, 
that no harm would be done by dredging up to the 
14th May, but beyond that my experience does not 
carry me. I think there is no harm in working the 
beds up to the 14th May. I know that when the J ersey 
beds continued to be worked all through the year they 
were most prolific, prosperous, and in fine condition ; 
but when the close season of May, June, and July was 
enforced, when the ground was not kept clear by work- 
ing during these months, the beds gradually got hemmed 
in by crow brood, and eventually were destroyed. 

John Doyle. 

I am engaged in the herring fishing. I was so 
engaged last year from the 25th May to the 22nd 
November. I was fishing off Arklow to the 26th June. 

I think if the dredging for oysters was carried on 
during the herring season it would disturb the herrings. 

Dredging would disturb the herrings in September and 
October. Some years there were herrings here in Sep- 
tember aud October. I would like to ask this gentle- 
man one question. If an oyster ground was run out by 
dredging, so as to leave none to spawn, how can you 
have any oysters to stock the ground for the following 
year? It stands to reason that if you sweep a bed 
clean you cannot have any young brood the following 
year, and it is impossible that the grown oysters could 
come from other places, and be deposited on the bed 
that had been so cleared out. 

Captain Peggs. — You cannot so clear out a bed as to 
leave none behind ; and if yon only leave one-fifth part 
of a barrel for spatting, so prolific is the oyster that you 
will have left sufficient to yield hundreds of hundreds 
of pounds worth. 

Mr. Babby. — Y our theory with regard to the Jersey 
beds would go to the extent that no close season at all 
should be observed. The Jersey beds you say were 
most thriving and productive when there was no cessa- 
tion from fishing at any period, and when there was a 
time of rest enforced the beds became utterly barren. 

That appears to me to be an extraordinary doctrine 
indeed. 

Captain Peggs. — I do not say that that would be, in 
its full extent, applicable to all places, or that all places 
would require as much working as the Jersey beds, or 
the other beds in Kent and Essex to which I alluded. 

There may be accumulations of weeds, ross, dirt, and 
star fish on these grounds which do not exist on other 
grounds, and on which, therefore, such constant work- 
ing may not be required. My argument here is not 
against closing some time, but against closing so much 
time, for there is unquestionably a tendency here to 
the accumulation of dirt, and ross, and mussel trail. 

John Doyle, — There is no such tendency here. The 
oysters you saw with dirt, and ross, and mums, were 
not taken upon the regular beds, but upon beds outside 
and to the south of the harbour. 

Captain Peggs. — I saw dirty oysters taken off the 
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Appendix. Porter’s rock — very dirty oysters indeed ; and I would 
T 7T~ . now rather have a sample from that place than from 
SS- 8 any other part of tfce bay. 

Gorey, and This closed the Arklow inquiry, Mr. Barry giving an 
Wexford. assurance that the evidence and statements submitted 
would receive the most attentive consideration of the 
Commissioners. 

After the inquiry, Mr. Barry had an interview with 



the English and French dealers, at which the merits of 
the French Tile and Fagot system were discussed, and 
opinions expressed by no means favourable to that sys- 
tem, as a mode of overcoming natural difficulties or as 
producing results at all adequate to the outlay on mate- 
rials and labour. 

John P. Bropht. 



Court-house, Gorey, 22 nd March, 1865. 
J. Redmond Barry, esq., presiding. 



There was a large attendance of the Courtown fisher- 
men. Captain Peggs, one of the English buyers, was 
present. 

The memorial and notice of meeting having been 
read, Mr. Barry said that, inasmuch as the question 
related to the whole coast from Wicklow Head to 
Carnsore Point, meetings were fixed to be held at 
the three most convenient places, Arklow, Gorey, and 
Wexford. This meeting would have been held’ at 
Courtown if there had been a court-bouse there, but 
as there was not, the Commissioners were obliged to 
ask the Courtown men to como into Gorey. He had 
been at Courtown, and saw with pleasure the evidences 
of improvement there ; he was glad that they were 
getting into the use' of a better class of boat and im- 
proved fishing gear, and that steps were taken for the 
further improvement of the harbour. Great complaints 
were made of the daily growing scarcity of the oysters 
on the great natural banks, and it was seriously appre- 
hended that exhaustion would inevitably result unless 
steps were taken to restrict the time for dredging. 
Upon the coast between Wicklow Head and Raven 
Point, the Commissioners had given permission to 
dredge for brood daring the month of May, but it is 
how admitted that that permission is no longer neces- 
sary, as the oysters can now be sent by train instead of 
being dependent upon favourable weather for shipment 
at Arklow ; and it is proposed that there should be no 
fishing after the 30th April. At Arklow they were 
unanimous as to the time that should be allowed; and 
now be wished to know what the Courtown men pro- 
posed. It was proposed at Arklow that fishing should 
be permitted up to the 15th May ; that the close time 
should then begin and continue to the 1st December, 
thus shutting up the latter part of May, and the months 
of June, July, August, September, October, and No- 
vember. That was the unanimous opinion there. They 
also wished that fishing on the Sabbath should be en- 
tirely interdicted, thus givinga time for rest, and avoid- 
ing the profanation of the Lord’s day. At Courtown 
he was glad to find that there was no Sabbath fishing — 
a fact which showed that upon that point they were of 
the same opinion as the Arklow men. And finally, it 
was proposed to stop all fishing by night, both in con- 
sideration of the matter of health, and to prevent over- 
dredging either by strangers or natives. These were 
the three propositions made at Arklow ; and he was 
then ready to hear and have recorded the opinions of 
the Courtown men, which, with all the other evidence, 
would he submitted to the Board in Dublin, with whom 
the final decision rested. 

Peter Sinnott , sworn. 

. 1 agree with the Arklow men as to the Sunday and 
night fishing, but I do not agree in the season they pro- 
pose. I think it would be better to shut up May alto- 
gether, because the oysters are then milky; and I would 
commence fishing again in September, because the 
oysters are then in good condition. They are bad in 
May, and as good in September as in any other month; 
but the reason the Arklow men want to close in Sep- 
tember is, because they are then at the herring fishing, 
and do not follow the oyster fishiDg in that month. 'l 
have been thirty years engaged in the oyster fishing. 
1 was bred and born in Courtown, and have pursued 
that fishing since I was able to go to sea. The oyster 
fishing off Courtown is becoming very important of 
late years. We have now a better class of boats than 



formerly, and they are getting better and better every 
day. We all now use the small dredge instead of the 
large heavy one of former times. There are 39 boats 
out of Courtown — 33 smacks and 6 cots ; 36 are clinker 
built, and 3 carville. The new boat that you saw this 
morning will cost up to £60, she and her outfit. The 
average cost of our boats is about £60. They are from 
4 to 10 tons register ; from 22 to 27 feet keel, and 
from 9 to 10£ feet beam. They are nearly all cutter 
rigged ; the cots are schooner rigged. There are from 
4 to 6 dredges, and 4 to 5 men in each boat. Of course 
the big boat is able to dredge more than the small. 
We fish mostly upon the Roney bank, from Courtown to 
Cabore. We fish out about three miles from the shore 
at the farthest point, and from that in. I am thirty 
years fishing in that place, backwards and forwards. 
There is not one-tenth as much oysters taken by a boat 
in a day now as in former times. I attribute that to 
there being so many boats, and to their fishing at un- 
seasonable times formerly. They do not fish now out 
of season ; but there was a time when they fished all 
the year round without interruption. That must have 
very much injured the beds. The supply is pretty 
fair this year, but nothing to what it was formerly. 
To remedy this I would stop all fishing in May. You 
may well say that May fishing is killing the goose with 
the golden egg. I would by no means shut up Sep- 
tember, for tbe oysters are then abundant and in prime 
order. There is then the greatest quantity on the 
banks, owing to the rest and growth during the sum- 
mer. The oyster begins to get wholesome about the 
10th August. I do not think that any greater rest 
than to the 31st August would do any good. I do not 
think that if you continued the rest during September 
that there would be an oyster morq upon the beds in 
October. The oyster grows like a mushroom. Coming 
up to the 10th May they get milky; they are covered 
with a sort of blue cream, and we count all that seed. 
Sunday fishing is a scandal, and it is a very proper 
thing to prevent it. In the thirty-nine boats I have 
mentioned, 1 include all that come into Courtown har- 
bour. We do not fish on Sundays, nor the Cahore men, 
neither do we fish at night ; and it would be a very 
proper law to prevent fishing between snnset and 
sunrise, as the day is quite enough to give the beds 
fair play. We sometimes fish upon the Pass bed; 
that bed is all declined. The mo6t fishing. now is off 
the Roney. The outside part is a stony bottom, the 
inside is marl. The oysters go in close to the Roney 
Point ; the bottom there is marl. 1 do not think that 
these banks are ever covered with sand. I have never 
observed that they are. Upon the Roney bed the depth 
of water is from ten to six fathoms. There are oysters 
at Saltrock, and plenty at Glasscarrick, but the bottom 
there is st'ony. The oysters off there are good and 
healthy, and hold a long time. I know what the mums 
are; they prevail upon the new ground or Hawtrey’s 
bed. We fish upon tho Bally valden bed sometimes. 
The whole of the beds along the coast are entirely re- 
duced, from Blackwater Head to Roney Point. The 
Teetotal ground is also reduced ; in feet, if something is 
not done to prevent over fishing there will not be an 
oyster left. To prevent the present great drain 1 would 
shut up the season from the 1st May to the 1st Septem- 
ber, and prevent fishing at night, and upon the Sabbath. 
I think the beds would retrieve if May was stopped, 
and I know of no other plan. There would be no good 
in stopping September, for I see as much and as good 
oysters taken in September as in any other part of the 
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year. All we want is to stop May altogether, and the 
beds will again come round. The month of May is the 
great destruction, both by night and day. I think it 
would be a good regulation not to allow any boat to 
have more than six dredges, because the more they 
have the more they tear the ground. Of course the 
more they have the more fish they take. It would 
ruin us to shut up September, for we have not boats to 
go far out, and if we have not fishing in September and 
October we are lost. 

(To Captain Peggs ). — I often saw what is called ross 
upon the oysters, but not on the Honey bed, at least 
not much of it. I never saw it there half so much ai 
upon the south beds. It is plenty to the south of the 
•point, and particularly upon the new bed. I think 
there are plenty of oysters outside the place where we 
get them, and we would try there if we had larger 
boats. There are oysters outside our ground in from 
fourteen fathom of water; but we can only work near 
the shore in consequence of the smallness of our boats. 
I often saw the Jersey men dredge out there. Some- 
times they work with us, and sometimes outside, about 
three miles inside the lightship. I saw but very poor 
shots taken there. The Jersey men sometimes fish off 
Cahore Point, and to the east of it, within three miles 
of the lightship. They also fish outside the Glassgorman 
bank. 

The fishermen in court unanimously expressed their 
concurrence with the evidence of this witness. 

James Kavanny , sworn. 

I am a resident of Courtown, and have fished there 
always. I am the owner of one of the smacks. I am 



in the oyster fishing sixteen or seventeen years. The Appendix. 
oysters are getting a great deal scarcer than when I . rr - 
began — scarcer and scarcer every year. I began upon Arklow eS ” 
upon the Roney bed ; there were then only a few boats, Gorey, and 
and I used to take plenty. Last May twelve months Wexford. 

I dredged for two days, and only got five and a half 
barrels. Last year was better. I fished in May, but 
in my opinion you should stop the whole of May. I 
consider that September is one of the best months, and 
to stop it would ruin us, for our boats are not fit to 
work in winter. April, March, and September are our 
best fishiDg months. Every one belonging to our fleet 
would be totally thrown out of employment if we do 
not get September. We cannot follow the herring 
fishing like the Arklow men. We have long lines, but 
the fish do not fall into us. We have no other employ- 
ment but fishing. We are fishermen only, and are not 
engaged in the cultivation of land, except an odd man 
occasionally. Since the new gates were put up at 
Courtown, the harbour has very much improved. 

The fishermen said that tney did not consider it 
necessary to put forVard any other witness, as these 
two men fully expressed their views, and the proceed- 
ings then terminated. 

Mem . — In a conversation had with Captain Peggs, 
after the meeting, he said that from September, 1864, 
to the 21st March, 1865, he had purchased for the firm 
which he represented in London, 14,000 barrels of 
oysters, at from 6s. to 15s. a barrel. That would make 
an outlay of about £7,000, in seven months, by one 
house alone. 

John P. Brophy. 



Court-House, Wexford, 23 rd March, I860. 

J. Redmond Barry, esq., presiding. 

John Walsh, esq., j.p., Mayor, and William Coghlan, esq., Collector of Customs, sat on the bench. 



In consequence of the severity of the gales, which 
blew for some days previously, having moderated, the 
fishing boats had proceeded to sea, and very few of the 
actual fishermen were present ; but the boat-owners 
were represented by Messrs. Thomas Devereux, John 
Bell, Matthew Duggan, and John Cahill. 

Inquiry was made if there were any of the Jersey 
men in the town, and it was stated that they were all 
gone to sea. 

Mr. Barry said he would have been glad to have 
had the Jersey men present, because they had been 
seriously complained of as fishing by night and upon 
the Sabbath, and he should have liked to state this to 
their faces. 

Mr. Coghlan said they were well aware of the meeting, 
.and some of them had been speaking to him about it. 

The memorial and notice of meeting having been 
■read, Mr. Barry expressed his regret at finding that a 
greater interest had not been shown by the Wexford 
-fishermen. He had just come from holding similar in- 
quiries at Arklow and Gorey, where there were large 
attendances of the parties interested in the question to 
be decided ; but what seemed wanting in quantity at 
present was made up in quality, for he had the aid and 
assistance of the Mayor and of the Collector of Customs, 
who had hitherto afforded much useful information, and 
shown a deep interest in promoting the improvement 
of the fishery ; and as he had been informed the boat- 
owners present were very intelligent and practical men, 
whose opinions were entitled to great consideration. 
It was hardly necessary to inform them that the oyster 
fishery had become one of vast importance, and that for 
some-time past the demand for oysters and the conse- 
quent working of the beds was of vast extent. A 
wonderful change had taken place in the consumption 
of this delicious fish. Formerly the oyster was regarded 
as a luxury; eaten only by the comparatively few, or 
by persons living within the range of the places in 
which it was taken. But that had ceased to be the case. 
Oysters had come to be of universal demand, not only 
along and in the vicinity of the sea coast, but through 



the increased facilities of transport in the inland towns 
also, and the consumption in London alone exceeded half 
a million pounds worth per annum. This had not only 
stimulated the capture of oysters upon the natural beds, 
but it begot a demand for the purposes of reproduction, 
and in Ireland licences had been sought for from the 
Commissioners, and granted to private individuals for 
the formation of artificial beds, and these licences gave 
as good a title to the foreshores to which they referred 
as could be given to land under the Landed Estates 
Court. All this had produced such a drain upon the 
banks upon the east coast from Wicklow Head to Cam-, 
sore Point, that it was seriously apprehended that these 
beds would be exhausted by over dredging, and 
become- as barren as they were before, unless some 
restraint were applied. And all who understood 
the subject should admit that these apprehensions 
were but too well grounded — if time be not given 
for breeding, and for subsequent rest — if the beds be 
mercilessly dredged, and the produce carried away 
to distant places, it would inevitably follow that the 
coast would become barren. The Commissioners had 
come to the resolution of establishing a uniform open 
and close season for the fishery from Wicklow Head to 
Carnsore Point. In 1846 the month of May was opened 
for the coast beween Wicklow Head to Raven Point ; 
subsequently it was deemed advisable to close this 
month in consequence of the excessive drain upon the 
beds and the disturbance of the oyster at the period 
when nature pointed out the necessity for repose ; but 
the Arklow men objected strongly to the closing of 
May, and there was then some force in their objection, 
which existed no longer. He was glad, however, that 
they at length saw that they were killing the goose 
with the golden egg, and that they themselves were the 
parties wIiq called for this inquiry, and sought the 
interference of the Commissioners for the purpose of 
restraint. At the inquiry held on the 21st, the Ark- 
low men were unanimous in proposing that May should 
be closed from the 14th, and also, that September, 
October, and November, should be included in the close 

G 2 
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Appendix, time — in fact that they and all others should he res- 
1 liquifies at trainedfrom taking oysters by any means from the 14th 
Arklow, May to the 1st December. He would make no comment 
(Jorey, and upon that — he would merely state what they sought 
Wexford. f or> an ^ w i ia t was proposed by the Gourtown men, and 
ascertain the opinions held at Wexford. The Courtown 
men were equally unanimous in their views, but differed 
from the opinions expressed at Arklow. They were 
cordially willing and most anxious to close the entire 
month of May, but they objected strongly to shutting 
up any of the autumn months. They also agreed that 
fishing by night, and on the Sabbath, as it was stated 
the Jersey men do, should be prevented by all means, 
and the utmost stringency. The Arklow men also with 
one accord pressed for this restraint, not only upon the 
ground of health and morals, but also upon the ground 
of over-exhaustion. He would conclude by stating that 
he was prepared to receive the evidence of the Wexford 
men on all or any of the points under consideration. 
That evidence would be given on oath, and having been 
faithfully recorded, would be submitted to the aggre- 
gate Board, with whom the ultimate decision lay. He 
had again to express his regret that none of the Jersey 
men were present to hear the complaints that had been 
made of them, and that he might inform them that 
whatever regulation was made would he strictly en- 
forced against them and all other parties without dis- 
tinction. 



Thomas Devereux , sworn. 

I am a resident in Wexford, and am in the oyster 
trade since the year 1862, both as a buyer and taker of 
oysters. I have two boats ; they are luggers : one is 
thirty, the other thirty-four tons. I use the small 
dredges altogether ; each boat has eight dredges and six 
men. My boats fish on the Wexford and Ballyvalden 
beds, according to wind and weather. The Bally- 
valden bed stretches from Cahore to Blackwater Head. 
I have compared the take of last year with former 
years in my experience. The Christmas before last 
one of my boats brought in forty-five tubs in one 
day, while the most we get now is three or four tubs a 
day. That is owing to the diminished quantity of 
oysters on the beds. I fish in from seven to eight 
fathom of water, inside and out, according to the wind. 
It is a well known fact that the oysters are decreasing 
very much and very fast, and the only reason that can 
be assigned for this is that the beds are over dredged. 
There can be no doubt as to the remedy. I think that 
stopping the month of May is the only remedy for this 
decrease of supply. I would not like to say that I 
would stop any other month. 

Mr. Barry. — As the great decrease in supply arises 
from over-dredging, would you be disposed to close the 
month of September also ?— I would not like to say 
that, because there is a power of poor men depending 
for subsistence on the employment afforded by the 
fishery. 

Irrespective of the employment, let us have your 
candid opinion as to whether the closing of September 
would or would not tend to increase the supply and 
improve the fishery? — I think the oysters have de- 
creased, and I attribute that to over-dredging; hut I 
am not disposed to recommend the closing of Sep- 
tember. r 

. .^ r ’ Ooghlan . — Put employment out of the case, would 
it improve the fishery to close September? — I am con- 
fident it would increase the number and improve the 
quality of the oysters to close September ; but if you 
do close it I do not see what you will put the men to 
during that month. We take very good fish, and a 
large quantity in September. I cannot say that the 
oysters are better in October than in September. 

To Mr. Barry.—I attribute the good fishing in Sep- 
tember to the rest in J une, J uly, and August. I would 
not undertake to say that the fishermen could be all 
employed in the line fishing in September. I admit 
that if you close September we will have finer fish 
and a greater quantity in October. The more rest the 
better, and the greater increase we will have The 
oysters taken in October bring a better price than in 



September. The oysters are a little sick in September 
I cannot say that the men could be employed in fishing 
for herrings and other fish in September. I have a boat 
in the herring fishery, and she made very good fishintr 
last year. There were eight Wexford boats fishing for 
herrings last year in September. The oysters are bet- 
ter in October than in September ; they are a little 
sick in the latter month — at least I have heard people 
say so who know the subject better than I do. The 
Wexford men are not in the habit of dredging at ni»ht 
as a rule, except it may be of a moonlight night. They 
do not dredge at night, except perhaps three or four 
nights in the whole season. I think it would be un- 
reasonable for me to say that they should be prevented 
fishing at night. I know it is injurious to the place to 
fish at night, and therefore it would be beneficial to 
prohibit night fishing. I would be altogether against 
fishing on the Sabbath. Any man that would fish on 
a Sunday or holiday I would punish as far as the law 
would permit, and impose a heavy penalty upon him. 
Sunday and holiday should be altogether put down* 
I never myself saw the Jersey men fishing on Sunday 
but I have heard great complaints of them. I have 
heard of their constantly fishing at night, and my own 
boat-masters, who saw them, told me of it. 

John Bell , sworn. 

I am a native of Wexford, and have always lived' 
here. I have been engaged in the oyster fishery these 
fifteen years, and I know it well. I am the owner of five- 
boats, four of them are Manx luggers of about twenty- 
four tons each, and one is a smack of fifteen tons. Each 
boat carries eight dredges and six men. I have had 
full opportunity of forming an opinion as to the former 
and the present supply of oysters. In the year 1863, 
on a of my boats took eighty-two barrels of oysters in 
the day, another seventy-two, and another sixty-seven 
barrels in the day. The next year there was a great 
decrease, no boat took over forty barrels in the day, and 
this year is worse by far. The take has dwindled down 
to two barrels per boat per day, and we consider it now 
a good day’s work to get three or four barrels a day. 
No doubt there is a great increase in price as compared 
with former years, but this increase does not compensate- 
for the falling off in quantity. Fifteen years ago the 
price was 6s. to 10s. a thousand ; lately the price has 
been 14s., and better. I attribute the falling off in 
supply .to several causes, but chiefly to the great in- 
crease in the number and size of the boats, the number 
of takers, and to the beds being very much over-worked, 
the. large and the small being alike taken and sold off. 
It is absolutely necessary, to prevent the destruction of 
the beds, to give them a rest. I have heard what has 
been proposed to remedy the evil by the Arklow men. In 
one part of that proposition I agree, in another I do not. 

I would wish the whole month of May and the whole 
month of September to be totally stopped. May and Sep- 
tember should be made strictly close. As to night fishing 
I am against the practice as bad, but I would not be for 
entirely preventing it, as it would be a hard thing when 
men were prevented in the day time from getting on the 
ground to prevent them fishing upon a favourable night 
when there is moonlight. When moonlight occurs my 
men delight in going out to fish. I am aware that all 
these banks are fished by strangers, and they fish at 
night. This is, no doubt, a great drain, but still I would 
not restrain them. I am aware that whatever law is 
made it must affect all alike. I do not care for the 
fishery being open to all the world, and only for the 
strangers we would be badly off. My objection to a 
prohibition to night fishing is, that I do not like to re- 
strain an industrious man. I know that night and day 
fishing is too great a drain, but still I would rather 
shorten the open season. Night fishing is only carried 
on when the weather is very fine and there is moon- 
light, and when this occurs my men take great delight 
in going out. I would stop the Sunday fishing above 
all things ; it is against the law of God, and the good and 
comfort of the men. If there is not something done at 
once to prevent the over-dredging, we will not have an 
oyster at all. I have no other suggestion to offer, ex- 
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cept that May and September should be closed. Dredg- 
ing in May does more harm than in any other month, 
because the oysters are then sickening, and as the 
weather is fine they can fish all through. I wonld by 
no means agree to have the first fortnight in May open. 
We do not fish in May to the south of Raven Point — 
only on the Ballyvalden beds. 

Mr. Matthew Duggan suggested that an additional 
month should be closed — either April or October — 
making the close season from the 1st April to the 1st 
October or from the 1st May to the 1st November. 

Mr. Bell objected to the closing of October, and the 
other parties expressed their concurrence in the evidence 
given by Mr. Bell and Mr. Deverenx, as conveying the 
general feeling of the fishermen. 

Mr. Barry expressed his thanks for the assistance he 
had received from the gentlemen present, and for the 
information afforded by the very intelligent and respect- 
able witnesses. 

In a conversation between Mr. Barry and Mr. Coghlan 
before the meeting, the latter stated that there were 65 
boats out of "Wexford harbour engaged in the oyster 
fishery, of which boats 50 were native, 4 Manx, and 10 
Jersey ; that there had been a vast improvement in the 
boats and fishing appliances ; that the cost of the boats 
(being from 15 to 25 tons) with dredges, herring nets, 
&c., was from £200 to £400 each ; that the oyster 
fishery was a mine of wealth ; that it was most neces- 
sary to stop the entire of May ; that upon the 15th May, 
1864, he went on board a vessel taking in a cargo from 
the new bank, had a great number of the oysters opened, 
and found that every oyster that was not very old, was 
then full of spawn ; that this new bed got a great 
clearing of old oysters last year, and it was conse- 
quently expected that it would be much improved by 
the young oysters being free to spat ; that May should 
be closed for all the beds ; that September should be 
closed for the Wexford bed, but not for the Ballyvalden 
bed, because in the long days of September the fisher- 
men totally cleared out the Wexford bed, whereas if 
they were confined to the Ballyvalden bed during that 
month, the Wexford bed would be left untouched until 
October ; that fourteen shillings a tub was paid for the 
oysters last year, while a few years ago they were 
glad to get four shillings a tub. 

Mr. Coghlan was informed that the season should be 
uniform for the whole east coast, otherwise it would be 
impossible to carry out the law, because the fishermen 
would fish upon the closed as well as the open beds. 
Mr. Coghlan admitted the force of this, and agreed that 
the improvement of the fishery would be best promoted 
by closing May and September. 

John P Brophy. 



Decision of the Commissioners in the foregoing Appendix. 

^ ASE ' Inquiries at 

Oyster Fisheries, South-East Coast of Ireland, from ^rev7knd 
Wicklow Head, in the County of Wicklow, to Carn- Wexford. 
sore Point, in the County of Wexford. 



Close Season. 

We whose names are hereunto subscribed, being 
Commissioners of Sea Fisheries, acting in execution of 
an Act passed in the Session of Parliament of the 5th 
and 6th years of the reign of Her present Majesty, 
intituled “ An Act to regulate the Irish Fisheries,” and 
the several Acts since passed amending the same, upon 
application made to us for the purpose, and having 
made the necessary inquiries, and taken the necessary 
preliminary steps for the purpose, in pursuance of the 
powers and authorities in us vested in that behalf, do 
hereby decide and appoint that upon the south-east 
coast of Ireland, extending from Wicklow Head, in the 
county of Wicklow, to Carnsore Point, in the county of 
Wexford, the respective periods authorized and directed 
by the said Acts, or any of them, as the close time of 
the oyster fishery, upon that part of the south-east 
coast of Ireland aforesaid, shall cease. 

And we do hereby give notice that the authority 
given by the Commissioners, and hearing date the 22nd 
April, 1846, for taking oysters from all or any of the 
natural publio beds lying below the level of the lowest 
water of spring tides, on that part of tbe coast of Ireland 
from Wicklow Head to Raven Point, north of Wexford 
Harbour, for the purpose of replenishing and supplying 
artificial oyster beds or layings, or other beds or lay- 
ings, shall also cease. 

And we do hereby further decide that the close time,, 
during which it shall not be lawful to dredge for, take, 
catch, or destroy any oysters or oyster brood, on or off 
the south-east coast of Ireland, between Wicklow Head 
and Carnsore Point aforesaid, shall he between the 
30th April and the 1st October in each year. 



(Signed) 

J. G. M'Kerlie, 
W. R. Le Fanu, 



Two of the Commissioners 
of Public Works and Sea 
Fisheries in Ireland. 



J. Redmond Barry, 



j Inspecting Commissioner 
| of Sea Fisheries in Ireland. 



Dated at the Office of Public Works, 
Dublin, this 11th day of April, 
1865. 
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Special Reports as to Galway, Ddngaryan, Kinsale, Howth, and Arklow Fisheries. Special 

Reports.. 



Galway Bay Fishery. 

The following letter, from a very respectable chief 
boatman of county Galway Bay, may be relied upon 
as trustworthy : — 

Barna, 19th January, 1865. 

Sib, — I have the honour to inform yon that I have 
made it my business to visit the Claddagh frequently 
daring the summer, autumn, and winter of this season, 
and that I have remarked herrings and whiting more 
abundant than they have been any time for the last 
ten years. Of bream and other small fish there was an 
average take, with the exception of mackerel, which 
have almost disappeared from this coast. I suppose, 
sir, that you are aware the herring fishery in this bay 
RBually commences about the 1st September ; this last 
season it commenced about 1st August, and continued 
until the middle of November. Of cod-fish the hike is 



not quarter of the usual amount up to this ; and hake, Q a j w ~ _ 
which are usually abundant here from October to De- DungarVan, 
cember, have not been more plentiful than the cod- Kinsale, 
fish in the same proportion. I also beg to state that Howth, ai, d 
tliere was a manifest improvement in the appearance of Ark ow- 
the Claddagh population in general ; and although not 
building new boats, they were getting the old ones in 
better order than usual up to December, since which 
time they appear to be falling back to their usual state 
of destitution, owing, I think, in part to their improvi- 
dent habits, as they live up to their earnings, and don’t 
appear to have made any provision for the present 
scarcity of fish. I am of opinion that if trawling were 
altogether prohibited for three months, say from the 
middle of July to the same time in October, it would be 
more to the advantage of line-fishers than any change in 
the present limits ; and I believe the abundance of small 
fish in this bay during tbe last summer and harvest was, 
in a great measure, due to the cessation of trawling. 
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Appendix, j liave made many inquiries of the Claddagh men to 
Special what they attributed the scarcity of cod and hake this 
Reports, season; and having plenty of herring bait and no 

trawling in the bay, they could not explain the reason, 

Galway, but thought it was to be attributed to the large quan- 
KinsaJe™’ t * t ‘ es dog-fish with which the bay was swarming 
Howth.’and during the last two. or three months. Nearly all what 
Arklow. I have stated has come under my own observation, and 
therefore I can vouch for its accuracy. 

I have the honour to be, sir. 

Your most obedient servant, 
Anthony O’Flahbrty. 

J. R. Barry, esq., 

Commissioner of Fisheries, 

Office of Public Works, Dublin. 



Dungarvan Fisheries. 

Much difficulty arises when an inquiry is made as to 
the state of the above-mentioned fisheries, owing to the 
conflicting testimony of the different -parties interested 
therein. . The Dungarvan fishermen using only hand 
. lines, while their more successful rivals along the coast, 
particularly at Ring, employ hand-lines, trammels, 
trawls, lobster-pots, long lines, and spilliards, and occa- 
sionally seines, according to the season of the year, and 
by thus changing their mode of fishing as circumstances 
requiro they succeed in supplying the Dungarvan mar- 
kets, while the hand-line fishermen are often unable for 
months, particularly in the spring of the year, to do any 
good. The failure of the Dungarvan fishery may be 
accounted for in this way : J 

(1.) In former years the merchants, traders, shop- 
keepers, as well as private gentlemen, invested a portion 
of their surplus capital in building good boats, which 
being, well appointed and well manned, were much 
more efficient than the boats now used ; but even then 
the fishermen, who were young and able-bodied, used 
to proceed in trading vessels to America between Fe- 
bruary and June, thus employing their time profitably 
when fish were not to be taken with haud-lines, and 
resume their usual occupation when the hake visited 
the coast. At present I believe the Dungarvan hookers 
belong to the skippers who fish in them, and these are 
unable frequently, from want of means, to repair and 
supply them with the necessary gear, so as to have 
them in an efficient state. 

■ ^e aipitalists who formerly embarked their money 
in building fishing vessels, have within the last ten 
years found a more secure investment for their capital 
as an opportunity has been afforded them, of purchasing 
the premises which they occupied for carrying on them 
business, and they availed themselves of this by be- 
coming proprietors of houses and lands in and about 
;. he *° w . n - Moreover, the inducements to fishermen by 
the high rates of wages now offered them, have tempted 
almost all the able-bodied young men to embark in 
I .? 3 ’ tbu ? le f avin & onl y aged or mere 
thJv are d °J L 1l V °- rk ° f ^ fisLer ?’ a te3k for which 

SnL * i 10 7 T C J a P ac,tated dn bad weather it 
^ expected that this class of persons could 
S 0f a lon S tempestuous night in 

W lfnl hll< ; '\ e RlDg men ’ b y meaus of their nets or 
S° J lcb are ft m the evening and taken up 

s^ns and ID kt ar d ab5e 1° ^ tb " at aU 

cS« n iil k P do ' vn ,t be Pwces. This naturally 
SSthp 1 ! 0ns ^ and the-hand-finc fishermen assert 
i Ve abandoned the coast, scared away by 
trammel nets or that the spawn is destroyed by the 
wl f l e the Elng men sa 7 that though one 7 year 
or portion of a year may differ from another, yet that 

enn^f 1 " 6 ^^ an y. tbree or five years lately is fully 
equal to „h.t ,4 ™ i„ form,, ^ 

aken in Ring could satisfactorily prove. Thev denv 
that a net standing upright in thVwater, JSSS 



mel net, frightens away other fish, and in proof of this 
allege that if from stress of weather they are forced ta 
leave their nets a second night in the water, the fish 
meshed are almost unfit for use, being nearly all de 
' voured by other fish. With respect to trawling mv 
own opinion, supported by that of many fishermen that 
I have consulted, is, that if fish spawn on dean ground 
trawling at certain seasons is decidedly injurious ■ but 
reason and experience would lead us to believe* that 
most fish, if not all, seek the dirty ground, and there 
among the rocks and seaweed deposit the spawn. It 
is true that, by the evidence produced at the late in- 
quiry, something supposed to be spawn was often taken 
up by the trawlers outside the Bay of Dublin ; butmay 
not this have been washed out of the dirty ground by 
the force of the sea, and thus exposed, have become a 
prey to other fish and utterly valueless 1 In Ring the 
trawling commences about the middle of March and 
ends about the 25th of October ; and it does not appear 
to me that this interferes with the spawn, which is 
generally to be found in the winter months. 

It is much to he regretted that the herring fishing is 
not attended to here ; they are only looked for in the 
channel near Ballinacourty, whereas it was stated by 
the fishermen that the sea between Helvick and Mine 
Head was for weeks teeming with them a few months 
back, while we had no means of taking them in deep 
water. If the attention of some enterprising capitalist 
could be directed to this subject, might not the boats 
used by the Dungarvan fishermen for hand lines he 
employed in taking herrings in deep water in autumn, 
a mode of fishing found so profitable on the coasts of 
England and Scotland 1 My decided opinion is, that so 
long as the Dungarvan fishermen confine themselves 
to the hand lines, which are only remunerative from 
about J une to Christmas, they cannot be expected to 
prosper, as the receipts in the autumn months are not 
sufficient to carry them through the winter and spring. 
In conclusion, I am happy to say that the Ring fishery 
is progressing very favorably. The boats are im- 
proving yearly in number and size, large yawls with 
sails, which can put to sea even in bad weather, being 
substituted for the four-oared boats formerly in use. 
The pier and landing-slip have proved a great boon and 
security. The fishermen here (Ring) think that by 
stopping up the gap between the breakwater and slip 
an additional security would be afforded them; but 
upon this point I do not feel myself competent to offer 
an opinion. I can, however, safely say that as to their 
general conduct they are most indefatigable in their 
exertions, peaceable, and well conducted. 

J. Alcook. 

Ring, January 27, 1865. 



Kxnsai,e Fishery. 

Kinsale, 8th February, 1865. 

Dear Sir, — I only reached this place last night, and 
I am sorry to find tho reports of a most unusually un- 
favourable season fully confirmed. It is rare to find 
the curing-houses here without fish, either dry or in 
process of cure for the Lent ; but such a thing as a dry 
hake, cod, or ling, is not to be found. This is attribut- 
able to inore causes than one. The very severe winter 
has caused a great scarcity, and the greatly diminished 
supply has been insufficient for the fresh market, which 
is now the great object since the establishment of » 
direct railway to Cork. 

The Dublin market, up to Christmas, was pretty 
fairly supplied with haddock and codfish ; hut the 
haddock have again becomescarce. The boats, though 
considerably diminished in number, are well equipped, 
and in tho best condition. The old bluff-bowed hooker 
has vanished altogether, and is succeeded by sharper 
and faster-sailing cutters, conveniently constructed for 
shooting the long strings of mackerel and herring nets. 
Long lines seem to be much less used than formerly] 
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owing chiefly to the want of bait ; but herrings and 
sprats seem to have quite deserted these southern shores, 
and the scarcity of large fish is sure to follow. 

The Railway Company have fairly done their part ; 
their charges are moderate, and they have made 
arrangements for the transit from the Cork terminus to 
the Southern and Western "at a reasonable charge; so 
that it rarely happens that the fish is carried by any 
other means thau the train, except when the boats are 
late for the only afternoon train for Cork, which starts 
at 3 30, p.m. 

I found Mr. Dawson, one of the largest fish mer- 
chants, busily engaged in constructing an ice-house on 
amonster scale, showingthatthe “fresh trade” is tliegreat 
object ; in fact curing is only an alternative, and often- 
times a very unprofitable one, where the demand for 
the fresh fish is insufficient. This never can be where 
there is a railway. Every fish of every sort is in demand. 
In short, all our anticipations as to the benefits of rail- 
way transit have been fully realized. ’Tis much to be 
deplored that in other respects this town does not ap- 
pear to have availed of this important improvement. 
If it had been followed by anything like the spirit of 
enterprise exhibited through great difficulties by the 
promoters of the line, there can be little doubt that the 
natural facilities which exist here would have been 
productive of mutual benefits. 

The town has just been supplied with gas, and an 
abundant supply of pure water is in progress. Houses of 
a first-class description are to be had at moderate rents; 
stores and wharves in abundance ; a beautiful harbour; 
a fine country. Everything but enterprise or energy ; 
no deficiency of capital. 

• The population here has greatly fallen off — 



' In 1841 it was . . . .6,918 

„ 1851 „ .... 3,306 

„ 1861 „ . . . • 4,830 

„ 1851 there were in the workhouse 934 
„ 1861 only 254 



One of the most comfortable and best kept hotels in 
any small seaport in Ireland is available for strangers; 
aud I have no doubt that new settlers, with industrious 
habits and moderate means, would be most cordially 
received. 

Very truly yours, 

J. Redmond Barry. 

Edward Hornsby, esq. 

Kinsale, 5th April, 1865. 

Deae Sie, — The expectations which I had formed 
on my visit to this place in February seem to be in 
fair progress of being realized. The harbour presented 
this morning a more cheering appearance than I have 
witnessed in this quarter for some years; and on a 
closer inquiry at the quays of Scilly, I find that a fish 
trade has sprung up which presents the prospect of 
increase, and leads me to hope that some favorable 
turn has come in the fortunes of this ill-fated town. 
Again, I must say that the indefatigable perseverance of 
the promoters of the railway to Cork entitle them to all 
the merit of this happy dawn of prosperity. 

One or. two respectable owners in Kinsale have for 
some years been progressively increasing the appliances 
for the capture of mackerel, and have proved the uniform 
productiveness of our southern coast all along what we 
have considered to be the western wing of the great 
Nymph Bank, stretching from the old Head of Kinsale 
to the Mizen,- at distances varying from ten to fifteen 
leagues from the shore. Our Manx neighbours have lor 
a few years been aware of this opportunity of occupying 
the time before the herring fishery, and have paid short 
wisite to out southern shores; but happily the facility of 
conveyance by rail, and the success, of the first trials 
made this season by the local boats, have induced 
increased numbers to come ; and I have had the gratifi- 
cation of ascertaining that a well-found fleet of sixty-two 
vessels may this day be connted, of which about thirty 



are local boats, and the remainder Manx boats, twenty- Appendix. 
seven, and Howth boats, five — the latter belonging to Special 
the Messrs. Montgomery, of Howth, one of whom is Reports. 

here ; and in justice I am bound to say that too much 

praise cannot be given to those intelligent and enter- Galway, 
prising gentlemen; their value is fully estimated at Kh^j^ iran ’ 
Howth, aud it has not been my fault if they be not Howth,’ and 
hailed as most valuable benefactors to this sinking com- Arklow. 
munity. The general outfit of their vessels in regard to 
cleanliness and to the comfort and health of their 
crews, presents a striking contrast to the filthy and 
slovenly habits which too much prevail amongst our 
fishermen ; and, with a view to the promotion of im- “ 
provement, they have takeu on board their vessels some 
young men, through whom they hope to diffuse some 
taste for rational comforts. My hopes of success are 
greatly increase'<T'by this intermixture of strangers ;- 
and although a bolder, a braver, or a finer lot of fellows 
than the Kinsale fishermen used to be could not be 
found, I am too well convinced of the fact that the 
happy results of the late year’s fishing at Howth may 
be traced to the effect of example from the Comishmen, 
and I confidently hope that similar consequences may 
be expected on our southern shores. 

The field is a glorious one ; ten, nay, twenty times 
the number of the present fleet, may find profitable 
occupation in our seas, and as to demand, my amaze- 
ment was excited by the competition. There is literally 
no limit to the demand. The fish is. stowed in packages 
something like salmon boxes; each box contains six 
score, or 120 fish, leaving abundant space for ice, which 
is, quite indispensable. The average weight of the fish 
now being taken is very little under 2 lbs. ; the price 
given this day was 35$. per 120. The English mar- 
kets — Liverpool, Bristol, and London — are the great 
objects. It has for a long time been remarked that the 
mackerel is not as much prized in Ireland as on ‘the 
other side. The fish is packed in the boxes by women, 
and, as usual, when there is great competition for 
export, the inhabitants complain of the utter impossi- 
bility to get a fish for local consumption. Some con- 
tracts have been made at 25s. for the whole month of 
April, and 15s. for May. There are, in addition, about 
eight Kinsale vessels engaged at present in the spilliard 
and long-line fishing ; but there is a great scarcity of 
cod and haddock. Prices have ranged from 2s. CtZ. to 
3s. each for line fish. As I anticipated in my last com- 
munication from Kinsale, there is a complete revolution 
in the fish trade, produced by railways. Nothing but 
an enormous glut of fish can warrant curing, and ice, 
instead of salt, is now imported. In my communica- 
tions with the intelligent inhabitants of the town — my 
object being to rouse them to follow the example of 
those strangers whom, to do them only justice, they 
hail with the cordial welcome they deserve — I have been 
met by the plea of inability, the want of means to pro- 
cure so expensive an outfit, each vessel requiring little 
less than £600 to £700 ; but when the sweets are felt 
it is to be hoped that, like Howth, the example will be 
followed. 

I have reasou to believe that more than one Joint 
Stock Banking Company have been considering the 
expediency of forming a branch here, and would readily • 
do so if they could see their way clearly. Great incon- 
venience is complained of by the strangers in the want 
of facility for even the transmission of money ; and, not- 
withstanding the advantage of a railway, the postal 
arrangements are also complained of. 

I found it impossible to ascertain with anything like- 
accuracy the average take of the boats ; but, through 
the great kindness of the Collector of Customs, who 
accompanied me in his boat, and with the aid of the 
coast-guards, I hope to be able to effect something like 
the same system of daily returns that has been found 
so valuable in ascertaining the extent of our Howth 
herring fishery. 

I am, dear sir, very faithfully yours, 

J. Redmond Basey. 

Edward Hornsby, esq. 
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56 APPENDIX TO THE REPORT, &c. 



IIowth Fishery. 

Within a comparatively short period, a very great 
alteration has taken place in the deep-sea fishing off 
this port, arising from the fact of an interchange in the 
description of fish in the neighbouring sea. 

Some fifteen or twenty years ago the haddock and 
cod were to be found in very great abundance, and 
their capture gave remunerative employment to a large 
number of industrious fishermen. There were then 
about fifteen fishing boats (vessels of thirty-five to fifty 
tons register) belonging to this port, and the fish were 
captured by means of “long lines.” But the take of 
these fish gradually diminished until within the last 
few years, when the haddock appears to have deserted 
this locality altogether, at least it is rarely caught by any 
means that may be devised for its capture ; and the cod, 
though still taken in large numbers during the winter 
season, is not to be found in such abundance as formerly. 
The result has been that the fishermen were unable to 
keep up their large boats, and at present there are but 
two of the former boats, and nine luggers (of about 
twenty-five tons register) employed in the cod fishing 
only, for about four or five months in the winter sea- 
son. During the season just past the average take of 
cod per boat has been about half what it was in the 
winter 1863 and 1864. 

As the haddock and cod fishing declined, the herring 
fishing advanced. Five years ago there were only two 
boats belonging to this port fitted out for the the cap- 
ture of herrings, and last year there were twenty-eight; 
and so remunerative has this fishing become, that there 
are six additional boats preparing for this season, 1865. 
Thus, the total number of boats at present belonging to 
this port is thirty-four, of which twenty-one are owned 
by fishermen who purchased them, with one or two ex- 
ceptions, by the resources of their own industry, and 
those few exceptions, where pecuniary assistance was 
obtained, the advance has been repaid. 

The vessels most approved of for the herring fishing 
are half-decked, 35 feet to 40 feet long, 13 feet beam, 
and 8 feet deep, and measure about 25 tons register, 
and cost, completely rigged, from .£180 to £240. They 
have been heretofore mostly procured at the Isle of 
Man ports, or other long-established fishing stations, 
but they are now being built at home by native trades- 
men. 

The nets used for the capture of the herrings are 
constructed of cotton or flax thread (the former gene- 
rally preferred) in meshes not less than one inch square, 
from 700 to 840 fathoms in length, and from 300 to 
400 meshes, or 8 to 10 fathoms deep, and cost com- 
plete, fitted with the necessary ropes, floats, &c., from 
£130 to £150. 

As before stated, when the haddock and cod fishing 
was declining, the herring was found in greater quan- 
tities in the neighbouring waters ; and during the sum- 
mer and autumn, the position of this harbonr is so con- 
venient to the fishing-ground, that there is a very great 
influx of fishing boats, not only from the east coast of 
Ireland, but from Scotland, the Isle of Man, and the 
south coast of England; and the station is so well 
established now, that it is attended by a large number 
of buyers and factors, amongst whom there is generally 
a lively competition for the fish, for which cash is in- 
variably paid bn the spot. The summer fish are all 
despatched for fresh consumption, the greater portion 
by steamers (specially chartered for the season) to Eng- 
lish ports, and the remainder by rail, &c., for supply of 
the Dublin and Irish markets. The autumn fish are 
disposed of in much the same manner; but when there 
is a large take of fish, quantities of them are cured, 
some in barrels, and also by the inhabitants in bulk 
that is, just packed in salt in a dry-house, where they 
keep in very good order during the winter for spring 
use. 

On the 15th May, 1864, the first boats for the season 
went in search of herrings, and met with but little suc- 
cess until the 28th, when they met with some fish, one 



boat obtaining fourteen maize which fetched 37 s 
maize on the quay, and from this date the quantity 2 
quality of the fish rapidly increased. On the 4th J u b 
when there were about 300 boats on the station the 
capture of fish was about 4,000 maize, and the price 
averaged at least 25s. per maize. r e 

Early in August the St. Ives (south coast of England! 
boats left this statiou for the pilchard fishing on their 
own coast; and by the end of that month the quantity 
of fish taken not being so large, the Scotch boats also 
left, and the summer season in fact terminated. The 
Irish boats, however, continued to prosecute their 
labours with but fluctuating success, until the end of 
September, when the autumn season commenced and 
some of the Scotch boats returned, and were joined by 
a number of boats from the Isle of Man. Early in Oc- 
tober the fish became more plentiful, and on the 13th 
of that month the take amounted to about 7,000 maize 
but the price averaged only 9s. per maize; and on the 
following night, the quantity of fish met with was so 
great that many of the boats lost portions of their nets 
from the immense quantity of fish that got meshed in 
them. The value of the nets lost on this night alone 
amounted to at least £2,000. 

The early part of November brought to a close the 
most successful year’s herring fishing ever witnessed at 
this port. 

James J. Boylan, C.E. 

Howth, March 29, 1S65. 



Arklow Oyster Fishery. 

1865. 

Sir, — I feel much pleasure in sending you the fol- 
lowing statement or report on the oyster fishery of this 
town, in continuation of those which I have sent from 
time to time during the last three years. 

Oyster dredging for the present year was commenced 
on the 6th January, and continued up to the 29th of 
April, during which period the total catch was 15,851 
barrels, and they were disposed of as follows, viz. 

Sent to the Dublin beds, . . 2,274 barrels. 

„ French beds, . . 2,130 „ 

„ London and Kent, . . 11,447 „ 

In the beginning of the season the price was 8s. per 
barrel ; but on the 20th of last February it raised 
to 20s. ; fell next day to 19s. ; but on the 23rd 
raised again to 22s. ; then fell to 20s., and so continued 
to the 4th of March, when it again fell to 14s. ; between 
which and 15s. it remained to the end, except, indeed, 
1,079 barrels that were caught on a newly-discovered 
bed near the Arklow light-ship, in seventeen fathoms 
water, and they sold at 9s. per barrel. 

The sum total realized by this branch of industry, 
not including carriage to railway, freight, &c., &o., Ac., 
was £11,319, which shows the average price per barrel 
to have been a fraction over 14s. 3d. 

During the corresponding period of last year it was 
about 6s. id., and during the year before 4s. 4<f. nearly, 



as the following will show 
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1863, between 1st 
January and end 
May, total catch, 44,500 


9,695 


0 


0 


4 4 


1864, between 1st 
January and end 
May, total catch, 34,038 


10,829 


10 


0 


6 4 


1865, between 1st 
January and end 
April, total catch, 15,851 


11,319 


0 


0 


-14 3 



I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

F. Maher, 

Harbour Master, Arklow- 
James Redmond Barry, esq. 



.Dublin : Printed by Alexander Thom, 87 & 88, Abbey-street, 
For Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 
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